Editor’s Note

The Struggle of RA
Is Real

By Sharon Verbeten

s a librarian, I love doing

readers’ advisory (RA).

But there are two things
about it I struggle with.

Longtime CAL contributor,
and author of our Couples
Who Collaborate column,
Mary-Kate Sableski, right,
visited CAL editor Sharon
Verbeten on a recent trip
to Wisconsin. They are pic-
tured at the Manitowoc
(WI) Public Llbrary.

The first is that the parent rarely
(or never) brings the child along.
When asking for books for their
child, they often don’t know
what the child is currently read-
ing, what they like, or what they
might like. They might incor-
rectly judge their reading level.
Or, they often say, “They don't like to read.”

I always help them, of course, with a probing reference inter-
view designed to better understand the child’s reading level
and what they might enjoy. Often, I recommend nonfiction
for reluctant readers. I feel it’s a section parents often overlook
because they're just looking for chapter books—or what I have
determined they consider “real” books.

That leads me to my second pet peeve: When I recommend
graphic novels, 90 percent of the time the parent responds,
“They read those all the time. I want them to start reading
‘real’ books.”

That’s a tough one to absorb. And it’s a fine line to engage
with a parent to let them know that graphic novels and comic
books ARE, in fact, real books. The engaging format is what is
drawing their child in and keeping them reading—and possi-
bly then moving on to more challenging reading once they’ve
gained some confidence and interest.

This is not a surprise to most of you out there, and I know many
librarians and children’s authors are working to alleviate the
stigma (only among parents and, sometimes, teachers) of
reading graphic novels.

We probably all love seeing a child walk out with a stack of
Wimpy Kid books—when the parent secretly wants them all to
be replaced with books they read as a child. But I continue to
lavishly praise the child for picking out books they like—and
hopefully get the parent on board with a new perspective on
kids’ favorites.

When the child isn’t there it’s decidedly harder, but we librar-
ians, as we know, are superheroes, putting the right book in the

hands of the right child at the right time.

Now, if we could just get the teachers and parents on board!

the journal of the
Association for Library
Service to Children

Editor

Sharon Verbeten, De Pere, Wisconsin

Editorial Advisory Committee

Jacquie Kociubuk, Co-Chair, Madison, Wisconsin
Megan Thomas, Co-Chair, Baton Rouge, Lousiana
Dr. Brittany Adams, Tuscaloosa, Alabama
Soline Holmes, New Orleans, Lousiana
Amanda Keen, East Dundee, Illinois
Sarah Simpson, Columbus, Ohio

Executive Director

Alena Rivers

Managing Editor

Laura Schulte-Cooper

Website

www.ala.org/alsc

Circulation

Children and Libraries (ISSN 1542-9806) is a refereed journal published four times per year by the
American Library Association (ALA), 225 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 1300, Chicago, IL 60601. It is the official
publication of the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC), a division of ALA. Subscription
price: members of ALSC, $20 per year, included in membership dues; nonmembers, $50 per year in

the US; $60 in Canada, Mexico, and other countries. Back issues within one year of current issue, $15
each. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Children and Libraries, 225 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 1300,
Chicago, IL 60601. Members send mailing labels or facsimile to Member Services, 225 N. Michigan Ave.,
Suite 1300, Chicago, IL 60601. Nonmember subscribers: Subscriptions, orders, changes of address, and
inquiries should be sent to Children and Libraries, Customer Service—Subscriptions, 225 N. Michigan
Ave., Suite 1300, Chicago, IL 60601; 1-800-545-2433, press 5; fax: (312) 944-2641; email: subscriptions@
ala.org.

Statement of Purpose

Children and Libraries is the official journal of ALSC, a division of the American Library Association.
The journal primarily serves as a vehicle for continuing education of librarians working with children,
which showcases current scholarly research and practice in library service to children. It also serves
as a vehicle for communication to the ALSC membership, spotlighting significant activities and initia-
tives of the Association. (From the journal’s “Policies and Procedures” document adopted by the ALSC
board, April 2004, revised, 2014.)

Production
ALA Production Services (Tim Clifford and Lauren Ehle)

Advertising

Bill Spilman, Innovative Media Solutions, 320 W. Chestnut St., PO Box 399, Oneida, IL 61467;
1-877-878-3260 or (309) 483-6467; fax: (309) 483-2371; email: bill@innovativemediasolutions.com. The
journal accepts advertising for goods or services of interest to the library profession and librarians in
service to youth in particular. It encourages advertising that informs readers and provides clear commu-
nication between vendor and buyer. The journal adheres to ethical and commonly accepted advertising
practices and reserves the right to reject any advertisement not suited to the above purposes or not con-
sistent with the aims and policies of ALA. Acceptance of advertising in the journal does not imply official
endorsement by ALA of the products or services advertised.

Manuscripts

Manuscripts and letters pertaining to editorial content should be sent to Sharon Verbeten,

editor, 820 Spooner Ct., De Pere, WI 54115; (920) 339-2740; e-mail: childrenandlibraries@gmail.com.
Manuscripts will be sent out for review according to the journal’s established referee procedures.

See www.ala.org/alsc/publications-resources/cal/author-guidelines for author guidelines. If you are
interested in serving as a volunteer referee for manuscripts submitted to CAL, contact Editor Sharon
Verbeten at childrenandlibraries@gmail.com. More information about the referee process is available
at www.ala.org/alsc/publications-resources/cal/referees/referee-process.

Indexing, Abstracting, and Microfilm

Children and Libraries is indexed in Library and Information Science Abstracts and in Library
Literature and Information Science.

Children and Libraries is indexed, abstracted, and available in full text through EBSCOhost.
For more information, contact EBSCO at 1-800-653-2726.

Children and Libraries is also available from ProQuest Information and Learning in one or more of the
following ways: online, via the ProQuest information service; microform; CD-ROM; and via database
licensing. For more information, call 1-800-521-0600, ext. 2888 or online at www.proquest.com.

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American National Standard
for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials, ANSI Z39.48-1992.
Copyright © 2024 American Library Association

All materials in this journal subject to copyright by the American Library Association may be photo-
copied for the noncommercial purpose of scientific or educational advancement granted by Sections

107 and 108 of the Copyright Revision Act of 1976. For other photocopying, reprinting, or translating,
address requests to the ALA Office of Rights and Permissions.

Spring 2024 ¢ Children and Libraries


http://www.ala.org/alsc
mailto:subscriptions%40ala.org?subject=
mailto:subscriptions%40ala.org?subject=
mailto:bill%40innovativemediasolutions.com?subject=
mailto:childrenandlibraries%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.ala.org/alsc/publications-resources/cal/author-guidelines
mailto:childrenandlibraries%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.ala.org/alsc/publications-resources/cal/referees/referee-process
http://www.proquest.com

