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Everyday Advocacy

I f you’re anything like me, your summer is filled with 
some pretty intense adjectives and adverbs. You’re not 
just busy. You’re astonishingly busy. How was your day? 

Absolutely crazy! 

I totally get it, and so does anyone who’s ever run a summer 
library program for youth. With so much to do and only twenty-
four hours in the day, who’s got time for advocacy?

You do! (Yes, really. You.)

The beauty of Everyday Advocacy is its emphasis on quick, 
easy-to-implement strategies for taking action to improve out-
comes for children and families. It only takes a few minutes to 
make a big impact.

Still not convinced? Try these ten shortcuts to make advocacy a 
breeze this summer:

1. Get an advocacy button. Snap up your “Creating a Better 
Future for Children Through Libraries” button at the ALA 
Annual Conference in San Francisco or submit the request 

form available on the Everyday Advocacy website. (Find it 
on the home page under “Advocacy Button Campaign.”)

2. Wear your advocacy button. If you’ve got it, flaunt it! Wear 
your button proudly and use it to spread the word about 
the importance of library service to children among your 
stakeholders.

3. Download the advocacy button tip sheet. Need a few talk-
ing points to use with your button? Download the “Creating 
a Better Future” tip sheet from the Everyday Advocacy web-
site to help you get started.

4. Take action on Tuesdays. For worry-free advocacy schedul-
ing, be a part of our weekly Take Action Tuesday challenges. 
Why go out looking for an idea when we’ll bring one right 
to you?

5. Tweet. Twitter is an Everyday Advocate’s best friend. You’ve 
only got 140 characters, so make ’em count! Don’t have an 
account? It just takes a few minutes to sign up. (You know 
you want to.)
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6. Scan the July issue of Everyday Advocacy Matters. You’ll 
find lots of quick ways to get your advocacy on in this 
quarterly newsletter filled with ready-to-go tips, tools, and 
techniques. 

7. Subscribe to District Dispatch. Get the latest action alerts 
from the ALA Washington Office as well as the 4-1-1 on con-
tacting your US legislators.

8. Jot down stories. Summer is the perfect time to start a 
database of impact stories that complement your elevator 
speeches about what you do and why it’s important.

9. Tell a friend. Have a colleague who could use this list, too? 
Take a time-out for a quick phone call, e-mail, or conversa-
tion that encourages another Everyday Advocate.

10. Repeat 1–9. Enough said.

Have other great ideas for making advocacy a breeze this sum-
mer? Let us know so we can share them with other ALSC mem-
bers! &
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RESULTS FROM THE YOUNG CHILDREN, continued from page 32

ALSC has released a new white paper, “Media Mentorship in Libraries Serving 
Youth,” written for the association by Cen Campbell, Claudia Haines, Amy Koester, 
and Dorothy Stoltz, and adopted by the ALSC Board of Directors in March 2015. 
The paper explores the role of children’s librarians as mentors of digital media 
and calls on youth service librarians to support families in their intentional, 
appropriate, and positive use of media. 
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