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On February 22, Rachel Roberts, 
spokesperson for Oklahoma Attorney 
General John O’Connor, confirmed 
that his office is reviewing 55 books 
to determine if they violate the state’s 
law on obscene material.

The books came under review 
when the Attorney General’s Office 
received complaints from the con-
servative pressure groups Tulsa 
County chapter of Moms for Liberty 
and Reclaiming Oklahoma Parent 
Empowerment.

Oklahoma statute §21-1024.1 
defines obscene material as that which 
“includes any representation, perfor-
mance, depiction or description of 
sexual conduct, whether in any form 
or any medium . . . if said items con-
tain the following elements: 

Depictions or descriptions of sex-
ual conduct which are patently offen-
sive as found by the average person 
applying contemporary community 
standards

Taken as a whole, have as the dom-
inant theme an appeal to prurient 
interest in sex as found by the average 
person applying contemporary com-
munity standards, and

A reasonable person would find 
the material or performance taken as 
a whole lacks serious literary, artis-
tic, educational, political, or scientific 
purposes or value.

The books subject to scrutiny by 
the Attorney General’s Office include 
award-winning works, literary clas-
sics, and a preponderance of books 
with lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgen-
der, queer/ questioning, intersex, and 
asexual (LGBTQIA+) themes. Many 
of the titles included have recently 
faced challenges at Oklahoma schools.

O’Connor said, “I think the first 
thing we have to decide is at what 
ages are our kids ready for expo-
sure to images that many think are 

pornographic? And and then we have 
to also look at things and decide for 
our community standard, what is 
pornography?”

When asked if the obscenity statute 
could be applied to written material, 
O’Connor replied, “I guess it could. 
Some of those things are questions 
of what’s appropriate. It may not be 
pornography, but it still may not be 
appropriate. A lot of the effort seems 
to be, in some circles it’s considered 
cool to expose kids to drawings of, 
say, homosexual sex in a diagram. 
And many parents, including me, dis-
agree with that–whether it’s homosex-
ual or heterosexual sex.”

Two days later, O’Connor ended 
his office’s investigation, tacitly admit-
ting that the books in question did 
not meet the current legal standard 
of “obscene materials” and pointing 
to legislative efforts to expand that 
definition.

Referring to HB 4012 and HB 
4013, O’Connor said, “I under-
stand that there is proposed legisla-
tion that has been introduced in this 
new session to address these parents’ 
concerns.”

HB 4013 would expand the defini-
tion of obscene materials. It received a 
“do pass” from the Judiciary Criminal 
Committee. 

HB 4012 would codify the chal-
lenge and reconsideration process and 
create a “community standards review 
board” in each school district, tasked 
with creating community standards 
for school library and classroom mate-
rials. It was referred to the Common 
Education Committee.

The titles briefly subjected to 
review by the Oklahoma Attorney 
General’s Office were:

• A Brave New World by Aldous 
Huxley

• A Court of Frost and Starlight by 
Sarah J. Maas

• A is for Activist by Innosanto 
Nagara

• All American Boys by Jason 
Reynolds, Brendan Kiely

• Bad for You by Abbi Glines
• Be Gay, Do Comics by Matt Bors
• Before I Fall by Lauren Oliver
• Between Shades of Gray by Ruta 

Sepetys
• Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya
• Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine 

Paterson
• Broken Things by Lauren Oliver
• Burned by Ellen Hopkins
• By the Time You Read this, I’ll be 

Dead by Julie Anne Peters
• Crank by Ellen Hopkins
• Dear Evan Hansen by Val Emmich
• Fairest: Levana’s Story by Marissa 

Meyer
• For Black Girls Like Me by 

Mariama Lockington
• Forever by Judy Blume
• Gender Queer: A Memoir by Maia 

Kobabe
• Hold Me Closer: The Tiny Cooper 

Story by David Levithan
• House of Furies by Madeleine 

Roux
• I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 

by Maya Angelou
• I Was Here by Gayle Forman
• Infandous by Elana K. Arnold
• Jack of Hearts (and Other Parts) by 

L.C. Rosen
• Lawn Boy by Jonathan Evison
• Looking for Alaska by John Green
• Lord of the Flies by William 

Golding
• Mastiff by Tamora Pierce
• Melissa (previously published as 

George) by Alex Gino
• Milk and Honey by Rupi Kaur
• Of Mice and Men by John 

Steinbeck
• On Thin Ice by Julie Cross
• Queer: A Graphic History by Meg-

John Barker
• Red, White & Royal Blue: A Novel 

by Casey McQuiston
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• Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark by 
Alvin Schwartz

• Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson
• Suicide Notes: A Novel by Michael 

Thomas Ford
• Symptoms of Being Human by Jeff 

Garvin
• The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-

Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
• The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison
• The Chocolate War by Robert 

Cormier
• The Dark Descent of Elizabeth 

Frankenstein by Kiersten White
• The Every Body Book: The 

LGBTQ+ Inclusive Guide for 
Kids about Sex, Gender, Bodies, and 
Families by Rachel E Simon

• The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
• The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold
• The Perks of Being a Wallflower by 

Stephen Chbosky
• Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher
• Two Boys Kissing by David 

Levithan
• Two Can Keep a Secret by Karen 

McManus
• Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher
• Whatever by Michel Houellebecq, 

Paul Hammond
• Will Grayson, Will Grayson by 

David Levithan, John Green
• You Should See Me in a Crown by 

Leah Johnson
• Zenobia by Morten Durr

Reported in: The Oklahoman, 
February 23, 2022; The Frontier, 
February 22, 2022, and February 
24, 2022.

Bentonville, Arkansas
At the February 15 board meeting 
for Bentonville Schools, a group of 
parents and community members 
requested the removal of four titles 
from the high school library. 

Jason Maxwell, who is running 
for office as a state representative and 
who does not have any children in the 

district, was among those calling for 
the books’ removal. 

Maxwell identified the titles they 
objected to as The Bluest Eye by Toni 
Morrison, The Kite Runner by Khaled 
Hosseini, The God of Small Things by 
Arundhati Roy, and A Court of Mist 
and Fury by Sarah J. Maas. 

The Bluest Eye and The Kite Run-
ner are on the Advanced Placement 
(AP) English Literature Test read-
ing list. Jennifer Morrow, executive 
director of secondary education, said 
that another of the books Maxwell 
complained about, The God of Small 
Things, is on the International Bacca-
laureate literature class reading list.

Board President Eric White said 
the timing of this book challenge 
appeared to be political as it aligned 
with the beginning of the mid-term 
campaign season and the titles chal-
lenged had circulated fewer than 10 
times in the past five years. 

White also noted that the school 
board had approved a policy in 
December allowing district parents to 
challenge reading material and desig-
nate titles their children aren’t allowed 
to read.

On March 2, the College Board 
sent AP teachers a reminder of the 
principles the AP program stands for, 
including opposition to censorship. 
They indicated that institutions cen-
soring required instructional mate-
rial would lose their AP license for 
the related courses, rendering students 
ineligible to receive AP credit. 

No formal requests for reconsider-
ation were received for the titles the 
group spent nearly an hour objecting 
to during the board meeting’s public 
comment section.

Reported in: Arkansas Democrat 
Gazette, February 16, 2022; Educa-
tion Week, March 14, 2022.

Gunnison County, Colorado
At the February 15 meeting of the 
Gunnison County Library board, 
library director Drew Brookhart 
announced they would not be remov-
ing or relocating Gender Queer: A 
Memoir by Maia Kobabe. The book 
was challenged in November, 2021, 
by community member Rebecca 
White. It was the first book to have 
been challenged while Brookhart was 
director.

After the announcement was made, 
Gunnison County Library District 
staff received four additional requests 
to reconsider Gender Queer: A Memoir 
between February 22 and March 23.

Gender Queer is a nonbinary com-
ing-of-age graphic novel. Kobabe 
wrote and illustrated it in part to 
explain what it means to be nonbi-
nary and asexual. It received an Alex 
Award, a Stonewall Book Award, was 
nominated for an Ignatz Award, and 
was included on the Young Adult 
Library Services Association’s 2020 list 
of Great Graphic Novels for Teens.

Ashley Weinmeister, a leader 
of Spectrum, the club for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer/ 
questioning, intersex, and asexual 
(LGBTQIA+) persons at Western 
Colorado University, spoke in defense 
of the book during the February 
board meeting.

“Growing up asexual sucked,” said 
Weinmeister. “Having a book like this 
is the difference between growing up 
thinking you are broken and know-
ing that you are not alone. It belongs 
in the young adult section . . . where 
it will be the most useful to the most 
people who are in the most dange 
right now. LGBTQ youth are five 
times more likely to commit suicide 
than their peers. Do we want them to 
feel more alone? I don’t.”

Two copies of the book are cur-
rently available in the library’s young 
adult section; an ebook copy is also 
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available for download through Over-
Drive. It is unknown when a response 
to the four most recent challenges to 
the book will be made.

Reported in: Crested Butte News, 
February 23, 2022, and May 25, 
2022.

Brevard County, Florida
The Brevard Chapter of Moms for 
Liberty raised objections to 19 titles 
at the March 22 meeting of the Bre-
vard County School District (BCSD) 
board, alleging they violate state por-
nography statutes. 

Moms for Liberty cited “alternate 
gender ideologies,” “racially charged 
commentary,” “references to abor-
tion,” and “criticism of Christianity” 
as reasons they were challenging the 
books.

The group previously challenged 
Gender Queer: A Memoir by Maia 
Kobabe during a BCSD board meet-
ing on October 11, 2021. It was 
removed the same day by Superinten-
dent Mark Mullins without a formal 
review process, in violation of district 
policy. 

School board member Jennifer 
Jenkins offered some resistance to 
the group this time. “These are only 
available in our high schools for our 
high school students for ages recom-
mended for these books,” she said. 
“You do not get to wear a shirt with 
the word ‘liberty’ on it while you’re 
practicing and advocating censorship. 
And you don’t get to do it for any-
body else’s children.”

Board member Katye Campbell, 
however, agreed with the members of 
Moms for Liberty. “My eyeballs and 
own conscience was seared from read-
ing some of the things I was reading,” 
said Campbell.

Moms for Liberty had submitted 
formal requests for reconsideration of 
41 titles at the time of this writing.

While BCSD indicated they would 
not make determinations on the 
books challenged at the March meet-
ing as they first wanted to update 
their policy to allow for books to be 
challenged district-wide instead of 
school-by-school. 

The policy revisions were approved 
on May 10. Some school adminis-
trators did not wait that long to act, 
however. Florida Today reported that 
some of the challenged books were 
removed from school libraries without 
formal review by a reconsideration 
committee. 

At the district’s Bayside High 
School, AP English teacher Adam 
Tritt was asked to remove Slaughter-
house-Five by Kurt Vonnegut from his 
classroom library. It was also removed 
from the school library.

In response, Tritt started a fund-
raiser to provide copies of the book 
to students outside of school. The 
Kurt Vonnegut Museum and Library 
donated 1,000 copies of Slaughter-
house-Five to the cause. 

Titles challenged in this case:

• A Court of Frost and Starlight by 
Sarah J. Maas

• A Court of Mist and Fury by Sarah 
J. Maas

• A Court of Silver Flames by Sarah 
J. Maas

• A Court of Thorns and Roses by 
Sarah J. Maas

• A Court of Wings and Ruin by 
Sarah J. Maas

• All Boys Aren’t Blue: A Memoir-
Manifesto by George M. Johnson

• Beautiful by Amy Reed
• Breathless by Jennifer Niven
• Crank by Ellen Hopkins
• Damsel by Elana K. Arnold
• Empire of Storms (Throne of Glass 5) 

by Sarah J. Maas
• Forever by Judy Blume
• House of Earth and Blood by Sarah 

J. Maas

• House of Sky and Breath. (Crescent 
City #2) by Sarah J. Maas

• Infandous by Elana K. Arnold
• Jesus Land: A Memoir by Julia 

Scheeres
• Last Night at the Telegraph Club by 

Malinda Lo
• Living Dead Girl by Elizabeth 

Scott
• Lucky by Alice Sebold
• Milk and Honey by Rupi Kaur
• Monday’s Not Coming by Tiffany 

Jackson
• Normal People: A Novel by Sally 

Rooney
• Not My Problem by Ciara Smyth
• Out of Darkness by Ashley Hope 

Pérez
• People Kill People by Ellen 

Hopkins
• Push by Sapphire
• Red Hood by Elana K. Arnold
• Slaughterhouse-Five, or, The 

Children’s Crusade: A Duty-Dance 
with Death by Kurt Vonnegut

• Sold by Patricia McCormick
• The Haters by Jesse Andrews
• The Infinite Moment of Us by 

Lauren Myracle
• The Kite Runner by Khaled 

Hosseini
• The Nowhere Girls by Amy Reed
• The Perks of Being a Wallflower by 

Stephen Chbosky
• This Book is Gay by Juno Dawson
• This One Summer by Mariko 

Tamaki, Jillian Tamaki
• Tilt by Ellen Hopkins
• Triangles by Ellen Hopkins
• Tricks by Ellen Hopkins
• What Girls Are Made Of by Elana 

K. Arnold
• You: A Novel by Caroline Kepnes

(See: Journal of Intellectual Free-
dom and Privacy, v.6 iss.4: Censorship 
Dateline: Schools: Melbourne, Florida)

Reported in: FOX 35 Orlando, 
March 23, 2022; Florida Today, 
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May 11, 2022; WKMG, June 8, 
2022.

Palm Beach, Florida
On March 28, Florida Governor 
Ron DeSantis denigrated the chil-
dren’s book Call Me Max by trans-
gender author Kyle Lukoff during a 
press conference for the signing of 
the Parental Rights in Education or 
“Don’t Say Gay” law (See: this issue: 
For the Record: Florida).

In response, Palm Beach County 
School District deputy superintendent 
Ed Tierney wrote a memo to district 
principals instructing them to exam-
ine the content of books to ascertain 
compliance with the new law. 

Tierney instructed all copies of Call 
Me Max and I Am Jazz by transgen-
der author Jazz Jennings be removed 
from elementary school and classroom 
libraries and placed in “a location 
where students do not have access.” 

School board member Erica Whit-
field indicated this was only the 
beginning. “We’re doing a deep dive 
now into everything,” said Whitfield. 
“Our intention is to be in compliance 
with the law.”

On April 18, the National Coali-
tion Against Censorship wrote a letter 
to the school board urging the imme-
diate return of the books to library 
shelves, as “the law applies only to 
classroom instruction and says nothing 
about school library materials.” 

In late April, the district’s Diversity 
and Equity Committee recommended 
that removal of books from school 
libraries stop until the law goes into 
effect on July 1. 

Committee member Emmy Kenny 
urged the school board “to consider 
the lives of our students over the 
financial impact of being sued. It is 
proven and well known that seeing 
your identity reflected in the curricu-
lum decreases suicides.”

Despite this, the comprehensive 
survey of library material contin-
ued. Every book flagged by a teacher 
as containing material that could be 
in violation of the law was removed 
for review. Additional copies were 
sequestered in places no student could 
access. 

The graphic novel Flamer by Mike 
Curato and the book A Guide to Gen-
der: The Social Justice Advocate’s Hand-
book by Sam Killermann were spe-
cifically indicated for removal by the 
district. 

A Guide to Gender contains the 
learning tool “the genderbread per-
son,” which explains that gender 
identity, gender expression, anatom-
ical sex, sex assigned at birth, sexual 
attraction, and romantic attraction are 
all independent variables. It was pre-
viously used in a 12th grade human 
development course. 

A giant poster of “the genderbread 
person” bearing the words “Found in 
Florida” in red was used by DeSantis 
as a prop during his press conference.

