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SOURCES

Guide to U.S. Foreign Policy: A Diplomatic History. Ed. by 
Robert J. McMahon and Thomas W. Zeiler. Thousand Oaks, 
CA: CQ Press, 2012. 2 vols. acid free $400 (ISBN 978-1-
60871-910-5).

Reference books on US foreign relations abound. This 
work, however, stands out from the pack. The co-editors, 
both diplomatic historians, have artfully succeeded in blend-
ing history and political science into a distinctive hybrid 
work. Exhibiting the quality one has come to expect from the 
publisher CQ Press, which is now increasingly moving into 
the international domain, this is an excellent and thorough 
analytic narrative of the diplomatic history of the United 
States from colonial times to the present. Atypical of conven-
tional encyclopedic works on the subject, this one adopts a 
chronological approach, each chapter devoted to a discussion 
of a particular period of time. The two volumes consist of 
seven parts addressing the following themes: development 
and growth of American foreign policy, the emergence of the 
United States on the international scene, the inter-war period, 
the beginnings of the Cold War, post–Cold War develop-
ments, and the post–9/11 world. 

Taken together, the forty chapters, engagingly written by 
experts (mainly academics), provide a comprehensive overview 
of US foreign relations, accompanied by endnotes and sugges-
tions for further reading.  Occasional photographs and sidebars 
that highlight key concepts, biographies of major figures, se-
lected primary sources, and significant shifts in foreign policy 
enhance the text.  Noteworthy additional features include an 
extensive bibliography for each of the parts (a consolidated list 
would have been preferable) and a detailed collective index. 

This book will prove of inestimable value to students of 
US foreign affairs and will be welcomed by researchers. Those 
teaching courses on the history of US foreign relations will un-
doubtedly find it useful as supplementary reading in conjunc-
tion with standard texts such as The History of American Policy 
from 1895 (M.E. Sharpe, 4th ed., 2012). Belligerents, Brinkman-
ship, and the Big Stick: A Historical Encyclopedia of American Dip-
lomatic Concepts (ABC-CLIO, 2009) is a similar thematic work 
but pales in comparison. The Guide to U.S. Foreign Policy is a 
highly recommended purchase for academic libraries with pro-
grams in international relations.—David Ettinger, International 
Affairs and Political Science Librarian, Gelman Library, George 
Washington University, Washington, DC

Sexual Violence and Abuse: An Encyclopedia of Prevention, 
Impacts, and Recovery. Ed. by Judy L. Postmus. Santa Bar-
bara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2013. 2 vols. acid free $189 (ISBN 978-
1-59884-755-0). E-book available (978-1-59884-756-7).

The purpose of Sexual Violence and Abuse: An Encyclope-
dia of Prevention, Impacts, and Recovery is to provide a single, 
comprehensive resource that covers all aspects of sexual 
violence and abuse that is useful to students, the general 
public, and social workers. Postmus has not only fulfilled 
this purpose, but has accomplished far more. This resource 

stands out among the various texts on sexual abuse and vio-
lence. Postmus’s work is comprehensive, authoritative, and 
unique.  The 264 entries encompass a variety of topics related 
to sexual violence and abuse, from descriptions of perpetra-
tors and therapeutic interventions to how technology alters 
both the solicitation of sexual abuse and violence, as well as 
the recovery process.  

Additionally, the encyclopedia covers the impact sex-
ual violence and abuse have on various issues such as the 
economy, legislation, health of the victim and perpetrator, 
and society as a whole. Postmus strives to address the effect 
sexual abuse and violence have on many individuals, includ-
ing members of different ethnic and religious groups. She 
examines not only the traditional heterosexual male and fe-
male groups, but also those who identify with the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender community. This encyclopedia is 
straightforward and to the point: there are no images, charts, 
graphs, or similar features. Entries are organized alphabeti-
cally, though there is a “Topical List of Entries,” which aids 
in the use of this resource. A list of recommended resources, 
detailed information regarding the editor and contributors, 
and an index at the end of volume 2 is available. The ency-
clopedia is also available as an e-book. 

The entries, which vary in length from a few paragraphs 
to several pages, include “see also” references, lists of further 
readings, and selected websites when available. Entries are 
written at a level for general readers but authoritative and 
detailed enough to support clinical, evidence-based practice. 
One of the greatest strengths of the encyclopedia is the exper-
tise of the editor and authors, which ranges from professionals 
in the field of sexual violence and abuse to doctoral students 
and researchers. Also, in-text citations are included in a num-
ber of entries, lending credibility and authority to the work. 

An additional strength of Postmus’s encyclopedia is that it is 
unique to the literature. Resources such as Judith Worell’s Ency-
clopedia of Women and Gender: Sex Similarities and Differences and 
the Impact of Society on Gender (Academic, 2001) only touches 
on sexual abuse and violence as where Postmus’s encyclopedia 
is entirely devoted to the subject. An area that could benefit 
from improvement is how the overviews are handled. Various 
entries in the encyclopedia provide an in-depth overview of 
various topics, such as “History (Overview)” and “Theories 
(Overview).” These overviews can be identified by browsing 
through the entire “Topical List of Entries” to see which topic 
has “Overview” in parentheses next to the topic name. It would 
be far more helpful for the overviews to have their own heading 
in the “Topical List of Entries.” Also, including the index at the 
end of both volume 1 and 2 would be helpful. 

Despite these minor drawbacks, Postmus’s text is an ideal 
reference work for students, faculty, researchers, and profes-
sionals who work in the field of sexual abuse and violence. It 
is also of value to the general consumer who wants to learn 
more about this topic. This encyclopedia is strongly recom-
mended for any university library that supports social work 
or other programs that address sexual abuse and violence. 
—Maria C. Melssen, Medical Librarian, Port Clinton, Ohio


