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Reference Books

geography such as William Smith, who created “the world’s 
first nationwide geologic map” (293).

Interpreting our World provides a thorough introduction 
into many important advancements in geography. Other re-
lated reference works include Reuel R. Hanks’ single-volume 
Encyclopedia of Geography Terms, Themes, and Concepts (ABC-
CLIO, 2011) and Barney Warf’s six-volume Encyclopedia of 
Geography (Sage, 2010). Kerski’s Interpreting our World offers 
more in-depth essays than the entries in Hanks’ Encyclope-
dia of Geography Terms, Themes, and Concepts and is much 
more focused than the more comprehensive Encyclopedia of 
Geography. While Interpreting our World is focused on applied 
geography, it can be forgiven for not including essays on 
topics related to human geography. However, a few entries 
focused on the critiques of applied geography would have 
been a useful addition to the volume. Since Interpreting our 
World included many entries related to mapping, including 
essays on radical geography and critical cartography, both of 
which significantly reframed the discipline’s understanding 
of maps, would have provided a more well-rounded presen-
tation of applied geography.

Regardless of these omissions, Kerski’s Interpreting our 
World offers an accessible account of one hundred significant 
advances and discoveries that framed the discipline of ge-
ography and changed how the world viewed the Earth. This 
volume offers accessible and brief essays that provide well-
informed introductions into important topics within geog-
raphy. Interpreting our World is recommended for high school 
and public libraries.—Joseph A. Hurley, Data Services and GIS 
Librarian, Georgia State University Library, Atlanta, Georgia

Islam: A Worldwide Encyclopedia. Edited by Cenap Cak-
mak. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2017. 4 vols. Acid free 
$415 (ISBN: 978-1-61069-216-8). E-book available (ISBN: 
978-1-61069-217-5), call for pricing.

It is clear that the world of Islam is profoundly important, 
and also that there are wide and conflicting views on Islam 
today. Similarly, it seems clear that we should pursue efforts 
to promote the understanding of Islam. In response, a goal 
of the four volume Islam: A Worldwide Encyclopedia (IAWE) 
is to give “basic information on Islam” and to “shed light” 
on “controversial issues” (xxvii). In his opening comments, 
the editor, a Professor of International Law and Politics at 
Eskişehir Osmangazi University and Senior Researcher at the 
Wise Men Center for Strategic Research in Turkey, notes that 
there have been “a wide range of different interpretations and 
variations of Islam throughout history” (xxvii). He suggests 
that Muslims need to revive the “strong tradition of academic 
debate” that was integral to Islamic studies “in early decades 
of Islam,” and affirms support for the “diverse and plural 
nature of contemporary Islamic scholarship” (xxviii). At the 
same time, he is concerned that “disputed issues” may lead 
to “biases and stereotypes in the minds of Western people,” 
and hopes that this new resource can both “contribute to 
the pursuit of a common ground” between those of different 

cross-section of the field, most holding advanced degrees and 
performing original research on human-animal relations.

While there is a robust narrative literature concerning 
human-animal relationships, reference works are almost 
nonexistent. Indeed, the only other title to be found is the 
four-volume Encyclopedia of Human-Animal Relationships: A 
Global Exploration of Our Connections with Animals (Green-
wood, 2007). This supports the editors’ assertion that the 
title under review is “the first one-volume encyclopedia to 
address the geography of human-animal coexistence for 
a general audience” (ix). It is this reviewer’s opinion that 
Humans and Animals is a highly readable and informative 
work that deserves a place on the shelves of all public and 
academic libraries, especially those of the latter that support 
geography, social studies, or animal rights and welfare curri-
cula.—Michael F. Bemis, Independent Reference Book Reviewer, 
Oakdale, Minnesota

Interpreting Our World: 100 Discoveries that Revolution-
ized Geography. By Joseph J. Kerski. Santa Barbara, CA: 
ABC-CLIO, 2016. 386 p. Acid free $71.20 (ISBN: 978-1-
61069-918-8). Ebooks available (ISBN: 978-1-61069-920-
4), call for pricing.

Advances within the discipline of geography have 
changed the way that we understand and engage with the 
world. Joseph J. Kerski’s Interpreting our World: 100 Discover-
ies that Revolutionized Geography focuses on some of the most 
important discoveries in geography that have changed the 
discipline of geography and society’s understanding of the 
world. Interpreting our World is a single-volume encyclopedia 
that contains an introduction essay, six regional maps that 
depict the geographic locations of the volume’s entries, a se-
lected chronology of key events, one hundred alphabetically 
arranged entries, and an index.

Kerski’s entries highlight how certain discoveries in ge-
ography have led to “changes in ways of thinking about the 
Earth” and to changes “in the way that the Earth is studied” 
(xii). Interpreting our World explicitly focuses on geography as 
an applied discipline. Thus, topical and biographical entries 
emphasize practical discoveries that significantly shaped 
and reframed the social and earth sciences. Interpreting our 
World provides readers with concise, yet informative essays 
ranging from two to three pages in length. All entries end 
with a useful further readings list. Many entries also contain 
illustrations or photographs, which prove to be useful for 
essays such as “Great Trigonometric Survey of India” as the 
accompanying image of the trigonometric survey shows how 
the cartographers used triangulations to produce accurate 
maps. As an encyclopedia of applied geography, its subject 
entries largely focus on instrumentation and calculation 
methods and include topics such as “Surveying: Measuring 
the Earth,” “Eratosthenes: Calculating the Earth’s Circumfer-
ence,” and “Field Collection Devices: Data Gathering on the 
Landscape.” The biographical essays focus on people who 
contributed to technological or quantitative advancements in 