Reported in: South Florida Sun 
Sentinel, April 6, 2022; National 
Coalition Against Censorship, 
April 20, 2022; The Palm Beach 
Post, June 13, 2022.

Walton County, Florida
In March, Superintendent A. Rus-
sel Hughes ordered the removal of 58 
titles from the online catalog and all 
school libraries in the Walton County 
School District. Hughes instructed 
librarians not to talk about the books’ 
removal. 

The list, titled “2021 Porn in 
Schools Report,” was created by 
Florida Citizens Alliance (FCA) and 
given to Hughes by Lisa Robertson, 
a teacher who is also a member of the 
local chapter of Moms for Liberty. 

Many of the books on the list 
have lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgen-
der, queer/ questioning, intersex, 

and asexual (LGBTQIA+) characters, 
authors, and related themes. Others 
are by Black, indigeonous, and people 
of color (BIPOC). Some are sex edu-
cation titles. 

The “porn” list includes the 
charming children’s book Everywhere 
Babies and the graphic novel adapta-
tion of the popular and award-win-
ning Scottish time travel romance 
series Outlander. 

FCA, led by CEO and co-founder 
Keith Flaugh, is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. 
In addition to supporting parental 
rights legislation and opposing the 
Florida Education Association teach-
ers’ union, they identify and demon-
ize books that “glorify LGBTQ iden-
tities to our children.” 

Twenty-four of the 58 titles on 
FCA’s list were held by Walton 
County school libraries. No review 
process was followed prior to their 
removal. 

The mass book banning went pub-
lic when Robertson informed the 
school board about it during the pub-
lic comments section of their April 19 
meeting. 

Some in attendance shared con-
cerns that the school district was not 
following their process for handling 
book challenges. Board member Jason 
Catalano brushed aside these con-
cerns, stating the “Porn Report” itself 
fell outside of their procedures. 

Books challenged for their appear-
ance on the FCA “2021 Porn in 
Schools Report”:

• A Court of Mist and Fury by Sarah 
J. Maas—Withdrawn

• A Day in the Life of Marlon Bundo 
by Jill Twiss

• Almost Perfect by Brian Katcher—
Withdrawn

• And Tango Makes Three by Justin 
Richardson, Peter Parnell

• Beautiful Bastard by Christina 
Lauren
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• Being Jazz: My Life as a 
(Transgender Teen) by Jazz Jennings

• Beloved by Toni Morrison—
Withdrawn

• Celebrate Your Body 2: The Ultimate 
Puberty Book for Preteen and Teen 
Girls by Lisa Klein

• Daddy’s Roommate by Michael 
Willhoite

• Dead Until Dark by Charlaine 
Harris—Withdrawn

• Doing It! Let’s Talk About Sex by 
Hannah Witton

• Drama by Raina Telgemeier—
Withdrawn

• Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina 
Garcia—Withdrawn

• Everywhere Babies by Susan Meyers, 
Marla Frazee

• Extremely Loud and Incredibly 
Close by Jonathan Safran Foer—
Withdrawn

• Fates and Furies by Lauren Groff
• Fifty Shades of Grey by E. L. James
• Fly on the Wall: How One Girl Saw 

Everything by E. Lockhart
• Forever by Judy Blume—

Withdrawn
• Grl2grl: Short Fictions by Julie Anne 

Peters
• Home at Last by Vera B Williams
• I Am Jazz by Jessica Herthel, Jazz 

Jennings
• It’s Perfectly Normal by Robie H. 

Harris
• Killing Mr. Griffin by Lois 

Duncan—Withdrawn
• Melissa (previously published 

as George) by Alex Gino—
Withdrawn

• Mommy, Mama, and Me by Lesléa 
Newman, Carol Thompson

• More Happy Than Not by Adam 
Silvera

• Nineteen Minutes by Jodi Picoult—
Withdrawn

• Normal People: A Novel by Sally 
Rooney

• Peacock Among Pigeons by Tyler 
Curry

• Purim Superhero by Elisabeth 
Kushner, Mike Byrne

• Real Live Boyfriends: Yes. 
Boyfriends, Plural. If My Life 
Weren’t Complicated, I Wouldn’t 
be Ruby Oliver by E. Lockhart—
Withdrawn

• S.E.X.: The All-You-Need-to-Know 
Sexuality Guide to Get You Through 
Your Teens and Twenties by Heather 
Corinna

• Sex is a Funny Word by Cory 
Silverberg

• Sex Plus: Learning, Loving, and 
Enjoying Your Body by Laci Green

• Sloppy Firsts by Megan 
McCafferty—Withdrawn

• The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-
Time Indian by Sherman Alexie—
Withdrawn

• The Bluest Eye by Toni 
Morrison—Withdrawn

• The Exile: An Outlander Graphic 
Novel by Diana Gabaldon—
Withdrawn

• The Family Book by Todd Parr
• The Family Fletcher Takes Rock 

Island by Dana Alison Levy
• The Gender Quest Workbook: A 

Guide for Teens & Young Adults 
Exploring Gender Identity by Rylan 
Jay Testa, Deborah Coolhart, 
Jayme Peta

• The God of Small Things by 
Arundhati Roy—Withdrawn

• The Hate U Give by Angie 
Thomas—Withdrawn

• The Kite Runner by Khaled 
Hosseini—Withdrawn

• The Truth about Alice by Jennifer 
Mathieu—Withdrawn

• Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay 
Asher—Withdrawn

• This Book is Gay by Juno Dawson
• This Day in June by Gayle E 

Pitman
• This One Summer by Mariko 

Tamaki, Jillian Tamaki—
Withdrawn

• Trans+: Love, Sex, Romance, and 

Being You by Kathryn Gonzales
• Tricks by Ellen Hopkins—

Withdrawn
• Two Boys Kissing by David 

Levithan
• Two Dads by Carolyn Robertson
• Unravel Me by Tahereh Mafi—

Withdrawn
• Vincent Boys by Abbi Glines
• Wait, What? A Comic Book Guide 

to Relationships, Bodies, and Growing 
Up by Heather Corinna

• Worm Loves Worm by J.J. Austrian, 
Mike Curato

Reported in: Northwest Flor-
ida Daily News, April 25, 2022; 
Washington Post, April 22, 2022; 
WJHG, April 19, 2022.

Cherokee County, Georgia
During the March 17 Cherokee 
County School District board meet-
ing, Michelle Brown read a sexually 
explicit excerpt from Homegoing by 
Yaa Gyasi. Brown has children who 
attend an elementary school in the 
district. The book is held by high 
school libraries. 

Board members requested Brown 
stop reading explicit passages as 
younger children could be watching 
the meeting online. When she contin-
ued, the board ruled her out of order. 
As a result, the video went viral on 
social media and was widely promoted 
on conservative media outlets Fox 
News and PJ Media. 

Brown again raised objections to 
high school library holdings of Home-
going during the April 21 school board 
meeting. “The only purpose of these 
books is to sexualize our children and 
normalize harmful behaviors,” said 
Brown.

High school junior Lily Car-
ras disagreed. “As someone who has 
also read the books currently being 
challenged, I can say with full confi-
dence that they are not pornographic 
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material,” said Carras. “Books stand 
paramount as a weapon against 
ignorance.”

Brown’s in-meeting activism took 
place in the lead-up to school board 
elections in the May primary. Brown 
supports four conservative candidates 
running for the four open seats on the 
seven-member board. 

Brown leads a group of parents and 
grandparents attempting to remove 
books from library collections. She 
sent a list of 225 titles to the district 
in March. Formal requests for recon-
sideration have been submitted for 14 
titles. 

The only challenged titles which 
have been publicly disclosed are 
Homegoing, The Handmaid’s Tale 
(graphic novel) by Margaret Atwood 
and Renee Nault, and The Glass Cas-
tle by Jeanette Walls. The outcomes 
of the reconsideration requests are 
unknown.

Reported in: Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution, April 26, 2022.

Forsyth, Georgia
On January 25, Forsyth County 
Schools sent an email to all district 
schools that a list of eight books must 
be removed from curricula, school 
libraries, and classroom libraries, and 
four others must be moved to high 
school libraries. 

The books withdrawn and relo-
cated were from a list of 30 titles cre-
ated by the private Facebook groups 
No Left Turn Georgia, Truth in Edu-
cation, Mary in the Library, and Con-
cerned Parents of Forsyth County. An 
additional title they requested removal 
of, Check Please! #hockey by Ngozi 
Ukazu, had previously been removed 
as the result of another challenge. 

The titles removed and targeted 
consist primarily of books dealing 
with themes of race and racism, gen-
der identity and sexuality, and repro-
ductive rights. Many have authors 

who are Black, indigenous, or per-
sons of color; women; and/ or who 
are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgen-
der, queer/ questioning, intersex, and 
asexual (LGBTQIA+). 

At the February 15 school board 
meeting, Concerned Parents of For-
syth demanded an independent audit 
of the more than half million titles 
in the school system to remove all 
“pornography.” 

Associate superintendent of teach-
ing and learning Lee Anne Rice and 
chief technology and information 
officer Mike Evans announced pro-
posed changes to the district’s recon-
sideration process at the March 15 
school board meeting.

Rice and Evans said the pro-
posed changes would increase paren-
tal involvement in library material 
selection and allow books to be chal-
lenged at the district-level instead of 
reviewed at the school-level. 

The district’s existing policy does 
not appear to have been followed with 
regards to the titles withdrawn and 
relocated district-wide in response to 
challenges raised by conservative pres-
sure groups in January. 

Also during the March school 
board meeting, parents raised rau-
cous objections to the books Call Me 
By Your Name by Andre Aciman and 
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close by 
Jonathan Safran Foer. One mother 
was removed from the meeting and 
will not be readmitted until she puts 
in writing that she agrees to follow 
the rules of the meetings. 

Titles challenged in this case: 

• All Boys Aren’t Blue: A Memoir-
Manifesto by George M. Johnson—
Withdrawn

• Call Me By Your Name by Andre 
Aciman—Outcome unknown

• Check, Please! #hockey by Ngozi 
Ukazu—Previously withdrawn

• Extremely Loud and Incredibly 

Close by Jonathan Safran Foer—
Outcome unknown

• Juliet Takes a Breath by Gabby 
Rivera—Withdrawn

• L8r, G8r by Lauren Myracle—
Withdrawn

• Looking for Alaska by John 
Green—Retained

• Me and Earl and the Dying Girl by 
Jesse Andrews—Withdrawn

• Monday’s Not Coming by Tiffany 
Jackson—Retained

• Nineteen Minutes by Jodi Picoult—
Withdrawn

• Out of Darkness by Ashley Hope 
Pérez—Withdrawn

• The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-
Time Indian by Sherman Alexie—
Relocated to high school libraries

• The Bluest Eye by Toni 
Morrison—Withdrawn

• The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret 
Atwood—Relocated to high 
school libraries

• The Infinite Moment of Us by 
Lauren Myracle—Withdrawn

• This One Summer by Mariko 
Tamaki, Jillian Tamaki—Relocated 
to high school libraries

• Two Boys Kissing by David 
Levithan—Relocated to high 
school libraries

Reported in: Forsyth County 
News, January 30, 2022, and 
March 11, 2022; WSET March 30, 
2022.

Savannah, Georgia
A group calling itself the School 
Board Action Team began attending 
board meetings of the Savannah-Cha-
tham County Public School System 
in January to speak out against nine 
books they consider to be “obscene.” 

For months, they read excerpts 
from the books during the pub-
lic comments section of every board 
meeting. The books are all avail-
able in high school libraries and two 
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of the titles are also in middle school 
collections.

Beth Majeroni, the leader of the 
School Board Action Team, does not 
have children in the district. She is 
a board member of the conservative 
women’s organization Ladies on the 
Right. 

The group appears to be more ded-
icated to making a commotion than 
to following procedures to have the 
titles’ place in district collections for-
mally reviewed. They have deliber-
ately refrained from filing requests for 
reconsideration, a necessary step to 
initiate the review process. Majeroni 
said they’re hoping for a legislative 
response instead. 

Titles challenged in this case: 

• #MurderTrending by Gretchen 
McNeil

• All Boys Aren’t Blue: A Memoir-
Manifesto by George M. Johnson

• Allegedly by Tiffany Jackson
• Beyond Magenta: Transgender Teens 

Speak Out by Susan Kuklin
• Gender Queer: A Memoir by Maia 

Kobabe
• Juliet Takes a Breath by Gabby 

Rivera
• Monday’s Not Coming by Tiffany 

Jackson
• The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-

Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
• Tricks by Ellen Hopkins

Reported in: Savannah Morning 
News, April 28, 2022, and May 3, 
2022.

Coeur D’Alene, Idaho
Requests for reconsideration of Prince 
and Knight by Daniel Haack and The 
Hips on the Drag Queen Go Swish, 
Swish, Swish by Lil Miss Hot Mess 
were received, reviewed, and rejected 
by a committee of the Coeur d’Alene 
Public Library.

The announcement of the decision 
to retain the titles in the children’s 
section was made by trustee Steve 
McCrea during their February 24 
board meeting. 

“There are parents that like these 
books in the library,” McCrea said. 
“They want access to them for their 
children.” He stressed that, “they’re 
very benign. There’s no sexualiza-
tion. There’s no pornography. There’s 
nothing explicit in either of those two 
books.”

Both of the books challenged 
depict characters who are lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer/ 
questioning, intersex, and asex-
ual (LGBTQIA+). The committee’s 
report on the two titles they reviewed 
stated that “It is not disputed that . . . 
sexual identity or gender are import-
ant topics for parents to discuss with 
their children.”

Claridge was not satisfied with the 
board’s adoption of the review com-
mittee’s recommendation. She stated 
that Idaho statute 18-1513 prohib-
its distributing obscene materials to 
minors. She asked that the books be 
placed in a “LGBTQ/ Transgender” 
section of the library, since they aren’t 
being withdrawn. 

Numerous parents in atten-
dance raised misguided and overtly 
homophobic objections. Wendy Smith 
said, “Some books are designed to 
entice young people to the LGBTQ 
lifestyle.” 

Heather DeHay cited three addi-
tional titles she wants removed from 
the library, Auntie Uncle: Drag Queen 
Hero by Ellie Royce, Diary of a Drag 
Queen by Crystal Rasmussen, and My 
Fairy Godmother is a Drag Queen by 
David Clawson. 

“Aside from the brainwashing 
of young minds into the LGBTQ 
agenda, we should be deeply con-
cerned with a growing movement to 

normalize the sexualization of our 
children,” said DeHay.

McCrea stressed the library has a 
responsibility to represent all points of 
view and all community members. He 
stated matter-of-factly that the books 
are not “brainwashing children.”

“You don’t have to allow your 
children to read these books,” said 
McCrea. “You are the parent. You 
don’t have to check the book out of 
the library.”

During the meeting Claridge also 
voiced objections to Jonathan Evison’s 
Lawn Boy. She demanded that the 
book be relocated to the adult section. 
This would be impossible, as it was 
already shelved there. 

Reported in: Coeur d’Alene/Post 
Falls Press, February 27, 2022.

Allen County, Indiana
A group of parents requested the 
removal of Maya Angelou’s I Know 
Why the Caged Bird Sings from the 
10th grade curriculum during the 
February 14 school board meeting of 
the Northwest Allen County School 
District.

Angelou’s account of her life 
through age 17 portrays how her love 
of literature and the power of words 
helped her cope with racism and 
childhood sexual trauma. It provides 
examples of resisting racist oppression 
and navigating male-dominated soci-
ety as a woman. It was nominated for 
a National Book Award in 1970.

The parents challenged the book 
due to its presentation of molestation 
and rape and because they felt it was 
racist. They provided recommenda-
tions for alternative books that could 
be read, including The 47 Financial 
Principles and Finances for Teens. 

