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Editor’s Corner

reetings! My name is Jennifer Castle. ’'m the government

documents librarian at Tennessee State University, an
HBCU in Nashville, and your new D#P editor. I'm excited to
work with everyone to contribute to scholarly conversations on
government information.

Before I begin, I want to express my sincere gratitude to my
predecessor, Laura Sare, for her kindness, patience, and con-
versation as we made this transition. ’'m pleased she wishes to
remain a reviewer because her editorial insights are invaluable.
I'd like to thank Tim Clifford, our wonderful production edi-
tor at ALA, for providing me with support while I learn the
ropes. And last (but certainly not least), I want to recognize the
D1tP reviewers for their hard work and flexibility.

A little about me: I've been working with government
information for more than a decade, previously as a newspa-
per journalist and now as a gov docs librarian. I'm active in
the GODORT and Politics, Policy, and International Relations
groups.

I would like to briefly discuss the Biden administration’s
efforts to mandate vaccinations for federal employees, military
personnel (active duty, reserves, or National Guard), health
care professionals, and workers at businesses with 100 or more
employees." Naturally, some states felt the administration was
overreaching and challenged the mandates all the way to the
Supreme Court. January 13, the justices handed down two
decisions: employees at Medicare or Medicaid-certified facili-
ties must vaccinate; and those at larger companies do not.”

A week later, a federal judge in Texas ruled the admin-
istration cannot enforce a mandate on federal employees and
issued an injunction to cease nationwide efforts.” The same
day, Kansas lawmakers introduced Senate Bill 370, also known
as the Defend the Guard Act, “to establish when the Kansas
national guard may be released into active-duty combat and
to prohibit COVID-19 vaccination requirements for national
guard members.™

However, a US district court judge in Rhode Island denied
a request to block the state from enforcing the vaccine mandate,
writing, “Courts in this country have held for over a century
that mandatory vaccination laws are a valid exercise of a state’s
police powers, and such laws have withstood constitutional
challenges.”

On February 2, the Biden administration released its
which out-

“Commitment to Global Health” statement,

lines plans and initiatives for global health programs, listing
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supporting and strengthening the World Health Organization
and leading the international COVID-19 response among its
pleclges.6 Clearly, the COVID battles, whether over health care
policy or politics, are far from over.

February 4 marked 900,000 Americans dead from
COVID-19, and my adopted state of Tennessee tops the list
of highest number of deaths in lower-vaccinated states.” I must
wonder how many of those lives could have been saved if efforts
to staunch the spread of the virus had been implemented earlier
without being politicized.
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