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enigmatic notes, as in, for example, #2266, unaccompanied 
singer, Uncle Bradley Eberhard, Seabring, FL, 27 July 1940: 
“Eberhard was a work-crippled, 66-year-old African Ameri-
can; worked more than a quarter of a century in railroad 
work gangs and was still proud of his role as a singer when 
the men were laying track . . .” 

Other than the works by the late author/compiler men-
tioned above, there are few recent reference sources of this 
kind. As the author notes, “it has become possible to create 
‘designer’ collections via the Internet where individual tracks 
are downloaded from various sites” (16). The detailed notes 
provided for these rare recordings will be valuable to the 
blues and jazz roots devotees seeking access to the earliest 
and rarest creators of these genres. 

Paired with online repositories of recorded sound such 
as the Alan Lomax Archive (http://www.culturalequity.org/), 
the American Folklife Center Online Collections (https://
www.loc.gov/folklife/onlinecollections.html); the Archives 
of Traditional Music at Indiana University (http://www.
indiana.edu/~libarchm/index.php) and others, the Field 
Recordings of Black Singers and Musicians is a useful guide for 
the scholar and aficionado. It would be a welcome addition 
to academic and public libraries serving serious students 
of traditional African and African American music.—Molly 
Molloy, Border and Latin American Specialist, New Mexico State 
University, Las Cruces, NM

The Jacksonian and Antebellum Eras: Documents Decoded. 
By John R. Vile, Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2016. 279 
pages. Acid free $81 (ISBN 978-1-4408-4981-7). E-book 
available (978-1-4408-4982-4), call for pricing.

Many, though not all, of the public domain speeches, let-
ters, and resolutions contained in this work are available on 
the World Wide Web, often with contextual information and 
commentary. Why, then, do we need a collection of primary 
sources such as this?

Vile says that his purpose throughout the Documents 
Decoded series is to “combine edited primary documents 
with commentary and annotations that are suitable for high 
school and college students and for citizens who want to get 
a better perspective of various issues and historical periods” 
(ix). Perspective is the key word here, and Vile succeeds in 
providing this through the scope of the work. He has gath-
ered here a sufficient variety of sources and perspectives 
to provide a reader with a sense of the complexity and the 
important voices in major political and social issues in the 
United States from 1829 to 1861. His commentary and anno-
tations do succeed in clarifying the sometimes quaint nine-
teenth-century language, in making the implicit explicit, and 
in providing useful context. 

The work is divided into three major sections: “The 
Jacksonian Years,” covering 1829 to 1836; “Years of Expan-
sion, Nascent Reform, and Manifest Destiny,” covering 1837 
to 1849; and “Prelude to Irrepressible Conflict,” covering 
1850 to 1861. The sections contain seventeen, fourteen, and 

twenty-one primary documents, respectively. Some exam-
ples of writers included in this work are Daniel Webster, John 
Ross, Martin Van Buren, Margaret Fuller, Frederick Doug-
lass, Henry David Thoreau, John C. Calhoun, and Sojourner 
Truth. In addition to speeches and essays by persons such 
as these, Vile includes some official documents such as the 
Texas Declaration of Independence, the court opinion in 
Prigg v. Pennsylvania, and the Kansas-Nebraska Act. The 
voices in the volume provide necessary diversity, including 
women and minorities, key figures, varying geographical 
perspectives, and opposing views.

Each entry includes a one-paragraph introduction that 
sets the context. Vile’s commentary appears as marginal 
notes that help clarify the documents’ context and language. 
Each note corresponds to a passage of text that is highlighted 
in gray. This highlighting is, however, unnecessary and 
annoying, making the text more difficult to see. 

The work contains a helpful chronology of events in the 
years covered by the volume, a useful bibliography of sug-
gested readings, and a thorough index. The hardcover vol-
ume is attractive but not pretentious, in keeping with most 
ABC-CLIO publications.

When compared to a free internet collection of pri-
mary sources, such as American Rhetoric’s Online Speech 
Bank https://www.americanrhetoric.com/speechbank.htm 
and other internet resources, Vile’s work provides a use-
ful focus on a well-defined period in American history, the 
perspective that comes with careful curation and intentional 
balance, and consequently a much more complete view of 
the Jacksonian and antebellum eras than a researcher could 
easily obtain by searching online. His work does indeed 
belong on the reference shelves of public, high school, and 
university libraries.—Steven R. Edscorn, Executive Director of 
Libraries, Northeastern State University, Tahlequah, Oklahoma

The Opioid Crisis: A Reference Handbook. By David E. 
Newton. Contemporary World Issues. Santa Barbara, CA: 
ABC-CLIO, 2018. 258 pages. Acid-free $60 (ISBN 978-1-
4408-6435-3). E-book available (978-1-4408-6436-0), call 
for pricing.

The opioid crisis has been a topic of much concern for 
much of the last decade, and it has reached epidemic pro-
portions in the United States. The CDC estimates that 115 
people per day die from overdosing on opioids, and count-
less articles, news stories, social media accounts, and televi-
sion programs have documented the destruction. This latest 
volume in ABC-CLIO’s Contemporary World Issues series, 
authored by David E. Newsome, a prolific writer with an 
EdD in science education, tackles the history, epidemiol-
ogy, and controversies surrounding the twenty-first century 
public health crisis. 

Adhering to the format of other titles in this series, The 
Opioid Crisis has seven sections that cover the background 
and history of the topic; problems, controversies, and solu-
tions surrounding the epidemic; perspectives of individuals 
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