Additionally, Southwest Allen 
County School Board candidate 
Amanda Tokos began recruiting 
“book investigators” to report mate-
rial in school and classroom libraries 
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that are “harmful” to minors at all 
four Allen County public school 
systems. 

Tokos is the administrator of a pri-
vate Facebook group called the Advi-
sory Book Club of Allen County, 
which claims it is “saving kids one 
book at a time” by diminishing access 
to books. 

The group seeks to “expose harm-
ful books in an effort to educate our 
community and our legislators, as well 
as to create evidence in an effort to 
have them removed from the schools 
and restricted from minors in public 
libraries.”

Reported in: WANE, February 
14, 2022; WPTA, March 18, 2022.

Indianola, Iowa
After three recently challenged books 
were retained throughout the Indi-
anola Community School District, 
parents came to the April 12 school 
board meeting to demand an eas-
ier method to keep children from 
reading.

Suggestions that were made 
included adopting a rating system for 
books, requiring parental permission 
for books with more mature content, 
and withdrawing any library books 
that are “disgusting, vulgar, sexually 
descriptive, and essentially illegal in 
public.” 

The district’s formal reconsider-
ation process was reviewed. During 
the explanation, it was also revealed 
that books are sometimes reviewed 
informally. 

Board president Rob Keller said 
he would prefer a more proactive 
approach to removing or curtailing 
access to library material, such as the 
“parental notification and permission 
requirement” that principal Jeff Sie-
bersma proposed, requiring signed 
permission slips for any material iden-
tified as “young adult, mature, or 
adult crossover.”

Board member Ben Metzger also 
voiced support for this approach. 

At the April 26 meeting, most who 
spoke out during the public comments 
section opposed the efforts to restrict 
access to books.

Eric Christensen said “There are all 
kinds of ughly things, uncomfortable 
things, to read about, but all of those 
have a place in our library.” 

Lynn Cory, who has served on the 
district’s reconsideration committee, 
stated flatly that “pornography does 
not exist in our schools.” 

Cory praised the librarians who 
selected materials and the teachers 
who used them in class. “I cannot tell 
you how impressed I was listening to 
their conversations and rationale[s] for 
the books they chose at the reconsid-
eration committee meetings. It made 
me feel proud to be a part of this 
district.”

The recently challenged books 
were: 

• Touching Spirit Bear by Ben 
Mikaelsen

• Looking for Alaska by John Green
• Beyond Magenta: Transgender Teens 

Speak Out by Susan Kuklin
• Two books were “informally” 

reconsidered and retained:
• Flamer by Mike Curato
• Jesus Land: A Memoir by Julia 

Scheeres
• Books removed from school 

libraries through an “informal 
process”:

• Gender Queer: A Memoir by Maia 
Kobabe

• Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic by 
Alison Bechdel

• Check Please! #hockey by Ngozi 
Ukazu

• Mein Kampf by Adolf Hitler

Reported in: Indianola Indepen-
dent Advocate, April 13, 2022, and 
April 27, 2022.

Oskaloosa, Iowa
On November 9, 2021, the Oskaloosa 
Community School District received 
requests to reconsider 14 titles. Rea-
sons for the challenges included 
homosexual content, sexually explicit 
passages, and that portrayals of police 
brutality could “create a negative 
view [of ] law enforcement.”

A reconsideration committee was 
formed and met four times from the 
date of the challenge until January 30, 
to review 12 of the titles. Two of the 
titles which were challenged, Gender 
Queer by Maia Kobabe and All Boys 
Aren’t Blue by George M. Johnson, 
were not held by the district, so they 
were not reviewed.

The committee recommended that 
all but one of the titles be retained 
without restriction. Openly Straight 
by Bill Konigsberg, was restricted to 
high school use, and the copy that was 
held by the Oskaloosa Middle School 
library was relocated to the Oskaloosa 
High school library. 

Additionally, the committee rec-
ommended that alternate titles be 
provided on request for the two titles 
which were part of the curriculum, 
Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes, 
and The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-
Time Indian by Sherman Alexie. Par-
ents whose 8th grade students are 
assigned Flowers for Algernon will now 
be sent letters explaining the book’s 
content. 

The titles that were challenged and 
retained without restriction were: 

• All American Boys by Jason 
Reynolds, Brendan Kiely

• Beyond Magenta: Transgender Teens 
Speak Out by Susan Kuklin

• Cut by Patricia McCormick
• Hooper by Geoff Herbach
• Looking for Alaska by John Green
• Out of Darkness by Ashley Hope 

Pérez
• The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two 
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Teenagers and the Crime that 
Changed Their Lives by Dashka 
Slater

• The God of Small Things by 
Arundhati Roy

• The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas

In a separate incident in January, a 
group of parents organized in oppo-
sition to the Oskaloosa Elementary 
School’s proposed adoption of the Wit 
& Wisdom curriculum, alleging that 
teaching about Civil Rights consti-
tuted “child abuse.”

The five titles included in the Wit 
& Wisdom curriculum that were 
specifically objected to by the group 
were: 

• I Have a Dream by Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and Kadir Nelson

• Martin Luther King, Jr. and the 
March on Washington by Frances E. 
Ruffin

• Ruby Bridges Goes to School by 
Ruby Bridges

• Separate is Never Equal: Sylvia 
Mendez and Her Familys’ Fight for 
Desegregation by Duncan Tonatiuh

• The Story of Ruby Bridges by 
Robert Coles

On February 8, the board voted 
5-2 to approve the curriculum.

Reported in: Iowa Starting Line, 
January 31, 2022, and February 9, 
2022; Office for Intellectual Free-
dom challenge reports.

Derby, Kansas
On February 16, the Library Com-
mittee for Derby Public Schools 
voted to remove Sherman Alexie’s 
award-winning book The Absolutely 
True Diaries of a Part-Time Indian from 
the library at Derby North Middle 
School. 

Additionally, the book was taken 
off of the teacher selection list, mean-
ing that it can no longer be taught at 

Derby High School. They also ruled 
that warning labels indicating mature 
content would be added to the copies 
that are available for checkout at the 
high school.

Three members of the school board 
served on the committee. The request 
to reconsider the novel was submitted 
by the grandparent of a student.

Holly Putnam-Jackson, assistant 
superintendent of curriculum, advised 
the committee that the district’s legal 
team cautioned against labeling books 
as explicit or asking parents to approve 
their children’s library selections. 

A request to reconsider the novel 
We Are Not From Here by Jenny Tor-
res Sanchez was also received. Cop-
ies of the book were obtained as part 
of a grant. While the committee 
reviewed the book, the outcome was 
not reported and is largely moot as the 
teacher who used the book is leaving 
the district and taking all copies with 
her.

At the district’s February 28 board 
meeting, former city councilor Cheryl 
Bannon spoke against the censoring 
of classroom and school library books. 
She said that if Alexie’s novel wasn’t 
age-appropriate, then neither was The 
Bible. 

Bannon submitted a request for 
reconsideration for The Bible, which 
is used in an elective “Bible as Liter-
ature” course at Derby High School. 
The Library Committee voted to 
retain it in school libraries and on the 
teacher selection list.

Reported in: Salina Post, March 
8, 2022, and March 30, 2022.

Shawnee, Kansas
In April, formal requests for recon-
sideration were submitted for five 
books at the Shawnee Heights Unified 
School District. 

State senator Rick Kloos person-
ally met with superintendent Tim 
Hallacy to voice his opposition to the 

award-winning book Gender Queer: A 
Memoir by Maia Kobabe.

State senator Renee Erickson also 
spoke out against Gender Queer, claim-
ing that if she found images from the 
book on a colleague’s computer, she 
would report them for possession of 
child pornography. 

On May 16, the school board voted 
to approve the recommendations 
from the Book Review Committee to 
retain five books which had recently 
been formally challenged.

Not My Idea: A Book About White-
ness by Anastasia Higginbotham was 
retained at the Shawnee Heights Ele-
mentary School library by a vote of 
4-3, but with the option for parents to 
restrict access for their children.

Beyond the Gender Binary by Alok 
Vaid-Menon was retained without 
restrictions at the Shawnee Heights 
Middle School library by a vote of 
7-0.

All Boys Aren’t Blue: A Mem-
oir-Manifesto by George M. Johnson 
was retained without restriction at the 
Shawnee Heights High School library 
by a vote of 5-2.

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 
was retained at the Shawnee Heights 
High School library and a s part of 
the 9th grade English Language Arts 
curriculum by a vote of 6-1. Students 
have the option to read To Kill a Mock-
ingbird as an alternative assignment. 

Gender Queer was retained with-
out restriction at the Shawnee Heights 
High School library by a vote of 4-3. 

Reported in: Topeka Capital- 
Journal, April 21, 2022; Kansas 
Reflector, May 17, 2022.

Shawnee Mission, Kansas
During the public comments section 
of the October 25, 2021, meeting of 
the Shawnee Mission School District 
(SMSD) board, Debbie Detmer spoke 
out against student masking require-
ments and read excerpts from school 
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library books she considered to be 
inappropriate for children.

Sabrina Hardy also read excerpts 
from a number of books she felt 
should not be available from school 
libraries. 

One of the titles read from, All 
Boys Aren’t Blue: A Memoir Mani-
festo by George M. Johnson, was also 
objected to by Sean Claycamp at the 
September 27 meeting.

All Boys Aren’t Blue was included 
on a list of supplemental reading 
material for young adults which was 
distributed to some district students. 

Formal requests for reconsideration 
never seem to have been submitted. 

Based on the descriptions provided 
on videos of the public comments 
uploaded by “Little Family on the 
Prairie,” the real objective may have 
been to influence the upcoming board 
election. 

One description inaccurately and 
misleadingly states, “This mother 
reads the material currently allowed 
in SMSD classrooms under the school 
board authority of Mary Sinclair and 
Heather Ousley, who are running 
for re-election Nov 2. Students of all 
ages are introduced to violent mate-
rial, pornographic literature, and 
other objectioanble content aimed 
at indoctrinating minors thanks to 
this current board’s agenda-driven 
curriculum.”

Both video descriptions end with 
the statement: “VOTE THE BOARD 
OUT ON NOV 2.”

None of the books read from are 
used as part of any district curric-
ula. Both Sinclair and Ousley were 
re-elected. To date, no further objec-
tions to reading material available 
at district libraries have been raised 
during board meetings.

The other titles objected to at the 
board meeting and on Facebook were: 

• Concrete Rose by Angie Thomas

• Crash Into Me by Albert Borris
• Lawn Boy by Jonathan Evison
• Living Dead Girl by Elizabeth 

Scott
• Scythe by Neal Shusterman
• The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
• You Be You!: The Kid’s Guide to 

Gender, Sexuality, and Family by 
Jonathan Branfman

Reported in: Shawnee Mission 
School District Board of Edu-
cation Special Public Comment 
Meeting Minutes, September 27, 
2021, and October 25, 2021. 

Lafayette, Louisiana
In February, a patron requested 
that the Lafayette Public Library 
remove DVD copies of the docu-
mentary Scotty and the Secret History of 
Hollywood.

The unrated film tells the story of 
Scotty Bowers, who arranged sexual 
encounters for closeted gay, lesbian, 
and bisexual movie stars from the 
1940s through the 1980s. It is based 
on Bowers’s book Full Service: My 
Adventures in Hollywood and the Secret 
Sex Lives of the Stars.

On March 9, the review committee 
voted to retain the film in the library. 

The committee consisted of two 
librarians and one appointed board 
member. Due to a board-initiated 
policy change, this is the final mate-
rials challenge that will be handled 
in this fashion by the Lafayette Pub-
lic Library. Committees reviewing 
future challenges will consist of two 
appointed board members and one 
library staff member. 

Members of the public have raised 
objections that this will open the pro-
cess to political influence.

On April 18, the library board 
voted 6-0 to restrict circulation of 
Scotty and the Secret History of Hollywood 
to people 17 and over and require ID 
to check it out.

Reported in: The Acadiana 
Advocate, March 7, 2022; KATC, 
March 10, 2022; Daily Advertiser, 
April 19, 2022.

Wicomico County, 
Maryland
During the public comments sec-
tion of the Wicomico County Pub-
lic Schools’s (WCPS) March 8 board 
meeting, the Delmarva Parent 
Teacher Coalition (DPTC) voiced 
concerns about the book All Boys 
Aren’t Blue: A Memoir-Manifesto by 
George M. Johnson and called for its 
removal from district school libraries. 

According to their website, DPTC 
works “to make sure that the use of 
propaganda, identity politics, and 
extreme socialism are not integrated 
throughout the state curriculum.” 
Members in attendance read short 
excerpts from Johnson’s affirming and 
award-winning memoir about grow-
ing up Black and queer.

No formal request for reconsid-
eration of All Boys Aren’t Blue was 
received, however WCPS superin-
tendent Donna Hanlin had the books 
removed from high school library 
shelves without discussion and in vio-
lation of the district’s established pol-
icy and procedures. 

Hanlin released a statement that 
two school library media special-
ists removed the book on their own 
accord because “they did not recog-
nize the extremely graphic nature of 
this book when it was ordered. They 
corrected their own mistake, meaning 
that it didn’t need to go through the 
review process.”

On March 22, the National Coa-
lition Against Censorship sent a letter 
to the WCPS board of education, urg-
ing them to return their copies of the 
book to library shelves, follow their 
formal review process, and “make 
it clear to all district personnel that 
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compliance with board regulations is 
not optional.”

Their letter also reminded the 
board that ignoring book chal-
lenge procedures potentially exposes 
the district to legal liability. “The 
Supreme Court has limited the abil-
ity of public schools to remove library 
books. In particular, the Court has 
said that books cannot be removed 
because of disagreement with the 
views expressed therein.”

Salisbury PFLAG Executive Direc-
tor Mark DeLancey indicated that 
PFLAG plans to take legal action. 

Reported in: Maryland Coast 
Dispatch, March 17, 2022; 
National Coalition Against Cen-
sorship, March 22, 2022; Del-
marva Parent Teacher Coalition, 
March 9, 2022; Salisbury Daily 
Times, March 17, 2022.

Worcester, Maryland
All Boys Aren’t Blue: A Memoir-Manifesto 
by George M. Johnson was challenged 
twice by high school parents in the 
Worcester County Public Schools sys-
tem following complaints about critical 
race theory and gay sex voiced during 
the February 15 board meeting. 

Numerous parents and community 
members defended the title during 
the March 15 board meeting, though 
detractors also persisted in raising 
objections to it. 

Copies of the book are available in 
all four district high schools. Through 
August, there is no indication of a rec-
ommendation from a review commit-
tee regarding the book. 

Based on a comment made at the 
April 19 meeting that “the book” 
was being allowed in schools, but 
the American flag wasn’t, it appears 
to have been retained. Further con-
text for the alleged disappearance of 
American flags was not provided. This 
is the last reference to the book that 
appears in their minutes.

Reported in: Maryland Coast 
Dispatch, February 17, 2022, and 
March 9, 2022; Salisbury Daily 
Times, March 17, 2022; Ocean City 
Today, March 24, 2022; Worces-
ter County Public Schools Board 
of Education minutes, February 
15, 2022, and March 15, 2022, and 
April 19, 2022.

Rochester, Michigan
Local parents formed a group on 
Facebook focused on searching the 
Rochester Community Schools’ 
online catalog for books they consider 
to be “pornography.”

The group spoke out against four 
titles during the February 7 board 
meeting and read passages from sev-
eral of them. Numerous emails and 
were also sent to district administra-
tors about the titles.

The books were indefinitely 
removed from circulation. On March 
14, after administrators received 
a letter complaining a fifth “por-
nographic” title was found in the col-
lection, Flamer by Mike Curato was 
also removed from circulation. 

