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photos are included with some entries.

An alphabetical list of entries appears in both volumes.
Volume 2 features a chronology of major events (1946-2011),
glossaries, a bibliography, a list of contributors, a categorical
list of entries, and a thirty-seven-page index. The category list
is of limited utility for subject access as it consists of only four
classifications: “Individuals,” “Events,” “Groups and Organiza-
tions,” and “Miscellaneous.” That said, the index largely saves
the day by providing detailed access to specific people, groups,
and events lacking their own entries. Its one major deficiency
is spotty and inconsistent geographic access points. A separate
geographic index would have enhanced access to the content.
The thirty-one-page bibliography contains a wealth of sources,
but its arrangement by author or title limits its utility. Some
type of subject classification, supplemented with an author/
title index, would have rendered it more usable.

The most directly comparable work is probably Combs and
Slann’s Encyclopedia of Terrorism (Facts on File, 2007), which,
sadly, is already becoming dated. This work also consists of
short entries, about 325 in all, and similarly attempts to cover
a wide range of topics, including killers like Charles Manson
and John Wayne Gacy. Its bibliography is much shorter at six
pages, but the chronology, covering 1946-2006, concludes
with a useful summary: “U.S. and International Reaction to
September 11, 2001, Day by Day” which spans September 11,
2001 to November 26, 2001. Ciment’s World Terrorism: An En-
cyclopedia of Political Violence from Ancient Times to the Post—9/11
Era (Sharpe Reference, 2011) was reviewed in RUSQ (vol. 52,
issue 1, 74-75); as noted there, it places more emphasis on
historical context, contrasting with Chalk and Combs/Slann’s
focus on modern times. Arrangement of entries within each
section by country or region facilitates the geographic access
that is missing from the other two titles.

Encyclopedia of Terrorism fulfills its aim of providing a
broad, but not deep, compilation of information on modern
terrorism in all its manifestations. Of the five audience cat-
egories cited in the second paragraph above, however, it is
likely to be useful only to students and the public. For these
groups, the work provides a helpful summary of each topic
with suggested sources for more information. Recommended
for public and school libraries that can afford the price; an
optional purchase for academic libraries that already have
the Combs/Slann or the Ciment titles.—Michael L. Nelson,
Research & Instruction Librarian, University of Wyoming Librar-
ies, Laramie, Wyoming

Encyclopedia of the U.S. Census: From the Constitution to
the American Community Survey (ACS). 2nd ed. Ed. by
Margo J. Anderson, Constance E Citro, and Joseph J. Salvo.
Los Angeles: CQ Press, 2012. 456 p. alkaline $175 (ISBN
978-1-60871-025-6). E-book available, call for pricing.
The Encyclopedia of the U.S. Census (2nd ed.) updates and
revises its predecessor to reflect the significant changes that
have taken place in US census data collection and analysis
over the past twelve years. The most notable addition to the
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encyclopedia is a twenty-two-page section on the American
Community Survey (ACS) that covers historical and method-
ological aspects of this survey, which has replaced the long-
form census questionnaire. The ACS section also includes
a guide to understanding and using ACS data products, a
particularly helpful addition because these products differ
substantially from the data products of the modern decen-
nial census.

The remainder of the encyclopedia has been updated to
reflect changes in policy and practice since the first edition.
Historical articles remain virtually unchanged, although the
editors have added some discussion in reference to the ACS.
Articles on current topics have been substantially or entirely
revised. Some topics briefly mentioned in the first edition are
expanded to full articles in the second, while a few tangential
articles are contracted to provide more general information.
The bibliographies for each entry have been updated with
URLs to online resources, and the appendix includes repro-
ductions of the collection forms for the 2010 census and the
2010 ACS. The index has also been improved with the addi-
tion of boldface type to indicate full articles. Additionally, this
edition has improved its collection of historical photographs
and images relating to the census while clarifying the some-
times confusing captioning of the first edition.

Other works about the census and the ACS may provide
more directed guidance but are simultaneously focused on
a smaller audience. This encyclopedia avoids any significant
mention of the mechanics of accessing data through the Cen-
sus Bureau’s Web interface, an advantage given that the new-
est data interface, American FactFinder 2, debuted in 2011
and continues to undergo adjustments as new data products
are added and browser compatibility improves.

The second edition of the Encyclopedia of the U.S. Census
is also notable for its thoughtful treatment of topics including
race and ethnicity, undercounted populations, and immigra-
tion. A particularly interesting new article entitled “Human
Rights and Population Censuses” frankly addresses the role
of population censuses in both advancing and hindering hu-
man rights within the United States and in the international
community.

This work remains indispensable for researchers using
data collected and disseminated by the US Bureau of the
Census. Students who are using historical census data will
find this encyclopedia helpful in providing an understanding
of how the data was collected. Genealogists may appreciate
the discussion of historical census collection as a basic frame-
work for detailed research into the creation and publication
of census schedules, although they will be disappointed in
its lack of coverage of the mechanics of accessing and using
census schedules. What the Encyclopedia of the U.S. Census
does provide is crucial information for librarians provid-
ing guidance and instruction in using census and ACS data,
along with a fascinating window into the history of the mas-
sive undertaking to count and describe the population of the
United States.—Shari Laster, Government Documents/Reference
Librarian, University Libraries, The University of Akron, Ohio
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