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SOURCES

The SAGE Encyclopedia of Stem Cell Research. 2nd ed. 
Edited by Eric E.Bouhassira and Krishna S. Vyas. Los 
Angeles: SAGE Reference, 2015. 3 vols. Alkaline paper $525 
(ISBN 978-1-4833-4768-4)

The study of stem cell research is continually expand-
ing. Bouhassira, an expert in the field of stem cell research 
and the editor of The SAGE Encyclopedia of Stem Cell Research, 
2nd ed., states: “given the increasing size and liveliness of 
the stem cell biology community and given the huge impact 
this novel scientific knowledge and technologies will have 
on society, providing a fully comprehensive view was not 
possible” (xxxi). With these limitations in mind, Bouhas-
sira’s text focuses on topics that would be of interest to the 
general public. The encyclopedia examines in great detail 
topics concerning embryonic (pluripotent), induced plu-
ripotent (iPS), and adult stem cells. More than 500 articles 
cover a variety of topics concerning stem cell research, rang-
ing from clinical trials and institutions that support stem 
cell research (such as “Whitehead Institute for Biomedical 
Research,” “Japan Human Cell Society,” and “Clinical Tri-
als, U.S.: Eye Conditions”) to the ethics and applications of 
stem cell research (such as “Do No Harm: The Coalition of 
Americans for Research Ethics,” “Radiation Injury Treat-
ment,” and “Sweat Gland: Existing or Potential Regenerative 
Medicine Strategies”). 

Articles vary in length, from several paragraphs to a few 
pages and “see also” references, further readings, images, 
tables, and figures are provided when available. The text is 
easy to navigate and use. Articles are listed alphabetically 
and by topic. Additional features such as a glossary, index, 
and extensive resource guide all aid in the readers’ under-
standing of stem cell research. Special features include a 
chronology (a timeline of the history of stem cell research) 
in addition to three appendices which cover legislation per-
taining to stem cell research. 

Bouhassira’s encyclopedia does meet its objective of cov-
ering a wide range of topics on stem cell research that would 
be of interest to the general public; however, the detail of 
the articles, complexity of the writing, and various graphic 
images (for example, Rat Dissection in “Rat Models to Study 
Stem Cells”) make it inappropriate for the general consumer. 
This encyclopedia would be of greater value to researchers, 
clinicians, medical students, and upper level graduate stu-
dents. Encyclopedias such as Svendsen and Ebert’s The SAGE 
Encyclopedia of Stem Cell Research, 1stEdition (2008) is written 
at a level more appropriate for the general consumer, though 
it is not as comprehensive as Bouhassira’s text. Another com-
parable work is Alexander L. Greene’s Encyclopedia of Stem 
Cell Research (Nova Science 2008). Greene’s text is technical 
and covers a range of topics related to stem cell research but 
focuses on the application of stem cell therapy and is not as 
comprehensive as Bouhassira’s encyclopedia. The SAGE En-
cyclopedia of Stem Cell Research, 2nd ed. text is an excellent 
resource and is strongly recommended for medical librar-
ies and universities that support research or curriculum in 

cellular biology and stem cell research.—Maria C. Melssen, 
Medical Librarian, Port Clinton, Ohio

Water Rights and the Environment in the United States: 
A Documentary and Reference Guide. By John R. Burch 
Jr. Documentary Reference Guides. Santa Barbara, CA: 
Greenwood, 2015. 442 p. Acid-free $100 (ISBN 978-1-
4408-3802-6). Ebook available (978-1-4408-3803-3) call 
for pricing.

In Water Rights and the Environment in the United States: A 
Documentary and Reference Guide Burch presents a collection 
of documents highlighting major points in the development 
of water politics and policy in the United States related to 
environmental issues. The interrelation of the rulings, leg-
islation, treaties, and agreements, including how they built 
upon, corrected, or contradicted each other, informs the 
discussions. 

Each document is introduced with a quote, the title, 
the date and location, and a comment regarding the sig-
nificance. Some documents are full text, some excerpted. 
All are followed by analysis and further reading. Following 
a reader’s guide providing broad topical categorization of 
the documents, and an introduction, the book is arranged 
into six parts: “Doctrines and Rights,” “Waters of the West,” 
“Border Regions,” “Water Management and Flood Control,” 
“Environmental Issues,” and “New Threats to Water Supply 
and Safety.” These are followed by a chronology, resources, 
and an index.

Rather than comprehensiveness, Burch devotes his effort 
to careful selection, concise presentation, analysis, and ac-
cessibility. The detailed table of contents, the reader’s guide, 
and the chronology enhance accessibility and contextualiza-
tion. The index, a noteworthy asset, is thorough and provides 
access at a variety of levels of topics. It is essential for locat-
ing information based on common names, such as the Boldt 
Decision, or using the second named party in a dispute, 
such as Left-Hand Ditch Company. The analyses suggest 
motivations and note significant contemporaneous condi-
tions. Also discussed are outcomes due to the construction 
of the document or the implementation, continuing flaws, 
and other ideas or information that flesh out the documents 
and the associated issues.

There is certainly benefit to works that are more compre-
hensive and descriptive, leaving the reader to pursue the docu-
ments. John W. Johnson’s United States Water Law: An Introduc-
tion (CRC Press 2009) and A. Dan Tarlock’s Law of Water Rights 
and Resources (Thomson Reuters 2015) are examples. Tarlock 
cites an abundance of documents, and is updated frequently, 
but is written for lawyers and lacks a broader environmental 
interest. Johnson, similarly, does not emphasize environmen-
tal aspects, but is useful for concise definitions of concepts and 
citations to follow. Philippe Sande’s Documents in International 
Environmental Law (Cambridge University Press 2004) could 
serve a similar purpose to Burch, on an international scale, 
but would benefit from updating. 