Three of the five titles have lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer/ 
questioning, intersex, and asexual 
(LGBTQIA+) characters, themes, 
and/ or authors. One is a science fic-
tion novel about women’s rights and 
reproductive rights. The last is a 
memoir recounting the author’s expe-
riences growing up in a dysfunctional 
family struggling with poverty. 

Titles challenged in this case:

• All Boys Aren’t Blue: A Memoir-
Manifesto by George M. Johnson

• Check, Please! #hockey by Ngozi 
Ukazu

• Flamer by Mike Curato
• The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
• The Handmaid’s Tale (graphic nov-

el) by Margaret Atwood

Reported in: Office for Intel-
lectual Freedom challenge report.

Hinds County, Mississippi
On March 2, Gary Road Elemen-
tary School Assistant principal Toby 
Price read I Need a New Butt by Dawn 
McMillan to second grade students 
over Zoom. He was placed on admin-
istrative leave that day and terminated 
from his position two days later for 
violating the standards of conduct sec-
tion of the Mississippi Educator Code 
of Ethics.

Principal Jenetha Lampkin was 
originally supposed to read to the 
students during the meeting. When 
she didn’t show, Price improvised 
by grabbing a book he had nearby, 
because it was a favorite of his 
children.

More than 21 percent of those liv-
ing in Hinds County fall below the 
poverty line. Price said, “We have a 
lot of reluctant readers. I am a firm 
believer that reluctant readers need the 
silly, funny books to hook them in.”

In a letter sent to the school board 
on March 21, the National Coalition 
Against Censorship (NCAC) called 
on them to rescind their action, stat-
ing that it created “a chilling effect 
among teachers, who fear that they, 
too, will suffer consequences if they 
ever dare to bring new or different 
ideas or perspectives to their students 
outside of approved curricula.”

NCAC also stated that, “Impos-
ing such a harsh penalty for reading 
a rather innocuous book sends the 
message to students that even a slight 
deviation from social norms is so 
egregiously wrong that it merits the 
most severe punishment that the dis-
trict can mete out.

Price had no prior disciplinary 
issues and said he had previously read 
the book to students while working at 
other school districts. 
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Reported in: New York Times, 
March 11, 2022; National Coali-
tion Against Censorship, March 
21, 2022.

Madison County, 
Mississippi
Members of the pressure groups Mad-
ison MS Mommas, Madison County 
for Freedom, and a local chapter of 
Moms for Liberty voiced objections 
to school library materials during 
the public comment sections of the 
December, January, February, March, 
and April board meetings of Madison 
County Schools (MCS). 

Almost all of the 22 titles targeted 
featured Black, indigenous, and peo-
ple of color (BIPOC) and lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer/ 
questioning, intersex, and asexual 
(LGBTQIA+) characters. The books 
dealt with themes of race, racism, 
gender identity, and sexuality. Most 
also had BIPOC or LGBTQIA+ 
authors. 

The target audiences of the various 
books ran the gamut and some were 
held in district elementary school, 
middle school, and high school librar-
ies, accordingly. 

Mississippi MassResistance cele-
brated the district’s move to restrict 
access to the challenged titles in an 
April 11th post and indicated that 
their members were among those 
speaking out during the April 4 board 
meeting. The Southern Poverty Law 
Center categorizes MassResistance as 
an anti-LGBTQIA+ hate group.

MassResistance member Lindsey 
Beckham, was one of the people who 
voiced opposition to the books during 
the meetings. She said that was con-
cerned about critical race theory.

During the week of April 18, the 
district announced that parental per-
mission would be required for stu-
dents to check out any of the chal-
lenged materials. MCS director of 

communications Gene Wright said 
that a review committee was being 
formed to evaluate the books and 
make recommendations to the district 
about them.

On August 1, the board voted 
unanimously to approve the superin-
tendent Charlotte Seals’s recommen-
dation to continue restricting access 
to 10 of the titles. Eleven of the chal-
lenged titles will no longer require 
parental permission. No recommen-
dation was provided or voted on 
for Monday’s Not Coming by Tiffany 
Jackson.

Titles challenged in this case:

• All American Boys by Jason 
Reynolds, Brendan Kiely—unre-
stricted, grades 9-12

• American Born Chinese by Gene 
Luen Yang—parental permission 
required, grades 9-12

• Beloved by Toni Morrison—pa-
rental permission required, grades 
9-12

• Dear Martin by Nic Stone—unre-
stricted, grades 9-12

• Discovering Wes Moore by Wes 
Moore—unrestricted, grades 9-12

• Eleanor & Park by Rainbow 
Rowell—parental permission 
required, grades 9-12

• I am Not Your Perfect Mexican 
Daughter by Erika Sanchez—pa-
rental permission required, grades 
9-12

• Let Me Hear a Rhyme by Tiffany 
Jackson—parental permission 
required, grades 9-12

• Love, Hate & Other Filters by 
Samira Ahmed—unrestricted, 
grades 9-12

• Monday’s Not Coming by Tiffany 
Jackson

• Out of Darkness by Ashley Hope 
Pérez—parental permission re-
quired, grades 9-12

• Piecing Me Together by Renee 
Watson—unrestricted, grades 6-12

• Queer, There, and Everywhere: 23 
People Who Changed the World by 
Sarah Prager

• Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson—
unrestricted, grades 9-12

• The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-
Time Indian by Sherman Alexie—
parental permission required, 
grades 9-12

• The Benefits of Being an Octopus by 
Ann Braden—unrestricted, grades 
6-12

• The Black Friend: On Being a 
Better White Person by Frederick 
Joseph—unrestricted, grades 9-12

• The Bluest Eye by Toni 
Morrison—parental permission 
required, grades 9-12

• The Hate U Give by Angie 
Thomas—parental permission 
required, grades 9-12

• The Kite Runner by Khaled 
Hosseini—unrestricted, grades 
9-12

• Touching Spirit Bear by Ben 
Mikaelsen—unrestricted, grades 
6-12

• Uglies by Scott Westerfeld—unre-
stricted, grades 6-12

Reported in: Mississippi Today, 
April 22, 2022, and August 1, 
2022.

Nixa, Missouri
In mid-February, members of the 
groups Concerned Parents for Nixa 
and No Left Turn in Education chal-
lenged 17 titles in libraries of the Nixa 
Public Schools District.

All of the books challenged had 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer/ questioning, intersex, and 
asexual (LGBTQIA+) and/ or non-
White authors.

During their May 12 meeting, the 
school board voted to remove Fun 
Home: A Family Tragicomic by Alison 
Bechdel and All Boys Aren’t Blue: A 
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Memoir-Manifesto by George M. John-
son from all school libraries.

An additional seven titles were 
removed from library shelves, but will 
be made available to students who 
receive parental permission to access 
them. Those titles were:

• Black Girl Unlimited: The 
Remarkable Story of a Teenage 
Wizard by Echo Brown

• Blankets: An Illustrated Novel by 
Craig Thompson

• Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi
• Looking for Alaska by John Green
• The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison
• The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
• The Perks of Being a Wallflower by 

Stephen Chbosky

The board voted to retain Margaret 
Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale.

During the meeting, teachers were 
accused by Concerned Parents of Nixa 
members of “peddling radical gender 
theory and critical race theory.” 

Members of Concerned Parents of 
Nixa also called for the resignations 
and terminations of staff members and 
school officials who voted to retain 
the titles or were otherwise complicit. 
They also suggested laws were being 
broken by having these books in 
libraries as they are “illegal to distrib-
ute to minors.”

More than a dozen Nixa high 
school students spoke out in favor of 
retaining access to all titles and pre-
sented a list of 316 signatures from 
classmates supporting keeping the 
books in their libraries. “These sig-
natures represent students from all 
grades, genders, ethnicities, who 
believe they will benefit from access 
to these books in the library without 
restriction,” said junior Justice Jones. 

Another student, Meghana Nak-
kanti, said “It is a student’s personal 
choice to engage with them. If they 
feel uncomfortable, they can stop 

reading or skip pages. However all 
students lose access to diverse ideas 
when books are restricted. 

These titles were also formally 
challenged by the group:

Beyond Magenta: Transgender Teens 
Speak Out by Susan Kuklin

• Crank by Ellen Hopkins
• Out of Darkness by Ashley Hope 

Pérez
• The Infinite Moment of Us by 

Lauren Myracle
• The Windup Girl by Paolo 

Bacigalupi
• Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher

Concerned Parents of Nixa have 
also raised written, verbal, and online 
objections to district library holdings 
of Jewell Parker Rhodes’s Ghost Boys 
and Something Happened in Our Town: 
A Child’s Story About Racial Injustice by 
Marianne Celano, Marietta Collins, 
Ann Hazzard, and Jennifer Zivion.

On May 17, the ACLU issued a 
formal “demand of preservation of 
tangible and electronic evidence” 
requiring Nixa schools to preserve 
“all tangible and electronic evidence 
and the suspension of routine destruc-
tion of documents that relate to the 
review and removal of books and 
other written materials from school 
libraries.”

The move seemingly indicates 
an intent to file a lawsuit against the 
school district. 

Gillian Wilcox, deputy director for 
litigation at the ACLU of Missori, said 
that the First Amendment “protects 
students’ rights to access and receive 
information.”

“It is especially concerning that the 
recent, coordinated book bans largely 
focus on authors of racial and sexual 
minority communities,” said Wilcox. 

At the June 28 board meeting, five 
school district policies were updated 
without discussion or description of 

the changes. The board voted 5-0 to 
revise the policies as part of the con-
sent agenda. The policies changed 
were: 

• Public participation at board 
meetings

• Interviews with or removal of 
students

• Public questions, comments, 
or concerns regarding district 
instructional, media, or library 
materials

• Instructional media centers, school 
libraries

• Instructional media centers, school 
libraries: Selection and reconsider-
ation of materials

The online agenda did not pro-
vide the name of the policies dealing 
with school library materials, but did 
include the names of the other two 
policies. 

During the September 13 board 
meeting, Heidi Hadley, an English 
professor with students enrolled in 
Nixa schools, spoke out against the 
policy changes and the manner in 
which they were made.

“Making policies that take the abil-
ity away from media specialists to be 
responsive to the need of their student 
population in their selection of books 
and media centers in their classrooms 
is, quite frankly, education malprac-
tice,” said Hadley. 

Reported in: Springfield News-
Leader, May 12, 2022, May 17, 
2022, September 15, 2022, Office 
for Intellectual Freedom chal-
lenge report.

Auburn, New York
During the public comments sec-
tion of the December 14, 2021, board 
meeting of the Auburn Enlarged City 
School District board resident Barb 
Stotler voiced an objection to the fact 
that George M. Johnson’s All Boys 
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Aren’t Blue: A Memoir-Manifesto was 
available at the Auburn High School 
library.

“This is a book on homosexuality. 
You could open the book into various 
places within and it was just pornog-
raphy, nothing more,” said Stotler. 

All Boys Aren’t Blue is a memoir 
about Johnson’s experiences growing 
up as a queer Black man which Kirkus 
referred to as a “captivating merci-
ful mirror for growing up Black and 
queer today.” 

Johnson’s memoir received numer-
ous accolades including being the 
American Library Association’s 2021 
Rainbow List selection for Young 
Adult Nonfiction, one of the Young 
Adult Library Services Association 
2021 Teens’ Top 10, one of the 2019 
Outstanding Books for the Col-
lege Bound, and a selection for the 
Goodreads Choice Award.

More people came to the Janu-
ary 11 board meeting to protest the 
book. After the meeting, a formal 
request for the book’s reconsideration 
was submitted and a review commit-
tee was formed to evaluate if the book 
would remain in the collection.

Nine of the ten people who spoke 
about the book during the January 
25 school board meeting supported 
keeping it available from the library. 
Among them was Steve Gamba, 
the high school’s choral and music 
director.

“To focus on only a few paragraphs 
and pages to characterize an entire 
book is both narrow-minded and 
wrong, while at the same time, inval-
idating the struggles of and further 
marginalizing the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity here at Auburn High School,” 
said Gamba

Stotler was the one of ten who 
spoke out opposing the book, this 
time stating that making it available to 
children violated “laws both state and 

federal pertaining to obscenity and 
minors.”

On March 6, it was reported that 
the review committee recommended 
retaining All Boys Aren’t Blue in the 
high school library collection. They 
also recommended that the board 
consider revising policies to allow 
parents to restrict their own childrens’ 
access to specific library materials.

Reported in: The Citizen, Janu-
ary 30, 2022, March 6, 2022, and 
July 30, 2022.

Wappingers, New York
On January 18, 2022, a member of 
Moms for Liberty and the grandparent 
of a student in the Wappingers Cen-
tral School District submitted formal 
requests for reconsideration of a num-
ber of titles, only one of which was 
held by a district library. She alleged 
the book is “indoctrinating our chil-
dren” and “promoting pornography.”

The district’s Instructional Reveiw 
Committee evaluated the title held, 
Maia Kobabe’s Gender Queer: A Mem-
oir. On February 9, they voted unan-
imously to retain it at the John Jay 
High School library and encouraged 
the other high school in the district, 
Roy C. Ketcham High, to purchase it 
for their library. 

However, Superintendent Dwight 
Bonk submitted his personal recom-
mendation for the book’s removal to 
the school board and on March 14, 
they voted unanimously to abide by 
Bonk’s recommendation and with-
draw Gender Queer. 

Reported in: Mid Hudson News, 
March 18, 2022.

Charlotte, North Carolina
Members of Moms for Liberty 
demanded the removal of a book 
assigned in a 9th grade class during 
the public comments section of the 
February 8 board meeting for Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg Schools (CMS). 

The book, The Girl Who Fell from 
the Sky by Heidi W. Durrow, explores 
race, class, and gender through the 
story of Rachel, a biracial girl orphan 
who is raped at age 16. It was added 
to the curriculum to help improve 
the diversity of authors and content in 
the classroom in response to feedback 
from students, teachers, and commu-
nity members. 

An alternative reading assignment 
was already available, however the 
Moms for Liberty members requested 
that the book be removed from the 
district.

Community members were 
informed about the formal recon-
sideration process CMS has in place 
to handle concerns about reading 
materials. 

Moms for Liberty members again 
spoke out against the novel during the 
March 8 school board meeting. It does 
not appear that any formal request 
for reconsideration was submitted 
in this case. CMS has not indicated 
if the book will remain part of the 
curriculum.

Reported in: WCCB, February 
10, 2022; The Charlotte Observer, 
March 24, 2022.

Iredell, North Carolina
Moms for Liberty began protest-
ing what they called “pornographic” 
books during the public comments 
section of the February 14 meeting of 
the Iredell-Statesville Schools Board 
of Education. 

Moms for Liberty members ini-
tially raised concerns regarding 33 
titles, though only two have been 
publicly disclosed are Almost Perfect 
by Brian Katcher and Another Day 
by David Levithan. By the March 14 
meeting, that had burgeoned to 75.

At the April 4 Committee of the 
Whole meeting, District media coor-
dinator Karen Van Vliet said that after 
an initial review of the 75 challenged 
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titles, 11 would undergo a review by 
committee. She said the other titles 
were either not held in district librar-
ies or were books of nonfiction, 
including books about racism and 
biographies, which would be retained 
without formal review.

Referencing the 1982 Supreme 
Court case Board of Education, Island 
Trees Union Free School District v. 
Pico, Van Vliet said that, “School 
officials do not have the right to 
pull books off a library shelf simply 
because they dislike the ideas in those 
books.”

“Even as minors, students have First 
Amendment rights to receive informa-
tion and ideas; however school officials 
can remove books that are pervasively 
vulgar,” continued Van Vliet. 

Van Vliet also stated that the child 
of the parent who filed the 75 requests 
for reconsideration of library mate-
rials had not checked out any of the 
challenged titles. Nor had the child 
checked out any other school library 
book. She added that the challenged 
titles had been checked out over 
1,500 times and no complaints were 
received from the parents of those 
who read them. 

