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Evo Verono, | 905-1996:
An Appreciolion

Michoel Cotpenter

Eu. V"ro.t" (Trieste, February 1, 1905-
Zagreb, May 19, 1996) was a Croatian
libiarlan who, when she entered the inter-
national arena for the rwision of cataloging
rules, made many enduring contributions
to the way we do things today.

Eva VLrona s educition was in physics
and mathematics in the Faculty of Phi-

in 1967. Starting in 1966, she became a
senior lecturer a[ the University ofZagreb
and continued in this position well into the
I980s.

At the time of Verona'.s work, Croatia
was a constituent unit of a {'ederal state,

in 196I.
Verona made several scholarly contri-

butions to English-language library litera-
ture, includin! articleJ on lbrm headings

these articles are in a host of Ianguages
and must have come from a truly cosmo-
politan collection of library literature' To-^day 

these studies are still marvels of clarity
of exposition and contain excellent cover-
age of the relevant materials.
" In these and other contributions, there

one volume of which has appeared in two

editions (Verona 1970-1983 and 1986)' as

well as a more scholarly treatment on the

alphabetical catalog (Verona 1966 and
f971). The Croatian cataloging code was

adopted by the library community in Yu-
gori'",ri" ai a whole. Fot ."tty years, she
ivas the chief editor of the journal Vjesnik
bibliotekara Hrcatske lBillaln of Croa-
tian Librarians] (1950- ) as well as a driv-
inq lbrce in the Croatian library associa-
tioin. the Dru5wo bibliotekara Hrvatske.

Accordinqto Phyllis Richmond (f 993),
Verona first"attended meetings of IFLA
(International Federation of Library As-

sociations) in 1952 and continued to do so

fbr the next twenty-live years. Verona's
work had its maioi effeci on cataloging
practice through-her committee work in

ifle 
"nd 

wo-".k *ith IFl-A-sponsored
conferences.
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As chair of the Yugoslav Cataloging
Committee, Verona was a delegate tolhe
International Conference on Citaloguing
Principles (the "Paris" conferenc6) oT

ing the form of references to the main
entry.

In today's online environment, the
controversy over whether unilbrm titles
sho_uld be'part of the main entry or an
added entry might appear pointless, per-
tinent only to the card catalog environ-
ment. Such a conclusion woul-d be mis-
taken: Imagine linding a uniform title for
a translated work arranged under the
heading fbr a translator oi an illustrator.
The uniform title in that context makes
one think ofthe translator or illustrator as

I'irst a commentary on the Paris Principles
and the second a full-lengh sttdy, Corpo-
rate Headings

During the Paris conference, several
delegatiois found themselves unable to

accept the idea of co{porate authorship.
In an attempt to gloss over differences,
the delegatei estab'iished a subcommittee
to redraft section 9 of the draft Statement
of Princl.ples, which dealt with corporate
entry. The committee succeeded-in its
task by composing a new section with am-
biguous wording, a situation that has re-
sulted in the existence oftwo tendencies
in,post-Paris codes, one accepting the idea
of colporate authorship and the other ac-

the Angln-American Cataloguing Rules
second edition ( AAC R2), withtheir denial
of authorial status to corporate bodies.

With the possibility in mind of differ-
ing interpretations of the Statemnnt Of
Princi.ples, which was supposed to unifr
intemational cataloging, the Paris confei-
ence decided that ai ainotated statement
ofprinciples should be issued. Although a
preliminary edition was issued by A. H.-Chaplin, 

ii was deemed insuflicient to
deal with the needs of the profession. At
the successor to the Paris conference, the
International Meeting of Cataloguing Ex-
perts held in Copenhagen in 1969, it was
decided to appoint a committee to pro-
vide a definitive annotated statement.
Verona became the principal author ofthe
new and find edition (Verona 1971). In

mentary relates to section 9 of the princi-
ples, that section dealing with corporate
entry and in greatest need of reinterpre-
tation. Here Verona documented the
need for a new interpretation ofsection 9,
but ended up by corrcluding that rewriting
might prove to'be hopeless.

After the unsatisfactory attempt at re-
interpretation of the Paris provisions lbr
corporate entry in the commentary,
Verona attended the 1972 Budapest IFLA
conference and, after lengthy discussions



corporate authorship, and corporate en-
tries that {bllowed a sort of common de-

brary materials that had been captured by
othJr nations during World War II, wori<
lbr which she had been previously hon-
ored with a Medal of Work with golden
leaves by the republic's president. Addi-
tionallv. she *^^honot"d for her work on
both the current and retrospective Croa-
tian national bibliographies (GomerEii
re77-78).

Verona had to work in a multicultural
environment within her home country
Yugoslavia, a country besetby differences
in scripts lbr one common language (Ser-

bian and Croatian are distinguished by the

suited to bridging what appeared to-be
unbridgeable gaps in viewpoints, and her
work is one of lhe reasons we can so easily
speak about, and work with, international
slandards in cataloging today. This is no
small achievement. I regret that I never
met her but could only correspond with
her.

It is perhaps worthwhile to remark that
OCLC iecords no holdings in its member
libraries for either the latest edition of
Verona's Croatian cataloging code, or for
her systematic treatise in Cioatian on the
subiect. Verona's work in a multicultural

LRTS o 40(4) . EoaVerona, 1905-1996 /379

environment, her multilingualism (in-

clu&ng her limpid style in English), and
the suEstantial nature ofher contributions
to our {ield should focus a grim light on

activities up through 1967 is available in
* 

"not',r.in. 
article on her life and work

publth6d in 1968 ("Eva Verona" 1968).
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