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SOURCES

How They Lived: An Annotated Tour of Daily Life through 
History in Primary Sources. By James Ciment. Santa 
Barbara, CA: Greenwood, 2016. 2 vols. Acid free $205.00 
(ISBN: 9788-1-61069-895-5). Ebook available (978-1-
61069-896-2), call for pricing.

How They Lived: An Annotated Tour of Daily Life through His-
tory in Primary Sources is an excellent two-volume set to start 
upper elementary, middle-grade, and even early high school 
students on the path to discovering the excitement and value 
of primary sources. Ciment, an independent scholar, has 
crafted a tool that is fairly unique in the field: introducing 
younger researchers to primary sources from ancient times 
to the present day. How They Lived uses both objects and 
documents, which will grab the interest of younger students.

Entries are arranged chronologically, with the first entry 
a photo of Australian cave paintings from around 40000 
BCE. Each entry opens with an image of the artifact and 
its provenance on the left, followed by interpretations on 
the next page. These begin with “What You Need to Know,” 
providing background information and a description, often 
including additional information on the maker or author 
and placing it in time and space. The second box is “A Closer 
Look,” which establishes a wider context, for instance de-
scribing how a mortar and pestle reflect the growth of agrar-
ian societies and the development of agriculture, as well as 
human brain evolution. At the bottom of each pair of pages 
is a time line, indicating the time period of the subject un-
der discussion.

The first volume covers sources from the ancient and medi-
eval world, with the second volume beginning with 1500 CE. 
In addition to photographs, one-page documents lead readers 
to discover, among a host of other topics, how ancient Romans 
felt about being stood up for dinner (Pliny the Younger was 
not pleased), how estates were managed in England in 1280 
CE, and how St. Petersburg, Russia, was constructed in 1703. 
The original sources are cited, allowing readers to locate the 
entire document. The index is extensive and very detailed. 
Egypt alone covers almost ten inches of column space and 
nearly an entire page is devoted to England.

Other titles on primary sources for the juvenile audience 
do exist, of course, but they lack the breadth and scope of 
this work. Most other works cover a specific time or topic, 
such as the Holocaust, the reign of Elizabeth I, or a region. 
How They Lived also notably devotes significant coverage to 
non-Western civilizations.

Teachers and librarians or media specialists could sup-
plement How They Lived with websites from various muse-
ums and archives, such as the Library of Congress and the 
British Museum. The British Museum, for example, has a 
curriculum section which features “Teaching History with 
100 objects” (www.teachinghistory100.org), which would 
work nicely with this title. This kind of pairing would en-
hance most lessons and assignments.

ABC-CLIO/Greenwood have other titles in the Daily Life 
through History series, such as Gregory Aldrete’s Daily Life in 

the Roman City (Greenwood 2004), and Claudia Durst John-
son’s Daily Life in Colonial New England (Greenwood 2002), 
but these cover specific times or events and only a very few 
are aimed at younger researchers.

This title is highly recommended for public libraries, 
school media centers, and university collections, where it 
would make a good starting point for undergraduates and 
non-history majors, as well as collections focused on teacher 
training.—Carla Wilson Buss, Curriculum Materials and Edu-
cation Librarian, University of Georgia Libraries, Athens, Georgia

Imperialism and Expansionism in American History: A 
Social, Political, and Cultural Encyclopedia and Document 
Collection. Edited by Chris J. Magoc and David Bernstein. 
Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2016. 4 vols. Acid free 
$415.00 (ISBN 978-1-61069-429-2). E-Book available (978-
1-61069-430-8), call for pricing.

From the genesis of the concept of manifest destiny in 
the 1840s, through the attainment of statehood for Alaska 
and Hawaii in 1959, and up to the present day as the world’s 
lone superpower, the locomotive that is our nation has bar-
reled down the twin rails of physical growth and world 
influence. Powerful, but not omnipotent, America has also 
learned some hard lessons in playing the role of global po-
liceman. As the editors state in their preface, this work “was 
conceived partly in response to increased attention to the 
costs and consequences of American interventionist policies 
and the nation’s position as the world’s dominant military 
force” (xvii). This four-volume set also fills a gap in the ref-
erence literature regarding the territorial expansion of the 
United States, as virtually nothing else has heretofore been 
published on this specific topic.

Contents are broadly arranged chronologically, from 
the section entitled “Seven Years’ War to the Annexation of 
Hawai‘i” beginning volume 1, up through “The Lone Super-
power, 1990–2014,” which concludes volume 4. Within each 
section, representing discrete historical periods of expan-
sion and influence, topics appear in standard alphabetical 
order. The reader will find biographical sketches of major 
actors (Ottawa Chief Pontiac, President Andrew Jackson); 
statements of principle (Monroe Doctrine); wars and rebel-
lions (Spanish-American/Philippine-American Wars); con-
cepts (Dollar Diplomacy, Good Neighbor Policy); legislation 
(McKinley Tariff Act of 1890); events (Iran-Contra Scandal 
[1985–1987]); and even discussions concerning aspects of 
so-called cultural imperialism, such as the influence that 
American music, movies, and mass media have on foreign 
populations. The entries are signed by their respective writ-
ers and conclude with “see also” cross-references and a short 
further reading list of pertinent sources. Additionally, each 
section opens with a three- to four-page narrative histori-
cal overview that helps to place the topics of the individual 
articles into their proper context. Wrapping up each section 
is a representative sampling of primary documents, such as 
letters, speeches, essays, andphe like, which, written in the 


