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RUSQ considers for review reference books and professional materials of interest 
to reference and user services librarians. Serials and subscription titles normally 
are not reviewed unless a major change in purpose, scope, format, or audience 
has occurred. Reviews usually are three hundred to five hundred words in length. 
Views expressed are those of the reviewers and do not necessarily represent those 
of ALA. Please refer to standard directories for publishers’ addresses. 

Correspondence concerning these reviews should be addressed to “Reference 
Sources” editor, Anita J. Slack, Reference & Instruction Librarian, Ashland 
University, 509 College Avenue, Ashland, OH 44805; email: aslack3@ashland.edu.

Daily Life in 18th-Century England, 2nd ed. By Kirstin 
Olsen. The Greenwood Press Daily Life Through History 
Series. Santa Barbara, CA: Greenwood, 2017. 458 p. Acid 
free $61 (ISBN: 978-1-4408-5503-0). E-book available 
(ISBN: 978-1-4408-5504-7), call for pricing.

Kirstin Olsen’s book provided a broad overview of Eng-
land in the eighteenth century. It offers insight into what is 
considered the “every day” for the populace of eighteenth-
century England. Olsen focuses on everything from gender 
and marriage to science to clothing and fashion. Each chap-
ter is a written account of how the subject was a part of the 
daily life of a person. Accounts include things such as how 
they would have used certain clothing items, what type 
of books many were reading, and how science interacted 
with their lives. Each chapter’s information is supported 
by selected primary sources and accompanied by a further 
reading section. Any student interested in gender, race, and 
class issues in eighteenth-century England will find this a 
useful resource. It provides easy access to period-relevant 
primary sources for students studying this area of English 
history. The sources are reprinted in full in each correspond-
ing chapter and range from official letters, to theater bills, 
and personal notes.

This new edition makes an excellent companion to the 
first edition. It covers topics and issues not in the first edition 
and offers the same level of depth for each of its subjects as 
the first edition provided. As with the previous edition, the 
author’s writing style makes the subject matter seem more 
real and lively. The writing style helps in comprehending the 
book as well. While the subject matter is not overly compli-
cated, it can become dry because of the period, but Olsen 
keeps the book from feeling dull.

This work is intended as an undergraduate reference 
material. It is not a book that one will sit down and read. 
The information inside of it is designed for more reference 
purposes and would work well as a resource for an under-
graduate term paper in a lower level history course. However, 
I could see this working usefully in a high school eleventh- or 
twelfth-grade history class.—Michael Hawkins, Head of Map 
Library, Kent State University, Kent, Ohio

Graphic Novels: A Guide to Comic Books, Manga, and 
More, 2nd ed. By Michael Pawuk and David S. Serchay. 
Genreflecting Advisory Series. Santa Barbara, CA: Libraries 
Unlimited, 2017. 719 p. Acid free $65 (ISBN: 978-1-59884-
700-0). E-book available (ISBN: 978-1-4408-5136-0), call 
for pricing.

This timely single-volume guide is brimming with use-
ful information for graphic novel enthusiasts. In 719 pages, 
author-librarians Michael Pawuk and David S. Serchay, 
curate a highly user-friendly resource. The contents of the 
guide are organized into nine chapters, each representing a 
different genre; individual titles are listed by genre, and if 
appropriate, subgenre. Each entry includes a description of 
the title as well as various symbols. First, symbols are used to 
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