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approach everything from the lexicon of printing type, to 
the economics of library departments, to the ins and outs of 
building security, public programming, descriptive bibliog-
raphy, mass deacidification, and anomalous legal issues such 
as the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA). Perhaps 
employed as a classroom text in any library training track, 
the juxtaposition of some of these seemingly unrelated issues 
can be a useful exploration into the expansive world of main-
taining and making information available to library users. 
Berger’s voice as a teacher comes through in every chapter 
or lesson, making both administrative issues and historical 
objects tactile and relevant. As a reminder for best practices, 
his chapter “Running a Rare Book Department” is thorough, 
yet to someone who has worked in different library settings 
and has had to make difficult compromises, his summary 
seems idyllic. To someone training for this kind of position, 
it could be helpful for them to get a sense of everything they 
should be aware of as they progress through their career. In 
essence, no corner of librarianship is left unexplored in this 
text, and for Berger, all roads lead back to rare books and 
special collections.

In this manner, there is no beginning and no end to 
the journey through this text. Chapters are not necessarily 
building blocks, but stand-alone topics that relate from some 
tangent to one another. Chapters 1–5, “Some Practical Reali-
ties,” “Running a Rare Book Department,” “Archives,” “The 
Physical Materials of the Collection,” and “Physical Layout 
and Operations,” bounce around from a second general 
introduction (1), to the daily tasks of departmental staff (2), to 
detailed definitions of collection, and non-collection materi-
als (3–4), and then back to discussions that inform daily tasks 
of departmental staff (5). Advice and anecdotes nestled in the 
Fund-Raising (6), Security (7), and Outreach (11) chapters 
raise thoughtful points about donors, building access points, 
and faculty engagement, respectively, but are very much 
dependent on the particulars of an institution to be widely 
applicable. “Legal Issues” and “Bibliography,” chapters 8 
and 9, tackle topics that are exacting in nature and difficult 
to cover within the space of a single chapter. Much like 
touching on the arena of book collecting and handling (10), 
these chapters especially should be taken as starting points 
for much further study or immersion. Chapter 12 explores 
preservation and conservation, my specialty, and appropri-
ately identifies broad issues such as environment, common 
repair jargon, item condition and reformatting, and even the 
differences between the often misused restoration/conserva-
tion/preservation designations. Chapters 13 and 14, “Special 
Collections Departments Today,” and “Other Issues,” revisit 
earlier topics, offering somewhat redundant commentary in 
some instances, and thoughtful, fresh assessments in others. 
Composing a retrospective on a long career, these chapters 
populate this book with personality and awareness.

As a vehicle for documenting a broad range of organi-
zations in this populace, the book devotes significant space 

to American Library Association (ALA) specialty groups 
(Rare Books and Manuscripts Section and Preservation and 
Reformatting Section, for example) as well as independent 
companies, internet discussion forums, and specific library 
departments within colleges and universities. Berger freely 
acknowledges the existence of all these contributors to this 
realm without skipping a beat. In fact, by embracing new 
technologies, he manages to substantiate and reinforce his 
allegiance to the foundation that made them possible. 

It is thrilling to see that ALA, in this increasingly digital 
age, has supported and promoted the publication of a work 
devoted to a field that is not necessarily shiny and neat, and 
does not always successfully translate its multi-dimensional 
nature to a two-dimensional environment. The importance 
of this book appearing now in an atmosphere where librar-
ians wonder about what is happening to their role with insti-
tutional collections and with their profession in a new age 
of information is not lost on Berger. The book’s foreword, 
contributed by Joel Silver, an exceptional librarian, teacher, 
and scholar in this same community, sets the stage for this 
comprehensive volume when he writes that it is, “the result 
of many decades of Sidney Berger’s complete involvement 
in all aspects of books, from their creation to their institu-
tional care . . . [enabling] him to consider and describe the 
world of rare books and manuscripts with a perspective that 
few others can match”(xii). A unique text, remarkable in its 
breadth, Berger’s work showcases how a dedicated career in 
rare books and special collections can lead to a lifetime of 
discovery and erudition; and how an understanding of these 
rare and special physical materials ensures a place for them 
in future libraries and personal collections.—Rachel Lapkin 
(Rachel_Lapkin@Brown.edu), Brown University
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For the past few years, librarians have heard how 
Linked Data will be the future of bibliographic data. Linked 
Data for Libraries, Archives, and Museums: How to Clean, 
Link and Publish Your Metadata tries to make sense of the 
hype. The goal of this book is to introduce “the process of 
making your collections available, from the arduous process-
es of cleaning and connecting to publishing it for the world” 
(xiv). Specifically, this book describes metadata standards 
including Linked Data, associated tools and technologies, 
and the sustainability of metadata and technologies. The 
authors critically evaluate various options that can be used 
to clean, enrich, and publish metadata along with the history, 
advantages, and disadvantages of each. 

