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Laura Sare

Editor’s Corner

L ast year I published an editorial about voting during the 
pandemic, contrasting states trying to make voting more 

accessible, with states that were fighting efforts to enable ways 
citizens could vote safely.1 Unfortunately greater voting access 
is under more attack now. The Brennan Center for Justice noted 
as of March 24th, “361 bills with restrictive provisions in 47 
states. That’s 108 more than the 253 restrictive bills tallied as of 
February 19, 2021—a 43 percent increase in little more than a 
month.”2 This is very disappointing, and once again my home 
state of Texas is restricting access, trying to ban methods of 
voting that local officials allowed during the pandemic in last 
year’s general election. The Texas Senate recently passed Sen-
ate Bill 7, which would limit extended early voting hours, pro-
hibit drive-thru voting, and make it illegal for local election 
officials to proactively send applications to vote by mail.3 Here’s 
hoping the Texas House will stand up to the Texas Senate and 
not restrict the ways citizens of Texas can vote. I think it also 
demonstrates that the U.S. Supreme Court was premature in 
its 2013 Shelby County v. Holder ruling removing the require-
ment that states with a history of racial discrimination in voting 
get pre-clearance from the Justice Department before making 
changes in voting procedures.4 With so many states trying to 
restrict voting, and limit the powers of election officials, the 
U.S House has passed H.R. 1, For the People Act of 2021, in 
early March.5 This bill addresses voter access, election integrity 
and security, and more. Hopefully this will pass the U.S. Sen-
ate and allow the citizens of the United States the right to vote 
without undue burdens. 

The reason for focusing on easier voting access, is because it 
is time for citizens to look hard at those who represent them and 
decide if their representatives are truly representing them, or 
their own personal interests. This is especially relevant to how 
government officials are handling the pandemic crisis and how 
well they are trying to protect the health of their constituents, 
such as keeping mask mandates in place until a majority of a 
population are vaccinated.

Citizens have other health needs as well as demonstrated 
in my home state of Texas in February. Many Texans were 
without power, or were under long rolling blackouts, and then 
there was a water shortage and many areas had unsafe water for 
days. To address the devastating power outages that occurred in 
Texas, The Texas Senate has put forward Senate Bill 3 to over-
haul the Texas electricity market and would require upgrades 
for extreme weather, but has not allocated funding to pay for 

the upgrades, and leaves what upgrades should occur to the 
Texas Railroad Commission, Texas’ oil and gas industry regu-
lator that critics complain is too cozy with the industry.6 This 
almost sounds like a repeat of what happened after the last 
major winter event when the Texas Legislature made winter-
ization upgrades voluntary. Texans would benefit more if the 
Texas Legislature focused on ensuring power utilities are outfit-
ted to perform during extreme weather events, and can follow 
guidelines established by a report completed in 2011 on how to 
keep the Texas power grid from collapsing rather than restrict-
ing how and when citizens can vote.7 

I would like to thank everyone in the GODORT com-
munity, the GPO, and the Depository Library Council who 
reached out to those of us in Texas who were affected by Winter 
Storm Uri. It was a stressful and crazy week during an already 
stressful time.

Laura Sare (lsare@tamu.edu), Government Information 
and Data Librarian
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