
266 Reference & User Services Quarterly

SOURCES

which organizes entries under umbrella terms. This is par-
ticularly useful in a work that spans so many disciplines and 
seemingly unrelated issues. As an example, the topical term 
“Dreams and Therapy” joins entries for “Cancer Patients and 
Dreamwork” and “Neurofeedback for Sleep Problems.” While 
this organization is helpful, it also reveals ESD’s professional 
focus. Some topical terms could use clarifying definitions to 
assist the non-specialist (for example, Parasomnias). Most 
entries include “see also” references. Illustrations, tables, and 
photos permeate and enrich the work.

While some of the content in ESD can be found in exist-
ing, subject-specific reference resources such as Facts on File’s 
Encyclopedia of Sleep and Sleep Disorders (2010, 3rd ed.), no 
current work so comprehensively covers both sleep science 
and dream studies. One title with similar scope is Mary A. 
Carskadon’s Encyclopedia of Sleep and Dreaming (Macmillan, 
1993). This single-volume work achieves a more consistent, 
accessible tone and does a better job providing narrative 
overviews of broad topics that contextualize other entries; it 
continues to hold value for newcomers to this area of study. 
However, this work was published almost twenty years ago 
and there is no revised edition.

ESD should prove a valuable supplement to academic 
library collections, particularly at universities with programs 
in psychology or sociology, but its unevenness make it less 
suitable to public library or high school collections.—Korey 
Brunetti, Reference and Instruction Librarian/Collections Coordi-
nator, California State University, East Bay, Hayward

Encyclopedia of the Kennedys: The People and Events 
That Shaped America. By Joseph M. Siracusa. Santa Bar-
bara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2012. 3 vols. acid free $294 (ISBN: 
9781598845389). E-book available (ISBN: 9781598845396), 
call for pricing.

At first glance, Joseph M. Siracusa’s Encyclopedia of the 
Kennedys: The People and Events That Shaped America appears 
full of promise. In the preface, Siracusa explains that he wrote 
this book to coincide with the fiftieth anniversary of John F. 
Kennedy’s presidency, and his goal is to “capture the essence” 
of the legend of John F. Kennedy and the Camelot years. The 
scope of Siracusa’s reference set is admirable, covering the 
Kennedys themselves, significant events of the 1960s, politi-
cal figures and their policies, and social issues, with a heavy 
emphasis on civil rights. The majority of the entries, however, 
focus on political figures that served as John F. Kennedy’s 
contemporaries. With coverage spanning approximately 100 
years, the breadth of Encyclopedia of the Kennedys is clearly its 
greatest strength.

Given the subject headings assigned to Encyclopedia of 
the Kennedys, it can be challenging to pinpoint comparable 
reference titles. Certainly there are reference works that are 
broader in scope in discussing the 1960s and offer some 
overlap; some noteworthy titles include the following: Carl 
Singleton’s The Sixties in America (Salem, 1999), David Far-
ber’s and Beth Bailey’s The Columbia Guide to America in the 

1960s (Columbia University Press, 2001), David Farber’s The 
Sixties Chronicle (Legacy, 2004), and James S. Baugess’ and 
Abbe Allen Debolt’s Encyclopedia of the Sixties: A Decade of Cul-
ture and Counterculture (Greenwood, 2012). Both Singleton’s 
three volume set The Sixties in America and Farber’s The Sixties 
Chronicle are rich with photos, graphs, and charts; the same 
cannot be said of Encyclopedia of the Kennedys: The People and 
Events That Shaped America. In contrast, The Columbia Guide 
to America in the 1960s offers a more scholarly tone and is ar-
ranged both thematically and alphabetically, giving it a clear 
advantage over the Encyclopedia of the Kennedys, which is ar-
ranged alphabetically only.

The greatness of this reference set is an illusion. Siracusa 
does a commendable job representing politicians on both 
sides of the aisle, with the length of the entry “Republican 
Party” (661–662) nearly matching the length of the entry 
“Democratic Party” (180–81). However, readers may wonder 
if Siracusa is trying to not only protect President Kennedy’s 
reputation, but that of his family and approaches a hagiog-
raphy of the Kennedys. For example, the entry on Marilyn 
Monroe (561) seems vague, merely mentioning a “connec-
tion” with President Kennedy and his brother, Robert, but not 
elaborating on the affair between Monroe and the president.

Encyclopedia of the Kennedys contains several surprises. 
This reference set includes numerous entries on media per-
sonalities, such as the journalist Walter Lippmann (472–73) 
and CBS broadcaster Walter Leland Cronkite (157–59). Ironi-
cally, there is no entry for Maria Shriver, a broadcast journalist 
who is the daughter of Eunice Kennedy Shriver, a sister of 
John F. Kennedy.

Readers of the Encyclopedia of the Kennedys will notice 
another glaring omission: there is no entry for John F. Ken-
nedy Jr. Yet there is an entry for his sister, Caroline Bouvier 
Kennedy (401–3), as well as his wife, Carolyn Bessette Ken-
nedy (403–4).

Like politicians, this reference set fails to uphold all of its 
promises. While Encyclopedia of the Kennedys is fairly compre-
hensive, its tone, omissions, and grammatical errors tarnish 
its reputation. Unfortunately this title adds little to a widely 
covered field; an objective biography of the Kennedys might 
be a better investment. Therefore, Encyclopedia of the Kennedys 
stands as an optional title for school, public, and academic 
libraries.—Elizabeth A. Young, Head of Readers’ Services, Eliza-
bethtown College, Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania

Encyclopedia of Transnational Crime and Justice. Ed. by 
Margaret E. Beare. Los Angeles: Sage Reference, 2012. 510 
p. $115 (ISBN: 9781412990776).

In the introduction to this single-volume reference work, 
editor Margaret E. Beare (York University, Toronto) quotes 
the 2010 report of the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime, The Globalization of Crime, which states, “Organized 
crime has diversified, gone global and reached macro-eco-
nomic proportions” (xix). While acknowledging that not all 
“transnational crime” is technically “organized crime,” this 