After noting that the parent had 
plagiarized their objections instead of 
independently evaluating the titles, 
Van Vliet stated that, “Moving for-
ward, we need to ensure that parents 
adhere to the process as set forth by 
board policy.” 

Following Van Vliet’s report, 
Superintendent Jeff James expressed 
different concerns from the ones she 
raised. “It creates some issues when 
we accuse principals of being purvey-
ors of pornography on their shelves,” 
said James. 

At the April 11 board meeting, 
after listening to nine people’s objec-
tions to library books, James said “We 
are just as concerned as anyone that 
spoke tonight. None of us want to 

have filth, pornography, or anything 
else sitting on our shelves, accessible 
to our kids.” 

“The conversations have not gone 
on deaf ears,” continued James. “We 
are proceeding to change our pro-
cesses in selecting our books. This 
didn’t happen overnight, so it won’t 
be fixed overnight.”

Board member Bill Howell said 
that those who spoke up were “not a 
minority. That is what was referred 
to as the silent majority that woke up 
during the pandemic to find out their 
rights were being taken away. It is 
time we take back our government.”

At the May 9 board meeting, James 
stated that more than 100 titles had 
been pulled for review and would not 
be available for checkout until they 
had been approved by a nine-per-
son panel. He said there would be an 
opportunity to appeal their determi-
nations to the board. 

In response, board member Bryan 
Shoemaker said he hadn’t read the 
books, but that he has a problem with 
the language used in the excerpts read 
by Moms for Liberty members. He 
appreciated learning from James that 
the books had been removed as he “is 
in favor of doing what is morally and 
ethically right.” 

Board member Martin Page also 
expressed appreciation that the books 
were removed from library shelves. 
Board member Knight said he hoped 
the process could be expedited. How-
ell said “we should not have books in 
the hands of kids that they should not 
see.” Board member Sam Kenning-
ton thanked James for “bringing back 
common sense and compromise.” 

The sole board member who 
voiced opposition to the book ban-
ning efforts was Charles Kelly, who 
spoke of the book burnings that took 
place in Nazi Germany during the 
1930’s and said that he “shudders at 
the thought” of following that path.

At the June 13 board meeting, 
Superintendent James made transpho-
bic comments about how he would 
personally deal with anyone who put 
up a poster of Caitlyn Jenner (whom 
he called “Bruce Jenner dressed as a 
woman”). 

James then announced that he had 
received two book lists from Moms 
for Liberty members, totalling more 
than 125 titles. He stated that he’d 
provided them with information 
about when the books were purchased 
and how many times each had been 
checked out. 

James said that starting with the 
2022-2023 school year, parents would 
be able to opt their children out of 
being able to access specific titles at 
the library. He also announced that 
going forwards, a committee would 
vet all book purchase requests submit-
ted by school library media specialists. 

Reported in: Iredell Free News, 
February 15, 2022, and April 9, 
2022; Iredell-Statesville Schools 
Board of Education Minutes, 
April 11, 2022, May 9, 2022, and 
June 13, 2022.

Ashland, Ohio
On March 10, a patron of the Ashland 
Public Library expressed concerns 
over what they considered to be por-
nographic content in books for chil-
dren and teens. They wanted to know 
how to bring their concerns to the 
board. That patron was part of a larger 
group led by pastors from the Ash-
land County Ministerial Association 
(ACMA).

The group began attending and 
speaking out at library board meetings 
in April, levying allegations of child 
pornography against library board 
and staff members. Another group 
called the Intercessors joined ACMA 
in protesting the books. By July, 
meeting attendance had swelled into 
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the hundreds, overflowing from the 
meeting room into the hallway.

Some of the books objected to 
were added to the collection as part 
of a book drive initiated by Color-
ful Ashland, which raised $1,000 for 
library books. Staff vetted the list of 
books Colorful Ashland selected and 
added 120 of them to the collection. 
Many contained themes related to 
race, racism, gender, gender identity, 
and sexuality. 

Two of the titles challenged by the 
group, This is Our Rainbow: 16 Stories 
of Her, Him, Them, and Us by Kather-
ine Locke and Wonderful Women of the 
World by Laurie Halse Anderson, were 
relocated to the adult section of the 
library.

The board determined that three 
other challenged titles would remain 
in the juvenile nonfiction section:

• Making a Baby by Rachel Greener
• Own Your Period by Chella Quint
• Puberty is Gross but Also Really 

Awesome by Gina Loveless

The final title the groups objected 
to, It’s Perfectly Normal by Robie Har-
ris, was already shelved in the adult 
section of the library. The board 
decided it would remain there. 

Reported in: Ashland Times 
Gazette, June 10, 2022, and 
August 11, 2022; Ashland Source, 
July 14, 2022, and September 9, 
2022.

Buckeye Valley, Ohio
Plans for Jason Tharp to read his chil-
drens’ book It’s Okay to be a Unicorn! 
at West Elementary were jettisoned by 
the Buckeye Valley school district in 
response to parent complaints that the 
book “was promoting a gay lifestyle.”

Tharp said the book is about 
growing up when you feel like you 
don’t fit in and is part of a series of 
books he wrote to help boost kids’ 

self-confidence and speak out against 
bullying. He said the book is about 
being yourself and loving who you are 
and not about sexuality.

“It doesn’t mean cause there’s rain-
bows that it’s a book about being gay,” 
said Tharp.

Emails obtained by WSYX indi-
cate that board members did not 
approve of what they perceived the 
book’s message to be.

Board member Tom Ailabouni 
wrote, “We are telling kids that being 
gay is ok? And wear clothes to create 
a rainbow? Are we out of our minds? 
Get ready to talk more lawsuits. This 
is not ok.”

Board vice-president Donald 
Dickie wrote, “I think it would be 
in the best interests of the district to 
cancel Jason Tharp coming to West. 
These types of things are exactly what 
we have been fighting against. Why 
would we welcome an author who is 
pushing LGBTQ ideas on our most 
vulnerable students?” 

The decision to cancel Tharp’s 
speaking engagement about kindness, 
uniqueness, and chasing your dreams 
was made after Ohio state representa-
tives Mike Loychik and Jean Schmidt 
introduced HB 616, a bill modeled on 
Florida’s HB 1557, commonly known 
as the “Don’t Say Gay” law. 

Reported in: WSYX, April 7, 
2022, and April 22, 2022.

Enid, Oklahoma
On April 11, the board of the Public 
Library of Enid and Garfield County 
voted 3-2 to revise their policies to 
state the library would not promote 
books or host programs on “the study 
of sex, secual activity, sexual perver-
sion, sex-based classifications, sex-
ual preferences, sexual identity, gen-
der identity, or that are of a sexual 
nature.”

The policy change was enacted 
in response to a debate that took 

place at a prior board meeting about 
Pride Month displays and programs 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgen-
der, queer/ questioning, intersex, and 
asexual (LGBTQIA+) community 
members.

Board chair Joseph Fletcher said the 
language used in the policy revisions 
was taken from the original draft of 
Oklahoma SB 1142, which would ban 
all such materials from schools and 
school libraries. SB 1142 never made it 

Cammeron Kaiser, state director of 
Free Mom Hugs, felt she had a read 
on the board’s intentions in making 
such a change.

“I’d expect if you were to remove 
books that referred to gender iden-
tity, no book would show a child 
with a woman as a mother or a man 
as a father, because these are not only 
referring to gender identity, but sexual 
idenity,” said Kaiser. “What I believe 
your actual intention is, is to erase an 
entire segment of the population.”

Others in attendance at the meet-
ing, like Stephanie Ezzel, a bisexual 
woman with an LGBTQIA+ child, 
felt like they were being specifically 
targeted by the change.

“You’re coming for my child and 
I’m not okay with that. Please allow 
my child and myself the same rep-
resentation as everybody else,” said 
Ezzel.

In order to comply with the board’s 
policy change, the library canceled a 
number of upcoming programs and 
events. These included a presenta-
tion from the Enid YWCA on sex-
ual assault prevention and abusive 
relationships, the library’s Shame-
less Romance book club for patrons 
18-and-up, and their Pride Month 
displays.

On May 3, Enid city commission-
ers met in executive session to dis-
cuss a possible lawsuit against the City 
of Enid regarding the library policy 
change.
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As a result of that meeting, on May 
24, the library board voted unani-
mously to again revise their policies. 
The new revision requires library dis-
plays to be suitable for a general audi-
ence inclusive of elementary school 
children.

The policy now also allows third-
party exhibits that include “adult 
content” which can be installed with 
approval from the library director. 
These may remain on display for up 
to four weeks.

Both library displays and third-
party exhibits are prohibited from 
including material that is obscene 
or harmful to minors. The statu-
tory definitions for both terms were 
included. “Adult content” is not 
defined in the policy. 

After the announcement of the 
new policy change was made, Enid’s 
LGBTQ+ Coalition said it would ask 
the city to exhibit a Pride Month dis-
play at the library. They said it would 
include a selection of books from the 
library and Mayor George Pankonin’s 
proclamation declaring June to be 
Pride Month. 

Reported in: Enid News & Eagle, 
April 11, 2022, April 16, 2022. 

Medford, Oregon
On April 22, it was reported that the 
Medford School District removed all 
English and Spanish-language cop-
ies of Renee Nault’s graphic novel 
adaptation of Margaret Atwood’s The 
Handmaid’s Tale from school libraries 
as a result of a parent’s complaint.

Natalie Hurd, communications 
and community engagement direc-
tor for the district, said that a com-
mittee including two librarians and 
other school officials was convened 
to evaluate the book. The committee 
“determined the graphic novel does 
not meet the needs of the school nor 
the needs of individual students,” said 
Hurd.

Hurd added that district officials 
are reviewing their graphic novel 
selection procedures.

In June, the school district’s attor-
ney Thad Pauck disclosed that the 
committee argued against the book’s 
removal. The decision to remove it 
was instead made by district superin-
tendent Bret Champion.

Pauck released this information in 
response to questions posed by the 
Oregon Library Association’s Intel-
lectual Freedom Committee and the 
Oregon chapter of the American Civil 
Liberties Union.

Reported in: Yahoo! News, 
April 22, 2022, and June 28, 2022.

Central Bucks, 
Pennsylvania
During the public comments section 
of the March 8 Central Bucks school 
board meeting, members of the group 
Woke PA raised objections to the 
availability of the books Gender Queer: 
A Memoir by Maia Kobabe, All Boys 
Aren’t Blue by George M. Johnson, 
and The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison.

The books portray the lived expe-
riences of Black and/or lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer/
questioning, intersex, and asexual 
(LGBTQIA+) individuals.

Most of the books which were 
challenged, such as Lawn Boy by Jon-
athan Evison, The Bluest Eye, and All 
Boys Aren’t Blue were removed from 
district libraries. It is unclear if Gender 
Queer was also removed. 

It was also announced at the meet-
ing that rights to the school edition 
of Jonathan Larson’s musical Rent 
had been secured and the Central 
Bucks High School West would put 
on a production of it during the fall 
semester.

On March 23, school administra-
tors canceled the production. 

During the April 12 school board 
meeting, members of the school’s 

drama club said district administra-
tors objected to the inclusion of queer 
relationships in the musical. Adminis-
trators did not make any public com-
ment as to why they had reversed 
course. 

On July 26, Central Bucks School 
District voted 6-3 to approve a 
restrictive policy barring “sexualized 
content” from school libraries. The 
five-page policy forbids things like 
“implied written description of sexual 
acts or implied nudity” from middle 
school library books. 

The new policy also requires that 
each school library “shall maintain a 
printed list of materials onsite and on 
the school library website that shows 
what has been selected as well as what 
is lated for acquisition.” It states that 
“parents/ guardians have the right to 
review student school records, includ-
ing but not limited to books checked 
out by their child.” Additionally, it 
grants parents the right to opt their 
child out of access to specific titles.

Julie Zaebst, senior policy advocate 
at the American Civil Liberties Union 
of Pennsylvania, said “It’s not very 
hard to connect the dots between this 
policy and these other school district 
actions that have a clear anti-LGBQ 
and T bias.”

In response to the policy change 
and the belligerent climate of censor-
ship efforts, teachers also began purg-
ing books from their classroom librar-
ies. According to parent Kate Nazemi, 
a member of the anti-censorship 
group Advocates for Inclusive Edu-
cation, “In Central Bucks we’ve seen 
teachers removing their classroom 
libraries, because they don’t want to 
be targeted.”

On September 24, anti-censor-
ship advocates paraded through 
Doylestown. The march was led by 
individuals costumed as books that 
were challenged at the Central Bucks 
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School District or elsewhere in the 
state.

Reported in: The Bucks County 
Courier Times, March 13, 2022; 
The Philadelphia Inquirer, March 
29, 2022, and April 16, 2022.

Franklin, Pennsylvania
On March 7, the Franklin Regional 
School District announced it would 
“pause” use of the graphic novel Perse-
polis by Marjane Satrapi in a freshman 
honors English course.

The pause occurred after school 
board members requested adminis-
trators to review its use. The board 
members who requested the review 
said they had received calls and emails 
from district residents about the book.

Persepolis was previously approved 
by the district’s curriculum com-
mittee, included in a public 30-day 
curriculum display for parents, and 
approved by the school board. An 
alternate text was already available for 
parents who wished to opt their chil-
dren out of reading it.

At the meeting, student Colin 
Burch said of himself and sev-
eral classmates that, “We all read it. 
Your fears regarding this book are 
unfounded.”

Parent Len Culley asked, “Why are 
those who oppose the novel allowed 
to dictate the curriculum after it was 
already approved?”

The five people who spoke during 
the public comments during the 
March 21 board meeting all urged 
the district to restore Persepolis to the 
curriculum. 

The paused curriculum contin-
ued to be discussed during the public 
comments section of board meetings 
through May 2. As of September 19, 
the board has taken no action to either 
unpause use of Persepolis or formally 
remove it from the curriculum.

Reported in: Tribune-Review, 
March 7, 2022; Franklin Regional 

School District Board of Direc-
tors Meeting Minutes, March 21, 
2022, April 11, 2022, and May 2, 
2022.

Littlestown, Pennsylvania
In April, 2021, Janell Ressler sub-
mitted formal requests for the Lit-
tlestown Area School District (LASD) 
to reconsider a list of 34 books she 
believed to be in violation of both 
propriety and state law.

On Facebook, Ressler made 
numerous posts characterizing an 
LASD school librarian as a sexual 
deviant and child pornographer. The 
board sent Ressler a letter asking her 
to desist from making defamatory 
comments about staff.

On April 25, it was reported that 
five of the books Ressler challenged 
would be retained, based on prior 
board approval for use in the curricu-
lum. Those five are:

• Beloved by Toni Morrison
• Looking for Alaska by John Green
• Monday’s Not Coming by Tiffany 

Jackson
• The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
• The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
• A review committee voted to 

retain nine additional titles:
• L8r, G8r by Lauren Myracle
• Shine by Lauren Myracle
• Sold by Patricia McCormick
• Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson
• Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and 

You by Jason Reynolds, Ibram X. 
Kendi

• The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison
• The Perks of Being a Wallflower by 

Stephen Chbosky
• The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo
• TTYL (Talk to You Later) by 

Lauren Myracle

At their June 20 meeting, the board 
approved a motion requiring paren-
tal approval for students to check out 

physical or electronic copies of any 
book on the American Library Asso-
ciation’s list of the 100 most chal-
lenged books. The policy will go into 
effect in the 2022-2023 school year 
and the list of books requiring paren-
tal approval will be updated annually.

