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The Encyclopedia of the Spanish-American and Philippine-
American Wars: A Political, Social and Military History. Ed. by 
Spencer C. Tucker. Santa Barbara, Calif.: ABC-Clio, 2009. 3 vols. 
alkaline $295.00 (ISBN 978-1-85109-951-1).

Two related conflicts, the Spanish-American and  
Philippine-American Wars, helped catapult the United States 
to world prominence. What began as a conflict for Cuban 
independence resulted in a brief war with Spain, a three-year 
battle in the Philippines, and the establishment of the United 
States as a colonial power. Senior fellow of military history at 
ABC-Clio and retired Virginia Military Institute military his-
tory professor Spencer C. Tucker served as the volume editor 
for this three-volume encyclopedia. Volumes 1 and 2 contain 
encyclopedia entries, maps, chronology, and so on, and vol-
ume 3 is solely devoted to primary source documents. 

This comprehensive work seeks to explore not only the 
military history surrounding these wars, but also to delve 
deeply into the related social and political events during the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth century. Tucker’s edition 
strides for breadth and accomplishes this with noteworthy 
success. However, the extraordinary range of this multiv-
olume set leads to an inclusion of a number of scarcely re-
lated entries. The entry on Henry Flick Clay is linked to the 
Spanish-American and Philippine-American Wars only by 
noting that coke (fuel derived from coal), the material from 
which Clay made his initial fortune, was in demand during 
that time. However, such tangential entries constitute only a 
small percentage of this work. Numerous entries seamlessly 
tie together the two wars and relevant people, events, and 
movements, such as the entry on Alexander Graham Bell, 
inventor of the telephone, which notes that Congress im-
posed a one-cent tax per phone call to pay for the Spanish-
American War. 

Although the many entries found within these volumes 
give near equal coverage to the social, political, and mili-
tary influences during both wars, such treatment cannot be 
found in the introduction. While acknowledging the world 
beyond military affairs, the introduction gives scant treat-
ment to the social and political forces surrounding the two 
wars and focuses primarily on military campaigns. As such, 
the introduction provides an inadequate overview of the so-
cial and political consequences of the Spanish-American and  
Philippine-American Wars and fails to provide a context 
for the abundance of nonmilitary entries found within the  
edition.

A military-focused introduction and a few peripheral en-
tries, however, should not detract from the importance of this 
truly comprehensive encyclopedia. Adding to the list of ency-
clopedia entries, the final volume contains a well-selected and 
varied collection of primary documents that contains treaties 
and excerpts representing many different views of historical 
figures and groups of diverse backgrounds, each beginning 
with an introductory paragraph. In comparison to the much 
shorter and less comprehensive Encyclopedia of the Spanish-
American and Philippine-American Wars (ABC-Clio, 2001) 

authored by Jerry Keenan, which focuses primarily on mili-
tary matters while providing some limited background on 
political affairs of the time, Tucker’s multivolume set provides 
a more thorough treatment of both wars in a larger historical 
context. This work is recommended for large public libraries 
and all academic libraries, especially ones with strong collec-
tions in the Gilded Age/Progressive Era or military history.—
Joseph A. Hurley, Data Services Librarian, Georgia State Univer-
sity Library, Atlanta, Georgia

Great Events from History: Modern Scandals. Ed. by Carl L. 
Bankston. Great Events from History. Pasadena, Calif.: Salem, 
2009. 3 vols. alkaline $295 (ISBN 978-1-58764-468-8).

While this latest entry in Salem Press’s Great Events from 
History series may hold limited appeal because of its narrow 
scope, it is nonetheless an excellent addition to the series. 
Covering important events from 1904 to the present, Modern 
Scandals has appeal not only as a research tool, but possibly 
as a browsing title for curious readers.

The three-volume set includes almost four hundred scan-
dals from the past century, almost all of which are covered in 
1,600-word entries (five entries receive lengthier treatment) 
and arranged chronologically. The entries are well structured, 
listing not only a summary of the event, but also key play-
ers and extensive further reading lists. These reading lists 
will come in handy for students needing further information 
and for whom the entries in this volume act as an introduc-
tion. Written by 190 mostly American scholars, the entries 
are clear, concise, and written in a manner that assumes no 
previous knowledge of a topic by reader.

The publishers take pains to explain what constitutes 
a scandal and how choices were made for these volumes. 
Some inclusions or exclusions could be debated no matter 
how decisions are made, but a quick check by this reviewer 
of several scandals showed that all had been considered, 
from the sensational (e.g., Prince Charles’ affair with Camilla 
Parker-Bowles, the Menendez brothers) to the world-altering 
(e.g., the recent meltdown of American markets, Watergate). 
The entries include events that occurred up to 2008, so this 
volume is very current. 

While scandals from around the world are included, 
about 60 percent of the entries focus on North America, 
which could be seen as both a strength and weakness. Some-
one hoping to find a great deal about scandals in African 
countries may be disappointed that only major issues like the 
Mau Mau rebellion atrocities are covered, but it’s also likely 
that the focus on North American scandals will prove more 
valuable to students than would a more balanced approach. 
It should also be noted that the United Kingdom and France 
receive a great deal of coverage.

The editors have done an outstanding job of making en-
tries and subjects easy to find through the use of multiple in-
dexes. Not only are there lists of events arranged both chrono-
logically and alphabetically, but there are also geographical, 
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category, personage, and subject indexes. The third volume 
also contains an extensive bibliography that should provide 
further direction for research. 

