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The African American Electorate: A Statistical History. 
Ed. by Hanes Walton Jr., Sherman C. Puckett, and Donald 
R. Deskins Jr. Thousand Oaks, CA: CQ Press, 2012. 2 vols. 
acid free $350 (ISBN: 9780872895089). Online access 
available, call for pricing.

There are several scholarly nonreference studies on 
African American voting; most tend to focus on particular 
regions and/or historically significant periods. As well, there 
are reference works concerning the general US electorate that 
may or may not include sections on African Americans. This 
reference set is unique in that it focuses solely on the African 
American electorate from a broad geographical perspective, 
covering both enfranchisement and disenfranchisement ef-
forts during all eras of American history.

The book is arranged into well-written and detailed chap-
ters by topic, each bolstered by an impressive collection of 
statistics, totaling more than 500 maps, diagrams, tables, and 
figures often down to the county level. Furthermore, an addi-
tional 170 pages of appendixes of longer, more detailed tables 
extend the chapter data. The topical chapter arrangement is a 
departure from most studies on the subject, which are usually 
in strict chronological order or by region. The topical nature 
of the work leads to interesting chapters such as “Felon and 
Ex-Felon Disenfranchisement” or “The National Equal Rights 
League,” which further contextualizes the mass of data.

One missing element that would have been useful was 
a chronology for those new to researching the subject. Ad-
ditionally, one might get the impression from this book that 
there are no and never have been any African Americans in 
the western United States. In the index, California has no 
entries, instead readers are directed to “See Far West States,” 
and then there are only three page entries. For the purposes 
of this study, states such as Arizona, Washington, Colorado, 
New Mexico, Utah, and Idaho apparently do not exist. The 
authors contend that data can often be “spotty, fragmentary, 
piecemeal, as well as elusive and fugitive” (4). This notion 
seems appropriate for nineteeth-century and possibly early 
twentieth-century statistics, however, not for post–World War 
II data that was also omitted for western states. It appears 
that the laudable topical approach, eschewing regionalism as 
much as possible, may have left a void in this work as states 
west of Texas are roundly ignored.

Nonetheless, overall this is a tremendous set that would 
benefit any college collection.—Brent D. Singleton, Reference 
Librarian, California State University, San Bernardino

Applied Science. Ed. by Donald R. Franceschetti. Ips-
wich, MA: Salem, 2012. 5 vols. acid free $595 (ISBN: 
9781587657818). Online access included with purchase 
of print.

Applied Science is filling a gap in encyclopedic sets dealing 
with science and technology in everyday life. Previously, Ma-
gill’s Survey of Science, Applied Science Series (Salem Press, 
1993–98) served this role, but it needs replacement due to 
advances in the fields it covers, as well as newly emerged 
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