During the meeting, Ressler said, 
“The books I have brought to your 
attention are criminal. If they are 
acted upon, the people doing these 
acts should be arrested. And be in 
prison.” She then demanded that 
the board “remove the librarians 
from decision-making about books,” 
advocating for the board to assume 
responsibility for selecting all library 
materials. 

The outcomes of the challenges to 
the following titles remains unknown:

• Crank by Ellen Hopkins
• Eleanor & Park by Rainbow 

Rowell
• Forever by Judy Blume
• Georgia Peaches and Other Forbidden 

Fruit by Jaye Robin Brown
• Impulse by Ellen Hopkins
• Infandous by Elana K. Arnold
• Julian is a Mermaid by Jessica Love
• Last Night at the Telegraph Club by 

Malinda Lo
• Leah On the Offbeat by Becky 

Albertalli
• Marriage of a Thousand Lies by S.J. 

Sindu
• Odd One Out by Nic Stone
• One of Us is Lying by Karen 

McManus
• Perfect by Ellen Hopkins
• Push by Sapphire
• Red Hood by Elana K. Arnold
• The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two 

Teenagers and the Crime that 
Changed Their Lives by Dashka 
Slater

• The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret 
Atwood

• The House on Mango Street by 
Sandra Cisneros
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• Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher
• What Girls Are Made Of by Elana 

K. Arnold

Reported in: Gettysburg Times, 
April 20, 2022, and June 15, 2022; 
Office for Intellectual Freedom 
challenge report.

Manheim, Pennsylvania
At the December 13 meeting of the 
Manheim Central School District, 
Danielle Nelson raised concerns 
about the book Two Boys Kissing by 
David Levithan, which her child had 
checked out from a school library. 
Nelson had filed a formal request for 
reconsideration of the book on Octo-
ber 19.

Discussion of the book came up 
again during the public comments 
sections of the January and March 
board meetings. In March, Terrie 
Eshleman and Genevieve Zercher said 
that as public officials, board mem-
bers needed to represent the views of 
their community, not their personal 
ideologies. 

Eshleman cited the 1982 Supreme 
Court case Board of Education, Island 
Trees Union Free School District v. 
Pico. 

“I ask this school board to rebuff 
any calls to remove books from 
our school libraries,” Zercher said. 
“Librarians are trained to curate a col-
lection of materials for all the people 
in the community, not just those who 
are the loudest, not just those who 
may be in a majority group.”

Nelson has not returned the book 
to the library. A formal review of it is 
pending the book’s return.

Reported in: LancasterOnline 
January 29, 2022, Manheim Cen-
tral School District board min-
utes, December 13, 2021, January 
24, 2022, and March 28, 2022.

Union Grove, Tennessee
A group of parents called for the 
removal of the book Dragonwings by 
Laurence Yep from the 6th grade cur-
riculum during the public comments 
section of the February 11 Blount 
County Schools board meeting.

School administrators informed 
parents during the meeting that it 
will be changing its ELA curriculum 
in response to challenges to the book 
that they had received. 

They announced that students who 
were currently reading the book for 
class will simply advance to the next 
unit. Forty-three of the district’s 754 
sixth graders had requested an alter-
native reading assignment prior to 
suspension of Dragonwings from the 
curriculum.

Yep’s book chronicles the Chi-
nese-American experience in San 
Francisco in the early 1900’s. It 
received the Phoenix Award in 1995 
and was a Newbery Medal runner-up 
when it was published in 1975.

Parent David Coleman, who was 
one of five parents who submitted a 
formal request for reconsideration of 
the title, said “This book is not appro-
priate for any American student.”

Coleman also alleged that teach-
ing the book violated Tennessee law. 
Coleman was referring to legislation 
banning the teaching of certain con-
cepts about race and racism signed 
into law on May 24, 2021, and which 
went into effect on July 1, 2021. The 
law is commonly known as a ban on 
“divisive concepts” or critical race 
theory.

Coleman said that the district 
would “continue down the woke 
CRT agenda” if the book continued 
to be taught. “We’re trying to draw a 
line in the sand,” he said.

(See: Journal of Intellectual Free-
dom and Privacy, v.6 iss.3: For the 
Record: Nationwide). 

Reported in: The Daily Times, 
February 12, 2022.

Canyon, Texas
A parent challenged four titles held in 
school and classroom libraries of the 
Canyon Independent School District 
(ISD): 

• The Cellar by Natasha Preston
• The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
• The Living by Matt de la Peña
• The Perks of Being a Wallflower by 

Stephen Chbosky

The parent organized a campaign 
against the district and its teachers 
through her website “Texans Wake 
Up.” The site claims “our children 
are being sexualized and politically 
indoctrinated in public schools via 
library resources, sexuality education, 
and mental health programs.” 

The site specifically targets all 
LGBTQIA+ materials, sex educa-
tion, social emotional learning, and 
anti-bullying initiatives as violations 
of “conservative Christian beliefs.” It 
contains a list of books she deems “not 
appropriate” which can be filtered 
by Texas school district. The site also 
provides guidance on how to “put the 
school on notice” and make “offensive 
moves” against it.

A committee reviewed the titles 
and recommended that they all be 
retained. However, it was announced 
on July 30 that the district would not 
follow the committee’s recommen-
dations and would withdraw all but 
The Living, instead. The Living was 
returned to the shelves, but with a 
label indicating that it is “Mature” 
and requires parental permission to be 
checked out. 

Reported in: Amarillo Globe-
News, April 20, 2022.
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Eanes, Texas
On February 22, challenges to a 
list of 333 titles were raised during 
a board meeting of the Eanes Inde-
pendent School District (ISD). The 
list of books was created by the Tra-
vis County chapter of Moms for Lib-
erty and promoted on social media by 
Eanes Kids First. 

The majority of the books chal-
lenged dealt with race, racism, and 
the lives and experiences of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer/ 
questioning, intersex, and asexual 
(LGBTQIA+) people. During the 
meeting, detractors characterized 
the books as including inappropriate 
political and sexual material.

A deluge of requests for reconsid-
eration flooded the district over the 
coming months. Official forms have 
been submitted for 129 titles, includ-
ing some that were not on the original 
Travis County Moms for Liberty list, 
but which have been challenged by 
Moms for Liberty groups elsewhere or 
were part of state representative Matt 
Krause’s target list (See: Journal of 
Intellectual Freedom and Privacy, v.6 
iss.4: For the Record: Texas).

Due to the extraordinary volume 
of requests, the district created a web-
site displaying the current status of 
every book challenged, the date it was 
challenged, and a link to the com-
mittee report once a determination is 
made. For the sake of transparency, 
the site even includes all six challenges 
that were made to Eanes ISD library 
materials prior to 2022. 

All titles which have been chal-
lenged are listed below along with the 
outcomes, when known: 

• 642 Things to Write About by Po 
Bronson

• A Baby Doesn’t Make the Man: 
Alternative Sources of Power 
and Manhood for Young Men by 
Raynmond Jamiolkowski

• A Court of Frost and Starlight by 
Sarah J. Maas

• A Court of Mist and Fury by Sarah 
J. Maas

• A Court of Silver Flames by Sarah J. 
Maas—Withdrawn

• A Court of Thorns and Roses by 
Sarah J. Maas

• A Court of Wings and Ruin by 
Sarah J. Maas

• A Good Kind of Trouble by Lisa 
Moore Ramée—Retained

• A High Five for Glenn Burke by 
Phil Bildner

• A Home for Goddesses and Dogs by 
Leslie Connor

• A is for Activist by Innosanto 
Nagara

• A Love Story Starring My Dead Best 
Friend: A Novel by Emily Horner

• Abortion by Mary E Williams
• Abortion: Interpreting the 

Constitution by Carol Hand
• Abortion: Opposing Viewpoints by 

Tamara L. Roleff
• Absolute Brightness by James 

Lecesne
• Absolutely, Positively Not by David 

LaRochelle
• After by Amy Efaw
• Afterworlds by Scott Westerfeld
• All American Boys by Jason 

Reynolds, Brendan Kiely
• All We Can Do Is Wait by Richard 

Lawson
• Allegedly by Tiffany Jackson
• Am I Blue?: Coming Out from the 

Silence by Marion Dane Bauer
• Amulet. 1: Stonekeeper by Kazu 

Kibuishi
• An Indigenous Peoples’ History of 

the United States for Young People by 
Jean Mendoza

• Ana on the Edge by A J. Sass
• And Tango Makes Three by Justin 

Richardson, Peter Parnell
• Another Day by David Levithan
• Aristotle and Dante Discover the 

Secrets of the Universe by Benjamin 
Alire Saenz

• As I Descended by Robin Talley
• Ash by Malinda Lo
• Ask Me How I Got Here by 

Christine Heppermann
• Ask the Passengers by A. S. King
• Autoboyography by Christina 

Lauren
• Away We Go by Emil Ostrovski
• Be Dazzled by Ryan La Sala
• Beast by Brie Spangler
• Beautiful Music for Ugly Children by 

Kirstin Cronn-Mills
• Being Jazz: My Life as a 

(Transgender Teen) by Jazz Jennings
• Being the Change: Lessons 

and Strategies to Teach Social 
Comprehension by Sara Ahmed

• Beloved by Toni Morrison
• Between Mom and Jo by Julie Anne 

Peters
• Between the World and Me by Ta-

Nehisi Coates
• Beyond Magenta: Transgender Teens 

Speak Out by Susan Kuklin
• Beyond the Gender Binary by Alok 

Vaid-Menon
• Birthday by Meredith Russo
• Black Girl Unlimited: The 

Remarkable Story of a Teenage 
Wizard by Echo Brown

• Blankets: An Illustrated Novel by 
Craig Thompson

• Blended by Sharon Draper—
Retained

• Blood Countess by Lana Popovic
• Brave Face by Shaun David 

Hutchinson
• Brazen: Rebel Ladies Who Rocked 

the World by Penelope Bagieu
• Breathless by Jennifer Niven
• Can’t Take That Away by Steven 

Salvatore
• Caste: The Origin of Our Discontents 

by Isabel Wilkerson
• Cemetery Boys by Aiden Thomas
• Child Abuse: Opposing Viewpoints 

by Karin Swisher
• Cider House Rules by John Irving
• Cinderella is Dead by Kalynn 

Bayron
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• Class Act by Jerry Craft
• Cold Falling White by Gabrielle 

Prendergast
• Coming Out: Telling Family and 

Friends by Jaime Seba
• Cradle and All by James Patterson
• Crank by Ellen Hopkins
• Dancing Naked by Shelley 

Hrdlitschka
• Darius the Great Deserves Better by 

Adib Khorram
• Dear Diary, I’m Pregnant: Teenagers 

Talk About Their Pregnancies by 
Annrenee Englander

• Death Wind by William Bell
• Deliver Us from Evie by Marijane 

Meaker
• Deposing Nathan by Zack Smedley
• Detour for Emmy by Marilyn 

Reynolds
• Drag Teen by Jeffery Self
• Drama by Raina Telgemeier
• Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina 

Garcia
• Echo After Echo by Amy Rose 

Capetta
• Eleanor & Park by Rainbow 

Rowell
• Embrace by Jessica Shirvington
• Empire of Storms by Sarah J. Maas
• Empress of the World by Sara Ryan
• Everything, Everything by Nicola 

Yoon
• Everything Leads to You by Nina 

LaCour
• Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close 

by Jonathan Safran Foer
• Fade by Lisa McMann
• Falling Hard: 100 Love Poems by 

Teenagers by Betsy Franco
• Fallout by Ellen Hopkins
• Fan Art by Sarah Tregay
• Far from the Tree: How Children and 

their Parents Learn to Accept One 
Another, Our Differences Unite Us 
by Andrew Solomon

• Far from the Tree: Parents, Children 
and the Search for Identity by 
Andrew Solomon

• Far From You by Tess Sharpe

• Felix Ever After by Kacen 
Callender

• Fly on the Wall by E. Lockhart—
Retained

• Follow Your Arrow by Jessica Verdi
• Four Hundred Souls: A Community 

History of African America, 1619-
2019 by Ibram X. Kendi

• Freak Show by James St. James
• Friendship, Dating, and Relationships 

by Simone Payment
• From the Notebooks of Melanin Sun 

by Jacqueline Woodson
• Full Disclosure by Camryn Garrett
• Gabi, a Girl in Pieces by Isabel 

Quintero
• Gay and Lesbian Rights: A Struggle 

by Marilyn Tower Oliver
• Gender Identity by Nicki Peter 

Petrikowski
• Geography Club by Brent 

Hartinger
• Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker 

Rhodes
• Gingerbread by Rachel Cohn
• Girl Made of Stars by Ashley 

Herring Blake
• Girl Mans Up by M-E Girard
• Girl Nearly 16, Absolute Torture by 

Sue Limb
• GLBT Teens and Society by Jeanne 

Nagle
• GLBTQ: The Survival Guide for the 

Queer & Questioning Teens by Kelly 
Huegel

• Golden Boy: A Novel by Abigail 
Tarttelin

• Gone, Gone, Gone by Hannah 
Moskowitz

• Gracefully Grayson by Ami 
Polonsky

• Graceling by Kristin Cashore
• Guardian by Alex London
• Hear Us Out: Lesbian and Gay 

Stories of Struggle, Progress, and Hope 
by Nancy Garden

• Hearing Us Out: Voices from the 
Lesbian and Gay Community by 
Robert Sutton

• Hello, I Lied by M. E. Kerr

• Her Royal Highness by Rachel 
Hawkins

• Highly Illogical Behavior by John 
Corey Whaley

• Highwire Moon by Susan Straight
• History is All You Left Me by Adam 

Silvera
• Hold Me Closer: The Tiny Cooper 

Story by David Levithan
• Hold My Hand by Michael 

Barakiva
• Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi—

Retained
• Honestly Ben by Bill Konigsberg
• Ho’onani: Hula Warrior by Heather 

Gale
• Hot Dog Girl by Jennifer Dugan
• House of Earth and Blood by Sarah 

J. Maas
• How (Not) to Ask a Boy to the Prom 

by S. J. Goslee
• How it All Blew Up by Arvin 

Ahmadi
• How to be an Antiracist by Ibram 

X. Kendi—Not reviewed as it was 
not in district libraries

• How to Love by Katie Cotugno
• Hurricane Child by Kacen 

Callender
• I Am Jazz by Jessica Herthel, Jazz 

Jennings
• I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican 

Daughter by Erika Sanchez
• I Hope You’re Listening by Tom 

Ryan
• Identical by Ellen Hopkins
• If I Was Your Girl by Meredith 

Russo
• If We Were Us by K.L. Walther
• If You Could Be Mine by Sara 

Farizan
• I’ll Give You the Sun by Jandy 

Nelson
• Impulse by Ellen Hopkins
• In Other Lands by Sarah Rees 

Brennan
• In Our Mothers’ House by Patricia 

Polacco
• In the Role of Brie Hutchens... by 

Nicole Melleby
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• In the Woods by Robin Stevenson
• Indestructible Object by Mary 

McCoy
• Infinity Son by Adam Silvera
• Into the Real by Z Brewer
• It Feels Good To Be Yourself: A Book 

About Gender Identity by Theresa 
Thorn

• It Gets Better: Coming Out, 
Overcoming Bullying, and Creating a 
Life Worth Living by Dan Savage

• It’s Not Like it’s a Secret by Misa 
Sugiura

• It’s Perfectly Normal by Robie H. 
Harris

• Ivy Aberdeen’s Letter to the World by 
Ashley Herring Blake

• Jacob’s New Dress by Sarah 
Hoffman

• Jane Against the World: Roe v. Wade 
and the Fight for Reproductive Rights 
by Karen Blumenthal