Both authors Seth van Hooland and Ruben Verborgh 
are metadata specialists. Seth van Hooland holds a PhD 
in Information Science, is an assistant professor at the 
Université libre de Bruxelles (ULB), and is the academic 
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responsible for the Information and Communication Sci-
ence Department. Ruben Verborgh is researcher in seman-
tic hypermedia at Ghent University—iMinds Belgium and 
holds a PhD in Computer Science Engineering. Together 
they created a website, http://freeyourmetadata.org, to pro-
vide learning materials on metadata.

This book is well organized and thought out. The 
authors describe their approach as “pragmatic.” A glossary 
at the front defines the terms used, and helpful illustrations 
and tables are included to highlight the concepts presented. 
The introduction clearly lays out the structure of the book 
by giving the goals, audience, concepts, and skills of each 
chapter. Each of the five core chapters end with a case study 
that allows practice of the concepts presented in the chapter. 
The case studies are easily identified in the text by a grey 
vertical bar in the margin. The authors note that three of 
the five case studies use OpenRefine software. The sample 
data used in the case studies is based on real-world data and 
is available for download at the website, http://book.freeyour 
metadata.org. This book takes on a tough task of trying to 
reach a diverse audience of library, archives, and museum 
professionals and their various needs. In order to relate to 
all, the authors use case studies from a wide range of institu-
tions: Schoenberg Database of Manuscripts, Powerhouse 
Museum, British Library, and Cooper-Hewitt National 
Design Museum. 

Each successive chapter—“Modelling,” “Cleaning,” 
“Reconciling,” “Enriching,” and then “Publishing”—builds 
on the concepts presented. They all begin with a bulleted list 
of clearly stated learning outcomes and contain a conclusion 
summing up the concepts presented. The chapters take the 
reader through the steps needed to make metadata acces-
sible on the web. 

“Modelling” provides an overview of four data models: 
tabular data (flat files), relational model (databases), meta-
markup languages (XML, etc.), and Linked Data. Diagrams 
depicting each model and a summary table listing the advan-
tages and disadvantages of each are included.

“Cleaning” claims that most metadata needs to be 
cleaned. The focus is on improving data quality and some 
common data problems. It introduces the term “data profil-
ing”—determining the quality of data and then enhancing 
the quality. The case study introduces OpenRefine.

“Reconciling” discusses controlled vocabularies, in par-
ticular the importance of sharing and re-using vocabularies. 
Included are introductions on full-fledge vocabularies, such 
as Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH), and a 
lightweight web approach, Simple Knowledge Organizing 
System (SKOS), which is often used with Linked Data.

“Enriching” details various ways of augmenting unstruc-
tured metadata. The main focus is on applying Named-Entity 

Recognition (NER) to metadata as a way to identify and dis-
ambiguate unstructured data. 

“Publishing” describes how to publish your metadata 
in a sustainable way. In particular, there is a discussion of 
Application Programming Interface (API) vs. Representa-
tion State Transfer (REST) technology. APIs are considered 
as unique to each system while REST is a global standard 
that is re-usable. 

The conclusion discusses the global impact of Linked 
Data. It lacks a summary chapter connecting the concepts 
presented together. Additionally, the discussion on Resource 
Description Framework (RDF) includes the statement, “We 
purposely do not provide examples here, as there are many 
on the web” (210). Yes, there are many examples on the web, 
but many of them are bad. This book should provide more 
“good” examples of publishing Linked Data and its associ-
ated syntax in “Publishing.” 

In the introduction, the authors declare that this is the 
first handbook designed specifically for library, archives, 
and museum professionals and does not require a computer 
background. Though not a handbook, librarians may remem-
ber the Library Technology Reports publication, Linked 
Data Tools: Connecting on the Web by Karen Coyle that 
provides an overview of Linked Data that is geared towards 
librarians.1 Even though the authors say that the book is 
aimed at a non-technical audience, knowledge of structured 
data and query language is necessary to follow some of the 
discussions and the case studies. But in general, the concepts 
presented are in a clear and concise manner. Also, for librar-
ians, the detailed explanation of classification, subject head-
ings, and thesauri in the chapter titled “Reconciling” may be 
unnecessary, but would be useful for students and others. 

After reading this book, readers may feel that there is a 
lot more to Linked Data than they thought. The authors orga-
nize the information in a logical way to help sort out the vari-
ous options. Plus, they emphasize the importance of cleaning 
up data before publishing. Because of the volume of valuable 
information about metadata in this book, Linked Data for 
Libraries, Archives, and Museums: How to Clean, Link and 
Publish Your Metadata would be appropriate for those want-
ing to learn more about Linked Data and metadata. Working 
though the examples on the author’s website would reinforce 
the concepts presented.—Lisa Romano (Lisa.Romano@
umb.edu), University of Massachusetts Boston
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