Although there are a number of books that have been 
written about specific types of scandals, such as the popular 
works by Michael Farquhar, there is little that compares to 
this multivolume, modern-focused set. With both browsing 
appeal and research value, students and others should both 
be able to use this resource. This well-produced title should 
prove valuable to most academic or larger public libraries, 
as it fills an interesting niche.—Craig Shufelt, Fort McMurray 
Public Library, Alberta, Canada

The Integration of Major League Baseball: A Team by Team 
History. By Rick Swaine. Jefferson, N.C.: McFarland, 2009. 279p. 
alkaline $49.95 (ISBN 978-0-7864-3902-4).

Before Rick Swain’s new title The Integration of Major 
League Baseball: A Team by Team History, one would have 
needed to consult several team histories and player biogra-
phies to create an account as thorough and detailed as the one 
held within this slim 279-page volume. No title has covered 
the integration of Major League Baseball so comprehensively 
and with team-by-team commentaries. Swain, a longtime 
member of the Society for Baseball Research (SABR), builds 
on his previous title The Black Stars Who Made Baseball Whole 
(McFarland, 2005), but in this work his focus broadens from 
the players to include the owners, general managers, and 
managers that either helped or hindered the entrance of black 
players into the game. 

Team histories are arranged by date of integration, from 
the Brooklyn Dodgers’ Jackie Robinson (1947) to the Boston 
Red Sox’s Pumpsie Green (1960). A final chapter covers the 
1960s expansion teams. Swain’s histories are evaluative and at 
times become something of integration report cards. He not 
only tells the stories surrounding a team’s first black player—
like how owner Bill Veeck purchased the contract of Larry 
Doby from the Newark Eagles of the Negro National League 
and brought him to Cleveland—but he also chronicles the 
team’s record throughout the post-integration era. Swain does 
not tread softly, as he asserts in his preface: “In these pages 
some of the most respected and revered names in baseball 
will be disparaged by the record of what was actually accom-
plished under their watch” (1). Swain delivers on this claim. 
His work is full of bad guys, some of them whom you would 
not expect, like Al Lopez or Connie Mack, but it also has its 
share of good guys, many of them previously unsung, like 
Lou Boudreau or Hank Greenberg. 

One of the book’s strong points is that Swain tries to 
provide the full picture of baseball’s integration history. The 
author takes care to acknowledge that Moses Walker was the 
first black player in the major leagues in 1884 when he played 
for Toledo. He also tells of the practice of gaining acceptance 
of dark skinned Cuban players by claiming their ancestry 
was Castilian rather than African. One criticism of this book 
is that it is not clear if the team histories, and the entire book 

for that matter, are meant to cover this topic to the present 
day. An integration timeline at the start of the book begins in 
1845 and ends in 1993 (when Bob Watson became the first 
black general manager), but the coverage seems to vary by 
team. The chapter on the Chicago White Sox trails off about 
1980, but the chapter on the Atlanta Braves covers up to 1999 
and the racial slurs of John Rocker. Swain ends his account 
of the Cleveland Indians by noting that in 1975 Frank Rob-
inson became the first black manager in the major leagues, 
yet relates little detail about how this event transpired. Maybe 
Swain is saving this for his next book?

Thoroughly researched, noted and indexed, this book is 
at once an important reference book and a useful historical 
work. It is strongly recommended for all academic libraries 
and larger public libraries. Other libraries with strong baseball 
or sports history collections will also want to consider this 
unique and comprehensive title.—Kenneth Burhanna, Head of 
Instructional Services, Kent State University, Kent, Ohio

Musicians and Composers of the 20th Century. Ed. by Alfred J. 
Cramer. Pasadena, Calif.; Salem, 2009. 5 vols. alkaline $399 (ISBN 
978-1-58765-512-8). Purchase includes 3 years online access to 
www.history.salempress.com.

Salem Press has issued an attractive five-volume refer-
ence work featuring 608 essays on 614 individuals that have 
made contributions during the twentieth century in a wide 
variety of musical genres, including classical, folk, new age, 
and popular music. Essays range from three to five pages 
and include name, nationality, musical activity, birth and 
death dates, additional names that the musician might use 
or have used, principal works or recordings, biographical 
information, musical analysis and legacy, and a byline listing 
the author of the entry. A short bibliography follows each 
entry. There are more than four hundred photographs. Some 
225 contributors and their academic affiliations are listed in 
the front matter of volume 1. Volume 5 concludes with five 
indixes: a category index (“Accordion Players,” “Classical 
Composers,” “Soul Singers,” etc.), a geographical index, a 
personages and groups index, and a works index.

Purchase of this set includes access to the online ver-
sion. The online version has some advantages over the print 
version, but I found the initial setup and login to be clumsy 
and time-consuming. The headings “Principle Works” and 
“Principle Recordings” are consistently misspelled online, 
while the print version uses the correct spelling: “principal.” 
Searching for “P. Diddy” results in the entry for rapper “Sean 
Combs,” but, confusingly, with an image of cellist Yo-Yo Ma 
that appears on the cover of volume 3 of the print version. 
(Volume 1, with the entry for “Sean Combs,” features a photo 
of Leonard Bernstein.) The online version will not be updat-
ed, but is an electronic surrogate of the print volumes.

Using the print version, I looked under “P. Diddy” and 
“Diddy” as well as “Puff Daddy,” all pseudonyms for Sean 
Combs, and found no cross-references to “Sean Combs.” 
Likewise, musical theater composing team Adolph Green and 