• Jane, Unlimited by Kristin Cashore
• Julian at the Wedding by Jessica 

Love
• Julian is a Mermaid by Jessica Love
• Katie.com: My Story [also published 

as A Girl’s Life Online: My Story] 
by Katherine Tarbox

• Kiss Number 8 by Colleen AF 
Venable, Ellen T. Crenshaw

• Kissing Kate by Lauren Myracle
• L8r, G8r by Lauren Myracle
• Last Exit to Normal by Michael 

Harmon
• Last Night at the Telegraph Club by 

Malinda Lo
• Leah on the Offbeat by Becky 

Albertalli
• Lexicon by Max Barry
• LGBTQ Rights by Susan 

Henneberg
• Life at School and in the Community 

by Richard Worth
• Lily and Dunkin by Donna 

Gephart
• Little & Lion by Brandy Colbert
• Lobizona by Romina Gerber
• Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov
• Looking for Alaska by John Green

• Love & Leftovers: A Novel in Verse 
by Sarah Tregay

• Love & Lies: Marisol’s Story by 
Ellen Wittlinger

• Love is the Higher Law by David 
Levithan

• Me and Earl and the Dying Girl by 
Jesse Andrews—Retained

• Meet Cute by Helena Hunting
• Melissa (previously published as 

George) by Alex Gino
• Mighty Heart of St. James by Ashley 

Herring Blake
• Miseducation of Cameron Post by 

Emily M. Danforth
• Monday’s Not Coming by Tiffany 

Jackson
• Moonstruck. Volume 1 Magic to Brew 

by Grace Ellis
• Moonstruck. Volume 2 by Grace Ellis
• More Happy Than Not by Adam 

Silvera
• More than a Game: Race, Gender, 

and Politics in Sport by Matt 
Doeden

• My Best Friend, Maybe by Caela 
Carter

• My Heart Underwater by Laurel 
Flores Fantauzzo

• My Heartbeat by Garrett 
Freymann-Weyr

• My Invented Life by Lauren 
Bjorkman

• My Life as a Rhombus by Varian 
Johnson

• My Most Excellent Year: A Novel of 
Love, Mary Poppins, & Fenway Park 
by Steve Kluger

• My Rainbow by Trinity Neal
• My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Picoult
• Nate Expectations by Tim Federle
• Neanderthal Opens the Door to the 

Universe by Preston Norton
• New Kid by Jerry Craft
• No Girls Allowed: Tales of Daring 

Women Dressed as Men for Love, 
Freedom and Adventure by Susan 
Hughes

• Not My Idea: A Book About 
Whiteness by Anastasia 

Higginbotham—Retained
• Notes from the Blender by Trish 

Cook
• Odd One Out by Nic Stone
• Of Fire and Stars by Audrey 

Coulthurst
• Of Ice and Shadows by Audrey 

Coulthurst
• One Half from the East by Nadia 

Hashimi
• One Man Guy by Michael 

Barakiva
• One of Those Hideous Books Where 

the Mother Dies by Sonya Sones
• One True Way by Shannon 

Hitchcock
• Openly Straight by Bill Konigsberg
• Optimists Die First by Susin 

Nielsen-Fernlund
• Ordinary Hazards by Nikki Grimes
• Orpheus Girl by Brynne Rebele-

Henry
• Out of Darkness by Ashley Hope 

Pérez
• Out of Pocket by Bill Konigsberg
• Parrotfish by Ellen Wittlinger
• People Kill People by Ellen 

Hopkins
• Perfect by Ellen Hopkins
• Pet by Akwaeke Emezi
• Pink by Lili Wilkinson
• Playing a Part by Daria Wilke
• Pride: Celebrating Diversity and 

Community by Robin Stevenson
• Pride: The Story of Harvey Milk and 

the Rainbow Flag by Rob Sanders
• Privacy by Noel Merino
• Problems of Death: Opposing 

Viewpoints by James D. Torr
• Promposal by Rhonda Helms
• Protect and Defend by Richard 

North Patterson
• Proxy by Alex London
• Pulp by Robin Talley
• Push by Sapphire—Retained
• Putting Makeup on the Fat Boy by 

Bil Wright
• Rainbow Boys by Alex Sanchez
• Rainbow Revolutionaries: 50 

LGBTQ+ People Who Made 
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History by Sarah Prager
• Rainbow: A First Book of Pride by 

Michael Genhart
• Ready or Not?: A Girl’s Guide to 

Making Her Own Decisions about 
Dating, Love and Sex by Tina 
Radzieszewicz

• Real Live Boyfriends: Yes. Boyfriends, 
Plural. If My Life Weren’t 
Complicated, I Wouldn’t be Ruby 
Oliver by E. Lockhart

• Real Talk About Sex & Consent: 
What Every Teen Needs to Know by 
Cheryl M Bradshaw

• Red at the Bone by Jacqueline 
Woodson

• Red Hood by Elana Arnold
• Redwood and Ponytail by K.A. Holt
• Reluctantly Alice by Phyllis 

Reynolds Naylor
• Remake by Ilima Todd
• Rethinking Normal: A Memoir in 

Transition by Katie Rain Hill
• Reverie by Ryan La Sala
• Rick by Alex Gino
• Roe v. Wade: A Woman’s Choice by 

Susan Dudley Gold
• Roe v. Wade: Abortion and the 

Supreme Court by Deborah 
Romaine

• Saturdays with Hitchcock by Ellen 
Wittlinger

• Say the Word by Jeannine Garsee
• See You at Harry’s by Johanna 

Knowles
• Separate Is Never Equal: Sylvia 

Mendez and Her Family’s Fight for 
Desegregation by Duncan Tonatiuh

• Sharice’s Big Voice: A Native Kid 
Becomes a Congresswoman by 
Sharice Davids

• Shine by Lauren Myracle
• Shout by Laurie Halse Anderson
• Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda 

by Becky Albertalli
• Some Assembly Required: The Not-

So-Secret Life of a Transgender Teen 
by Arin Andrews

• Sparkle Boy by Lesléa Newman
• Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson

• Spin with Me by Ami Polonsky
• Spinning by Tillie Walden
• Stage Dreams by Melanie Gillman
• Stamped (For Kids): Racism, 

Antiracism, and You by Sonja 
Cherry-Paul, Ibram X. Kendi, 
Jason Reynolds

• Stamped from the Beginning: the 
Definitive History of Racist Ideas in 
America by Ibram X. Kendi

• Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and 
You by Jason Reynolds, Ibram X. 
Kendi

• Star-Crossed by Barbara Dee
• Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes by 

Chris Crutcher
• Symptoms of Being Human by Jeff 

Garvin
• Target by Kathleen Johnson
• Teen Legal Rights by David L 

Hudson
• Teen Pregnancy: Introducing Issues 

with Opposing Viewpoints by Emma 
Carlson Berne

• Teenage Sexuality: Opposing 
Viewpoints by Tamara L. Roleff

• Teens & Sex by Hal Marcovitz
• Tell Me Again How a Crush Should 

Feel by Sara Farizan
• Tessa Masterson Will Go to Prom by 

Emily Franklin
• The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two 

Teenagers and the Crime that 
Changed Their Lives by Dashka 
Slater

• The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-
Time Indian by Sherman Alexie

• The Art of Being Normal by Lisa 
Williamson

• The Beginning of Everything by 
Robyn Schneider

• The Berlin Boxing Club by Rob 
Sharenow

• The Best Man by Richard Peck
• The Black Flamingo by Dean Atta
• The Black Friend: On Being a Better 

White Person by Frederick Joseph
• The Blue Lawn by William Taylor
• The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison
• The Breakaways by Cathy G. 

Johnson
• The Carnival at Bray by Jessie Foley
• The Confessions of Nat Turner by 

William Styron
• The Deep & Dark Blue by Niki 

Smith
• The Downstairs Girl by Stacey Lee
• The Five Stages of Andrew Brawley 

by Shaun David Hutchinson
• The Gale Encyclopedia of Medicine 

(5th ed.) by Jacqueline L. Longe
• The Gallery of Unfinished Girls by 

Lauren Karcz
• The Girl Guide by Marawa 

Ibrahim
• The Girls I’ve Been by Tess Sharpe
• The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
• The Great American Whatever by 

Tim Federle
• The Grief Keeper by Alexandra 

Villasante
• The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret 

Atwood
• The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
• The Haters by Jesse Andrews
• The Holy Bible
• The House You Pass On the Way by 

Jacqueline Woodson
• The Infinite Moment of Us by 

Lauren Myracle
• The Key to You and Me by Jaye 

Robin Brown
• The Less-Dead by April Lurie
• The Letter Q: Queer Writers’ Notes 

to Their Younger Selves by Sarah 
Moon

• The Love Curse of Melody McIntyre 
by Robin Talley

• The Magic Fish by Trung Le 
Nguyen

• The Meaning of Birds by Jaye 
Robin Brown

• The Midnight Lie by Marie 
Rutkoski

• The Moon Within by Aida Salazar
• The Music of What Happens by Bill 

Konigsberg
• The New Jim Crow: Mass 

Incarceration in the Age of 
Colorblindness by Michelle 



J O U R N A L  O F  I N T E L L E C T U A L  F R E E D O M  A N D  P R I V A C Y  _  S U M M E R  2 0 2 2 6 8

C E N S O R S H I P  D A T E L I N E  _  N E W S

Alexander
• The New Queer Conscience by 

Adam Eli
• The Nowhere Girls by Amy Reed
• The Other Boy by M. G. Hennessey
• The Pants Project by Cat Clarke
• The Past and Other Things that 

Should Stay Buried by Shaun David 
Hutchinson

• The Perks of Being a Wallflower by 
Stephen Chobosky

• The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo
• The Red Scrolls of Magic by 

Cassandra Clare
• The Ship We Built by Lexie Bean
• The Sin-Eater’s Confession by Ilsa 

J. Bick
• The Stars and the Blackness Between 

Them by Junauda Petrus
• The Sweet Revenge of Celia Door by 

Karen Finneyfrock
• The Truth About Keeping Secrets by 

Savannah Brown
• The Truth Is by NoNieqa Ramos
• The Underground Girls of Kabul: 

In Search of a Hidden Resistance in 
Afghanistan by Jenny Nordberg

• The Upside of Unrequited by Becky 
Albertalli

• The Way I Used to Be by Amber 
Smith

• The Whispers by Greg Howard
• The Year They Burned the Books by 

Nancy Garden
• The You I’ve Never Known by Ellen 

Hopkins
• They Both Die at the End by Adam 

Silvera
• They Called Themselves the KKK: 

The Birth of an American Terrorist 
Group by Susan Campbell 
Bartoletti

• Thinking Out Loud: On the 
Personal, the Political, the Public, and 
the Private by Anna Quindlen

• Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher
• This Book is Anti-Racist by Tiffany 

Jewell
• This Is Your Time by Ruby Bridges
• This One Summer by Mariko 

Tamaki, Jillian Tamaki
• Throne of Glass by Sarah J. Maas
• Tomboy: A Graphic Memoir by Liz 

Prince
• Totally Joe by James Howe
• Tower of Dawn by Sarah J. Maas
• Traffick by Ellen Hopkins
• Tricks by Ellen Hopkins
• TTFN (Ta Ta for Now) by Lauren 

Myracle
• Two Boys Kissing by David 

Levithan
• Underground Guide to Teenage 

Sexuality: An Essential Handbook 
for Today’s Teens and Parents by 
Michael J Basso

• Undone by Cat Clarke
• Vampire Academy by Richelle 

Mead
• W is for Welcome: A Celebration of 

America’s Diversity by Brad Herzog
• Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen
• Wayward Witch by Zoraida 

Cordova
• We Are All Born Free: The Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights in 
Pictures by Amnesty International

• We Are the Ants by Shaun David 
Hutchinson

• We Rise, We Resist, We Raise Our 
Voices by Ashley Bryan—Retained

• We the Students: Supreme Court 
Cases For and About Students by 
Jamin B. Raskin

• What Girls Are Made Of by Elana 
K. Arnold

• What Happened To Lani Garver by 
Carol Plum-Ucci

• What if it’s Us by Becky Albertalli
• What’s Happening to My Body? 

Book for Girls by Lynda Madaras
• What’s Happening to My Body? for 

Boys by Lynda Madaras
• When Aidan Became a Brother by 

Kyle Lukoff
• When Religion & Politics Mix: How 

Matters of Faith Influence Political 
Policies by Kenneth McIntosh

• When the Moon Was Ours by Anna-
Marie McLemore

• When They Call You a Terrorist: 
A Story of Black Lives Matter and 
the Power to Change the World by 
Patrisse Khan-Cullors

• When We Were Magic by Sarah 
Gailey

• Whistle Me Home by Barbara 
Wersba

• White Rabbit by Caleb Roehrig
• Who I Was With Her by Nita 

Tyndall
• Whose Life?: A Balanced, 

Comprehensive View of Abortion from 
its Historical Context to the Current 
Debate by Catherine Whitney

• Will by Maria Boyd
• Will Grayson, Will Grayson by 

David Levithan, John Green
• Willful Machines by Tim Floreen
• Without Annette by Jane B Mason
• Yo, Simon, Homo Sapiens by Becky 

Albertalli
• You Are the Supreme Court Justice by 

Nathan Aaseng
• You Know Me Well by Nina 

LaCour
• Zenobia July by Lisa Bunker
• Zombies on the Loose by Anne 

Rooney—Retained

Reported in: Austin American- 
Statesman, February 23, 2022; 
Eanes Kids First, February 23, 
2022; KXAN, May 16, 2022.

Fredericksburg, Texas
On February 14, a list of 42 books 
was challenged at the Fredericksburg 
Independent School District (ISD) 
by members of the group Gilles-
pie County Republican Women. 
Tara Petsch, a member of the group, 
claimed the books were pornogrpahic 
and contained “discussion of sexual 
preferences.” 

Most of the books challenged have 
prominent characters who are lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer/ 
questioning, intersex, and asexual 
(LGBTQIA+). Others are about the 
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lives and experiences of Black and 
Latinx people.

The group is using their book ban-
ning efforts as a fundraiser under the 
banner “Make Schools Safe Again.” 

At their March 21 meeting, the 
board of the Fredericksburg ISD 
voted unanimously to revise their 
policy governing the reconsideration 
of library material. Ten titles were 
also removed from district libraries, 
though only four were reported: Jesus 
Land: A Memoir by Julie Scheeres, Me 
and Earl and the Dying Girl by Jesse 
Andrews, Crank by Ellen Hopkins, 
and The Perks of Being a Wallflower by 
Stephen Chobosky.

Under the new policy, reconsid-
eration committees are now required 
to decide within thirty days of a 
challenge being made. Additionally, 
school officials can remove books 
regardless of a committee’s recom-
mendation and even if no formal 
review of the material has taken place.

On April 4, the National Coalition 
Against Censorship (NCAC) sent a 
letter to the board of the Fredericks-
burg ISD condemning this policy.

In it, they reminded the board that 
“The Supreme Court has limited the 
ability of public schools to remove 
library books,” and that “Well-crafted 
book challenge regulations ensure that 
those illicit concerns do not infect the 
adjudication process. When a district 
ignores those regulations, it creates 
suspicion that it has acted improperly.” 

Finally, NCAC urged the return 
of all removed books to their library 
shelves.

The additional titles challenged in 
this case were: 

• Beyond Magenta: Transgender Teens 
Speak Out by Susan Kuklin

• City of Heavenly Fire by Cassandra 
Clare

• Date Violence by Elaine Landau
• Drama by Raina Telgemeier

• Eleanor & Park by Rainbow 
Rowell

• Fade by Lisa McMann
• Follow Your Arrow by Jessica Verdi
• Jailbait by Lesléa Newman
• Juliet Takes a Breath by Gabby 

Rivera
• Jumping Off Swings by Johanna 

Knowles
• L8r, G8r by Lauren Myracle
• Lily and Dunkin by Donna 

Gephart
• Looking for Alaska by John Green
• Love and Sex: Ten Stories of Truth by 

Michael Cart
• Maybe He Just Likes You by Barbara 

Dee
• Notes from the Blender by Trish 

Cook
• One Hot Second by Cathy Young
• Out of Darkness by Ashley Hope 

Pérez
• Perfectly Good White Boy by Carrie 

Mesrobian
• Real Live Boyfriends: Yes. Boyfriends, 

Plural. If My Life Weren’t 
Complicated, I Wouldn’t be Ruby 
Oliver by E. Lockhart

• Sex and Violence: A Novel by Carrie 
Mesrobian

• Sold by Patricia McCormick
• Something Must Be Wrong With Me: 

A Boy’s Book About Sexual Abuse 
by Doris Sanford, Graci Evans

• Testaments by Margaret Atwood
• The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two 

Teenagers and the Crime that 
Changed Their Lives by Dashka 
Slater

• The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-
Time Indian by Sherman Alexie

• The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison
• The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
• The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret 

Atwood
• The Kite Runner by Khaled 

Hosseini
• The Other Talk: Reckoning with Our 

White Privilege by Brendan Kiely
• The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo

• Then Again, Maybe I Won’t by Judy 
Blume

• Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher
• This One Summer by Mariko 

Tamaki, Jillian Tamaki
• TTFN (Ta Ta for Now) by Lauren 

Myracle
• TTYL (Talk to You Later) by 

Lauren Myracle
• Understanding Sexuality: World 

Book’s Managing Your Teenage Life 4 
by World Book

Reported in: Fredericks-
burg Independent School Dis-
trict Board of Trustees Minutes, 
March 21, 2022; National Coali-
tion Against Censorship, April 4, 
2022; Office for Intellectual Free-
dom challenge report.

Katy, Texas
The rash of book challenges has con-
tinued to occur at the Katy Indepen-
dent School District (ISD). Nearly all 
of the books challenged were about 
the lives and experiences of Black 
and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgen-
der, queer/ questioning, intersex, 
and asexual (LGBTQIA+) individ-
uals. Two of the books appear to 
have been challenged as a form of 
counter-protest.

During the last week of February, 
student activists distributed 400 cop-
ies of 32 separate titles by LGBTQIA+ 
and Black authors. They dubbed their 
initiative FReadom Week and said the 
books challenge the notion of White 
supremacy and heteronormative soci-
ety. Some of the titles distributed were 
donated by Voters of Tomorrow.

One of the students who led 
the effort, Meghan Sadeghi, also 
addressed the board of Katy ISD on 
February 28. She said that as an Ira-
nian American, she does not feel 
represented by the school’s library 
collection.



J O U R N A L  O F  I N T E L L E C T U A L  F R E E D O M  A N D  P R I V A C Y  _  S U M M E R  2 0 2 2 7 0

C E N S O R S H I P  D A T E L I N E  _  N E W S

“Growing up, I didn’t necessarily 
see people like myself in books that 
I read,” said Sadeghi. She added that 
by removing representation from the 
books available in libraries, “We allow 
room for further bigotry.” 

(See: Journal of Intellectual Free-
dom & Privacy, v.6 iss.4: Success Sto-
ries: Schools: Katy, Texas; v.7 iss. 1: 
Censorship Dateline: Schools: Katy, 
Texas).

Latest challenged titles at Katy ISD, 
with outcomes where known

• A Court of Thorns and Roses by 
Sarah J. Maas—Restricted to high 
school

• All American Boys by Jason 
Reynolds, Brendan Kiely—
Restricted to junior high and high 
school

• As Good as Dead by Holly 
Jackson—Restricted to high 
school 

• Donald Trump by Diane Marczely 
Gimpel—Retained

• Good Girl, Bad Blood by Holly 
Jackson

• Hold Back the Tide by Melinda 
Salisbury

• Maus: A Survivor’s Tale by Art 
Spiegelman—Retained

• Maus II: A Survivor’s Tale: And 
Here My Troubles Began by Art 
Spiegelman—Retained

• Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy by Rey 
Terciero—Restricted to junior 
high and high school

• Melissa (previously published as 
George) by Alex Gino 

• Michelle Obama: Political Icon by 
Heather Schwartz—Retained

• Salvage the Bones by Jesmyn 
Ward—Restricted to high school

• The Barren Grounds by David 
Robertson—Restricted to junior 
high and high school

• The Christmas Pig by J. K. Rowling 
• The Field Guide to the North 

American Teenager by Ben Philippe 

• The Holy Bible—Retained
• The Perks of Being a Wallflower by 

Stephen Chbosky 
• This Is Your Time by Ruby 

Bridges—Withdrawn from ele-
mentary schools

Reported in: Houston Chronicle, 
December 8, 2021, April 6, 2022; 
KTRK, February 28, 2022.

Prosper, Texas
On January 28, the Prosper Citizen 
Group Political Action Committee 
called for the Prosper Independent 
School District (ISD) school board 
to remove more than 80 titles from 
school libraries, alleging they were 
inappropriate for children.

Most of the books challenged had 
characters and/ or authors who are 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer/ questioning, intersex, and 
asexual (LGBTQIA+). 

Administrators instructed district 
librarians to permanently remove 
approximately 30 of those titles from 
their shelves, because they did not 
align with “community standards.” 
The district’s policy governing the 
reconsideration of library materials 
was not followed.

The National Coalition Against 
Censorship (NCAC) sent a letter to 
Prosper ISD’s board of trustees on 
March 23, stating that “it is entirely 
improper for district employees to 
ignore duly adopted district regula-
tions.” NCAC informed them that 
“ignoring book challenge procedures 
exposes the district to potential legal 
liability.” 

NCAC called on Prosper ISD to 
return the improperly removed books.

The titles challenged at Prosper 
ISD on January 28 are: 

• 19 Love Songs by David Levithan
• All Out: No-Longer Stories of 

Queer Teens Throughout the Ages by 

Saundra Mitchell
• As the Crow Flies by Melanie 

Gillman
• Asking for It by Louise O’Neill
• Being Jazz: My Life as a 

(Transgender Teen) by Jazz Jennings
• Beyond Magenta: Transgender Teens 

Speak Out by Susan Kuklin
• Birthday by Meredith Russo
• Branded by the Pink Triangle by Ken 

Setterington
• Burned by Ellen Hopkins
• Check, Please! #hockey by Ngozi 

Ukazu
• Check, Please! Vol. 2: Sticks & Scones 

by Ngozi Ukazu
• Cherry by Lindsey Rosin
• Chicken Girl: Life Can be a Tough 

Egg to Crack by Heather Smith
• Crank by Ellen Hopkins
• Cut Both Ways by Carrie 

Mesrobian
• Darius the Great Deserves Better by 

Adib Khorram
• Donovan’s Big Day by Lesléa 

Newman
• Dress Codes for Small Towns by 

Courtney C Stevens
• Fallout by Ellen Hopkins
• Gender Identity: Beyond Pronouns 

and Bathrooms by Maria Cook, 
Alexis Cornell

• Gender Queer: A Memoir by Maia 
Kobabe

• Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker 
Rhodes

• Glass by Ellen Hopkins
• Gracefully Grayson by Ami 

Polonsky
• I Am Jazz by Jessica Herthel, Jazz 

Jennings
• Identical by Ellen Hopkins
• If I Was Your Girl by Meredith 

Russo
• I’m a Girl! By Cinders McLeod
• I’m Bored by Michael Ian Black
• I’m Sad by Michael Ian Black
• Impulse by Ellen Hopkins
• In Our Mothers’ House by Patricia 

Polacco
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• Introducing Teddy: a Gentle Story 
About Gender and Friendship by 
Jessica Walton

• Kings, Queens, and In-Betweens by 
Tanya Boteju

• Lawn Boy by Jonathan Evison
• Magic Misfits: The Second Story by 

Neil Patrick Harris
• Melissa (previously published as 

George) by Alex Gino
• Middle School’s a Drag by Greg 

Howard
• No More Excuses: Dismantling Rape 

Culture by Amber J. Keyser
• One True Way by Shannon 

Hitchcock
• People Kill People by Ellen 

Hopkins
• Perfect by Ellen Hopkins
• Perfectly Norman by Tom Percival
• Pride: Celebrating Diversity and 

Community by Robin Stevenson
• Pride: The Story of Harvey Milk and 

the Rainbow Flag by Rob Sanders
• Queer Heroes: Meet 52 LGBTQ 

Heroes from Past and Present! by 
Arabelle Sicardi

• Queer, There, and Everywhere: 23 
People Who Changed the World by 
Sarah Prager

• Queer: The Ultimate LGBTQ Guide 
for Teens by Kathy Belge

• Rainbow Revolutionaries: 50 
LGBTQ+ People Who Made 
History by Sarah Prager

• Rick by Alex Gino
• Rumble by Ellen Hopkins
• Smoke by Ellen Hopkins
• Someone I Used to Know by Patty 

Blount
• Symptoms of Being Human by Jeff 

Garvin
• The Best at It by Maulik Pancholy
• The Best Man by Richard Peck
• The Exact Opposite of Okay by 

Laura Steven
• The Family Book by Todd Parr
• The Fourth Suit by Neil Patrick 

Harris
• The Importance of Being Wilde at 

Heart by R. Zamora Linmark
• The Incredible Magic of Being by 

Kathryn Erskine
• The Inside of Out by Jenn Marie 

Thorne
• The Magic Misfits by Neil Patrick 

Harris
• The Minor Third by Neil Patrick 

Harris
• The Moon Within by Aida Salazar
• The Music of What Happens by Bill 

Konigsberg
• The Other Boy by M.G. Hennessey
• The Pants Project by Cat Clarke
• The Past and Other Things that 

Should Stay Buried by Shaun David 
Hutchinson

• The State of Us by Shaun David 
Hutchinson

• The Stonewall Riots: Coming Out in 
the Streets by Gayle E. Pitman

• The Whispers by Greg Howard
• Tilt by Ellen Hopkins
• To Night Owl from Dogfish by 

Holly Goldberg Sloan
• Tomboy: A Graphic Memoir by Liz 

Prince
• Traffick by Ellen Hopkins
• Tricks by Ellen Hopkins
• Unleaving by Melissa Ostrom
• Vanilla by Billy Merrell
• We Contain Multitudes by Sarah 

Henstra
• What Every Girl Should Know: 

Margaret Sanger’s Journey by 
Jennifer Ann Mann

• What We Saw by Aaron Hartzler
• Wrecked: A Novel by Maria Padian
• You Brought Me the Ocean by Alex 

Sanchez
• Zenobia July by Lisa Bunker

Reported in: National Coali-
tion Against Censorship, March 
23, 2022; Local Profile, May 5, 
2022.

Suffolk, Virginia
During the April 7 school board 
meeting, several board members 

raised concerns about the inclusion of 
Sharon Creech’s Walk Two Moons on a 
list of reading choices used in a mid-
dle school literature course. 

Board member Sherri Story char-
acterized the book as “filled with 
death and sadness.” While she hadn’t 
read it, she said that based on a review, 
the book “is intensely depressing.”

Maria Lawson-Davenport, direc-
tor of curriculum and instruction, said 
that Walk Two Moons is an award- 
winning title with an indigenous 
main character. She stated the impor-
tance of having a reading list with 
“diverse characters, making sure that 
we’re representing all of our students.” 

Lawson-Davenport also reminded 
the board that parents can always ask 
for an optional book if they object to 
one on the list.

Chair Judith Brooks-Buck said the 
board’s task was to approve the course, 
not an accompanying reading list.

Board member Heather Howell 
asked who was responsible for vetting 
the reading lists. 

Lawson-Davenport said that teach-
ers, library media specialists, the 
instructional team, and the admin-
istrative office read the books prior 
to their use in a course and approve 
them.

Board member Tyron Riddick 
said he hadn’t read the book, and 
would not recommend it due to the 
“social-emotional learning situation.”

Brooks-Buck said she didn’t feel 
the board was in a place to remove a 
title that no board member had read. 

Riddick motioned to approve the 
course, but refrain from approving 
the reading list until a future board 
meeting. 

Brooks-Buck asked if Riddick 
intended for the board to approve all 
teacher book lists going forwards. 
Riddick did not answer. 

The motion passed by a 6-1 vote, 
with Brooks-Buck the lone dissenter. 
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Reported in: Suffolk News- 
Herald, April 19, 2022.

Berkeley County, West 
Virginia
At the February 7 board meeting, a 
parent challenged the use of The Blu-
est Eye by Toni Morrison in the 10th 
grade honors English curriculum at 
Berkeley County Public Schools. 

Superintendent Patrick Murphy 
stated that the district does not cur-
rently have a review process, but 
that one is in development. He also 
announced that the district would 
remove the book from all school 
libraries until it underwent review. 

On February 21, Murphy 
announced that use of the book would 
be suspended for the remainder of the 
year. 

Reported in: Journal-News, Feb-
ruary 6, 2022, and February 22, 
2022.

Cadott, Wisconsin
On March 15, the School District 
of Cadott Community held a spe-
cial meeting to listen to parent Casey 
Yeager’s complaints about six books 
which are available at elementary 
school libraries.

Yeager challenged 12 books in 
total, but a review committee had 
already recommended that the district 
retain 6 of them–a decision she was 
appealing to the school board.

The books challenged primar-
ily pertain to the lived experiences 
of people who are Black and who 

are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgen-
der, queer/ questioning, intersex, and 
asexual (LGBTQIA+). One sex edu-
cation title was also challenged.

On March 28, the board voted 
to retain three titles: Deepest Breath 
by Meg Grehan, Hurricane Child by 
Kacen Callender, and Melissa (pre-
viously published as George) by Alex 
Gino.

They voted to restrict access to 
Pride: The Story of Harvey Milk and the 
Rainbow Flag by Rob Sanders to stu-
dents in grades 4 and up.

They voted to completely remove 
Protest Movements: Then and Now by 
Eric Braun.

Finally, they voted to move The 
Baby Tree by Sophie Blackall from the 
library into the guidance counselor’s 
office.

The other six titles challenged by 
Yeager have not been reported on.

Reported in: WEAU, March 
16, 2022, and March 28, 2022.

Cedarburg, Wisconsin
On March 16, the majority of recon-
sideration committee members voted 
to remove The Kite Runner by Khaled 
Hosseini from the 10th grade curricu-
lum at Cedarburg High School.

The book was challenged by the 
parents of a sophomore at the school 
even though the student had already 
been assigned an alternate text at their 
request. 

The parents who challenged the 
book served on the committee along 
with the high school principal, the 

curriculum coordinator, a high school 
reading specialist, and two librarians. 

The teachers using the book were 
not consulted as part of the review 
process nor allowed to speak at the 
review meeting. The student’s par-
ents, the principal, and the curricu-
lum coordinator voted to remove the 
book from the curriculum. 

The decision was endorsed by the 
superintendent. 

Reported in: WTMJ, March 16, 
2022; Office for Intellectual Free-
dom challenge report.

PRISONS
New York
Heather Ann Thompson’s authorita-
tive account of the 1971 Attica prison 
riot was banned from more than a 
dozen prisons in New York. The New 
York Civil Liberties Union and the 
Civil Rights Clinic at the Benjamin 
N. Cardozo School of Law filed a fed-
eral lawsuit in response.

According to Betsy Ginsberg, 
director of Cardozo’s Civil Rights 
Clinic, Blood in the Water: The Attica 
Prison Uprising of 1971 and its Legacy 
“is a carefully researched account that 
includes the perspectives of incar-
cerated people, prison guards, their 
families, government officials, and 
members of the public” and denying 
incarcerated people access to it “runs 
counter to this country’s core values.”

Reported in: Democrat &  
Chronicle, April 1, 2022.


